40 locations to open throughout the province by July 1, 2018

® Continued from page 15

rushing legalization de-
spite assertions from Ca-
nadian  Association of
Chiefs of Police that many
forces across the provinee
and country will not be
prepared by the July 1.

Some of the key con-
cerns outlined by the prov-
ince’s police chiefs are
road safety and officer
training.

Other concerns levied
by members of the opposi-
tion, stakeholders and
community groups sur-
rounding the plan include
availability and pricing,
which will have an effect
on the black market - re-
ducing which is one of the
federal government’s stat-
ed goals for legalization in
the first place.

When the Wynne gov-
ernment announced its
plans in early September,
it made it clear it would
constitute a government
monopoely and would sell
marijuana only through
government-run, LCBO-
like pot dispensaries.

The plan invalves open-
ing 40 locations through-
out the provinee by July 1,
2018, with an additional 80
in 2019 and an eventual to-
tal of 150 by 2020, There
will also be an online
store, also run by the gov-
grnment.

But will 150 state-run
locations over three yvears
and a website be enough to
stamp out the black mar-
ket?

According to a CBC ar-
ticle from Sept. 14, Trina
Fraser, a pariner with the
law firm Brazean Seller
LLP, addressed the House
of Commons health com-
mittee relating to how to
best deal with the marijua-
na black market.

"Il we [ail to create an
inclusive cannabis indus-
trv the black market will
thrive and if it thrives can-
nabis will continue to be
easily accessible to mi-
nors,” she told the commit-
tee.

"The stated objectives
of the bill include the re-
duction of the illicit mar-
ket, and it attempts to do

50 by imposing criminal
sanctions on those operat-
ing outside the legal
framework, but this in and
of itself will not work. We
know thiz because it
hasn't worked. Those who
are excluded will continue
to operate outside of the
law," she added.

Former Toronto police
chief Bill Blair, who is now
the member of Parliament
heading the legalization
initiative in Ottawa, made
it clear in an article in The
Toronto Star at the end of
August that eliminating
the black market was a top
priority,

"In all the conversa-
tions I've been involved
with - including Quebec -
there is an overwhelming
consensus that we need to
do a better job protecting
our communities and our
kids," Blair told The Star.

With 444 Ontario mu-
nicipalities and most gov-
ernment-run dispensaries
likely slated for larger cen-
tres, it begs the guestion
whether the infrastroc-
ture will be able to support

s

"I have no confidence that the
Wynne government will implement
a workable, responsible policy. Our
Ontario PC caucus doesn’t trust
them to get it right, The Liberal
record is one of gross
mismanagement. On almost every
issue, first and foremost, they look
out for their own political

self-interest.”

legal demand.

As Blair points out,
pricing and taxes will alzo
play arole in how legaliza-
tion will affect the black
market.

Ontario Minister of Fi-
nance Charles Sousa
seemed to echo that logic
while speaking to The Star
on Sept. 20,

"It's crucial to  have
prices in line with neigh-
bouring jurisdictions and
to ensure it's not overly ex-

- MPP Ted Arnott

pensive to avoid fuelling il-
legal sales in the under-
ground economy,” Sousa
told The Star, while sug-
gesting a possible starting
price point of 10 per gram
of marijuana.

However, the govern-
ment’s record on manage-
ment of tobaceo prices in
this regard doesn’t exactly
inspire confidence,

Mot including federal
laxes, as per government
numbers, the provincial

levy per cigarette was 4.45
cents in 2001, That tax rate
has nearly gquadrupled to
16.475 cents today.

Mot surprisingly, ac-
cording to the MNational
Coalition Against Contra-
band Tobacco (NCACT),
black market cigarette
sales have soared to one in
three across the provinee,
and as high as two out of
every three in some areas -
significantly higher than
when the Liberals took of-
fice nearly 15 vears ago.

A recent commitiee re-
port to the Minister of
Health on Oct. 16 by the
Smoke-Free Ontario Mod-
ernization report, sug-
gests  the government
should further and sub-
stantially increase smoke
taxes in an effort to "dis-
courage smoking."”

That seems contrary to
the logic being applied by
Sousa and the provincial
government on the pot file,
where maintaining rea-
sonable prices is wvery
much part of the strategy
to tackle black market
sales,

Little aches and pains can lead to
bigger stresses and strains...
There are olten simple, effective, and non-invasive solutions to correcting postural
and muscular imbalances. Using a variety of joint and solt tssue technigues,
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I _ life at home, at work, ..||:|-.!: play
Amelia Fratnik, B.Sc., D.C., ART
Doctor of Chiropractic,
Certified Active Release Technique provider
Health: 905 873-8729 www.healthspan.ca
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November 24, 25, 30

December1, 2 at 8pm

November 26

December 2, 3 at 2pm

Tickets Now Available!

9 Church 5t., Georgetown
905-877-3700
globeproductions.ca

Ring in Ckrintman with
Tha Salvalion Army

Volunteer with a Purpose!

STAND BY ME!!
YOUR “GIFT OF TIME” CHANGES LIVES!

LAST YEAR THOUSAMDS OF FAMILIES ALL ACROSE CANADA WERE HELFEL:
BECAUSE FRIENDS OF THE ARMY CARED ABOLUT FAMILIES IN NEED

THEY TOOK TIME OUT OF THEIR BUSY CHRISTMAS SCHEDULES TO STAMD BY ME
AT A CHREISTMAS KETTLE LOCATION

Volunteer Information Evening:
Mon Nov 13" from 7:30 - 8:30 PM
Place: Georgetown Community Church,
271 Mountainview Rd 5.

Volunteer Application available online at:

hittp: bt im/m3mef

Kettle Kick-Off: Thurs Nov 23 @ T:00 PM
Place: Georgetown Marketplace
Everyone is invited to Join Us!

Applications for Assistance: Starting Nov 15"

Wed. Thurs.. & Fri.: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Place: 271 Mountainview Rd 5.

Tory Drive Donations Ara Mesded by

Wha ara aspacially in nasd af gifts and gift cards
for children and youth ages 10 - 18 years

December 18*, 20407

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS CHRISTMAS

For more information contact:
Kenle Coordinator: Emily Hanman

Phone: Y5-5T7-1374 ext. 103

Email: Emily _Harman@ can_salvationanmy, org

Donations towards our Chstmas campaign can be mailed
The Salvation Army, PO Box 1499, Geargetown, ON, LT0 4Y5
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