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EDITORIAL | OPINION
OUR VIEW

Nominate a youth
for their work

We say this every vear, and every vear it's true -voun
don't have to look far to find the leaders of tomorrow

They are at local schools, church groups and youth
clubs, already making a difference by contributing to
community life,

They are on sports teams and volunteering for organi-
zations,

They are collecting donations and supporting area
charities.

And they are excelling in school, maintaining top-level
grade point averages.

They are extraordinary, and it's time to recognize them.

Each vear;, the Ontario Community Newspapers Associ-
ation (QCNA) - of which the [FP is a member - co-ordinates
the Ontario Junior Citizen Awards program as a way to
honour and encourage vouths who are involved in com-
munity life,

People are asked to nominate a vouth they believe is
deserving of such recognition.

It's titme to move quickly, too, as the deadline for nom-
inations is Thursday, Now 30,

Any Ontario resident between the ages of six and 17
vears is eligible to be chosen as one of the final recipients
of the award.

How can vou zet involved? By nominating a vouth in
one of five categories:

A person involved in worthwhile community service,

A special voung person contributing to his or her
community while living with a physical or psychological
limitation;

An individual who has performed an act of heroism in
the past vear;

Excellence in achievement, such as the arts or athlet-
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Good kids who show a commitment to making life
beetter for others and do more than is normally expected of
someone their age.

Up to 12 nomineges will be chosen as the final recipients
of the award who will be invited to a ceremony next spring
in Toronto.

Each voung person who is nominated will be presented
with a certificate of recognition, and their contributions
will be highlighted with an article in the IFE

Help us pay tribute to our leaders of today and tomor-
T,

Again, the nomination deadline for the Ontario Junior
Citizen Awards is Now 30.

Visit wwwocha.org/juniorcitizen for more information
and to access the nomination forms.

These voung people are exceplional, with limitless
potential and the OCNA wants to recognize their accom-
plishments. Help us celebrate the voung people in our
community who are making a difference.
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Bill 163 vindictive
in nature

The Kathleen Wynne
government has  rushed
through Bill 163 to make sig-
nificant legal restrictions
and punishments for abor-
tion clinic witnessing and
protesting, It threatens pro-
life witnesses with fines of
up to $5,000 and six months
in jail. No doubt this govern-
ment feels strongly support-
ive of abortion and expects
very little blowback. They
will not get it from the To-
ronto media.

[ do not understand their
urgency. Their attitude
takes on the tone of vindic-
tiveness, az if any difference
of opinion is a major insult.
And I suppose, to them, it is.

Mavbe they sense that
society is more and more
trending to favour pro-life
attitudes, =0 they must act
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now, Maybe it is a play to
their progressive base. May-
be it is their being anti-reli-
gion and they are giving in
to higotry. 1 do not know,

But, what they are not at-
tending to are some little-
discussed points,

They have not heard
from the women who, as a
result of the witnessing,
chose to have their babies
and are now so very glad
that they did. They are not
considering how many of
the women who did have
abortions deeply regret it.

Each  unborn  child
whose life is ended would
have been a jov in some-
one’s arms if it had been al-
lowed to live.,

Each one would have
been aunigue human being,
unique in the entire history
of the cosmos, able to make
unigque contributions to all
of us, If in no other way, by
teaching us how we need to
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love, how we need to -
ture.

Bv the time you read this,
it may be too late. The hill
will have passed. But, at
least, remember in sorrow
what this Liberal govern-
ment represents.,

David Davies

Scrapping Indian Act
won't improve
Aboriginal
communities

Re: Editorial Sept. 21, End
af Indian Act worth disciss-
g

Serapping the act would
donothing tosolve the prob-
lem of schooling and health
care, which the act prom-
ised but has wretchedly de-
livered, ensuring the contin-
ued misery of many who
have always deserved better,
Further, it ignores the great-
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er problem of the land.

If povernments going
back 200 vears hadn't conve-
niently confiscated treaty
landz whenever settlers cast
their eves upon them, and if
Indigenons education had
always matched that given
to the rest of us, then our In-
digenous friends might have
thriving economies and
healthy communities.

Their rightful lands
would include oil fields,
mines, and tourist areas, in-
stead of casinos and bleak
and isolated reserves in
places no one else ever
wanted.

A "pavoult to each Indige-
nous  man, woman, and
child in Canada" to settle
outstanding land claims
and  freaty  guarantees
wonld be impossibly expen-
zive, solve almost nothing,
and be an admission of our
failure as a country.
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