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EDITORIAL | OPINION
OUR VIEW

Sacrifice
doesn't dissipate
over time

This Saturday will mark 99 vears since the end of the
First World War

Minety-nine years - it's a long time. Youd be hard
pressed to find anvone within vour community who
actually lived during our planet’s first significant global
conflict firom 1914-18, let alone someone who vividly re-
membered it.

Canada's last known First World War veteran passed
away seven vears ago at the age of 109, Articles at the
time stated that John Babcock's death ‘'marked the end
of an era.” This mayv be true, but it al=o doesn't close the
books on what was given up on the battlefields of Ypres,
the Somme and Passchendaegle.

Canadians have always shown the proper respect to
those lost, those still fighting and the countless veterans
across olr great nation through Remembrance Day every
year, and for this we should be proud. Ideally, this respect
should expand beyond Moy 11 vear-round, because all of
the daily freedoms we enjoy are a direct result of the sacri-
fices made by our brave men and women since the birth of
our country a century and a half ago,

The First World War inflicted nearly 40 million casu-
alties (killed, wounded, mizsing; estimated 17 million
killed) across its participating nations. Twenty vears
later, The Second World War would eclipse those figures
with an estimated 60 million people imilitary and civil-
ian) killed - approximately three per cent of the global
population in 1940. This number includes millions of
innocents murdered in the Holocaust; Jews, Soviets,
Poles, homosexnals and gypsies,

Years later, Canada sent troops to support its allies in
the Korean and Vietnam wars, and then United Nations-
led peacekeeping missions to countries like Somalia,
Bosnia and Bwanda. Most recently, our soldiers and
military personnel have further cemented our country's
incredible reputation abroad in conflicts in Afghanistan
and Iraqg,

Mo sacrifice in any of the engagements listed should
stand above another; they all served their purpose in
standing in defiance of oppression, for the benefit of the
oppressed,

We recognize Nov 11 as our national Day of BEemem-
brance, pertaining to the conclusion of the Firat World
War, It's only fitting that this is the case. The First World
War witnessed the emergence of Canada as not only as a
skilled military power, but also our emergence as a sig-
nificant voice at the table of world leaders. In perilous
times such as these, that voice is needed today more
than ever.

This Saturday, wear a poppy, attend a cenotaph cere-
mony or thank a veteran. Better vet, do all three, Wheth-
er the sacrifice was made on a trench-filled field in
France 99 vears ago, or in a dusty, mountainous valley
nine vears ago, they are one in the same,

Respect them, honour them, remember them.

CONTACT US

Letters to the editor

Al letters must be fewer than 200
wiords and include your name and
telephone numbser for verfication
purposes. We resenee the right to
gdit, condense or reject letters.

The Independent & Free Press
280 Guelph Street, Unit 77
Georgatown, ON LTG 481
Phone: 905-873-0301
(assifieds: 205-234-1016

Fax: 905-873-0398

| aje break [aith witty us who die,
W shall not sleep, though poppies grow

I Flanders fields.

Remember.
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More will be killed
on deadly road

Re: Article Resident fed
up with speeders after dead-
Iy crash, Page 1, Oct. 26,
2007,

We live on 32nd Side
Foad (Wellington Road 4:2).
The speed travelled on this
road iz highly dangerous.
In our area, we seldom see
a police presence.

From the starting point
of Trafalgar Road, the
speed iz 50 Kilometres per
hour then moves quickly to
#0 km.h.

We take our life in our
hands just crossing to get
mail some days.

[ have tried to no avail to
have the speed limit
changed from 80 km/h to a
reasonable 50 to 60 kmo/h. [
have contacted the Town of
Erin about this issue un-
successfully.

Delivery

For all delivery inguines, e-mail
customersenica@metroland.com
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We firmly believe that
with enforced lower spead
limits and a police pres-
ence, another tragedy
could be averted.

The situation has be-
come worse since my last
communication,

We now have many
gravel trucks passing by
and even many of these ve-
hicles are excesding the
posted limit of 8f0km/h by a
large margin.

This area is also exten-
sively used by bike enthus=i-
asts who travel in groups
recreationally.

[ fear one of the speeders
will crest a hill and be sur-
prised by one of these
OrOUps,

We have lived in this ar-
ea for six vears, George-
town for 27 wears. We
moved to the country seel-
ing a guieter area.

It is more dangerous
than anv of the three other
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houses we have owned and
lived in, in other busier ar-
eas of Georgetown.

We have had a car hit a
telephone pole in the mid-
dle of the night with
enough force to break the
pole and leave car parts be-
hind.

This tragedy has re-
newed our focus on speed
in our area.

We hope the town will
review this issue again and
back it up by police pres-
ence on  these country
roads,

I am sure many vehicles
would be towed because of
the racing law of speeds of
50 km/h over the limit,

Trovor Duckett

Santa Claus needs
your help

For more than 86 years
the Georgetown Lions
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Club has organized and
staged the annual Santa
Claus Parade.

For the last few wyears
the parade has heen an eve-
ning event with literally
thousands of spectators en-
joving the parade. Hun-
dreds of volunteers' hours
are required to run the
event.

Many residents belicve
that the Town of Halton
Hills runs the event; while
they do provide assistance,
the Lions Club provides
most of the volunteers and
the funding comes from
our corporate and private
sponsors. Each vear, our
costs continue torise as we
endeavour each vyear to
produce a great parade,
however it is becoming
more and more challeng-
ing.

We will require many

@ See SANTA, page 7
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