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Minister of Health finally agrees to meet with Halton Region

GRAEME FRISQUE
grisque@metroland. com

After a month and three re-
quests, minister of health and
long-term care, Eric Hoskins,
will meet with Halton Region
chair Gary Carr to discuss long-
standing healthcare issues fac-
ing the region.

A representative from Hos-
kin's office confirmed on Tues-
dav (Nowv. 21) a meeting has been
set  after  Wellington-Halton
Hills MPFE. Ted Arnott, accused
the minister of ignoring the re-
gion's requests to meet.

Carr first called for the meet-
ing to address a number of long-
standing issues surrounding
the delivery of health care in the
region in October,

Chiefamongthe concerns the
region would like to address
with Hoskins are an approxi-
mately 310 million per wvear
shortfall in health care funding,
as well as a proposed realign-
ment of the provinces Local In-
tegrated Health Networks.

While these issues have been
aconcern for some time, it wasa
recent report by an expert panel
commissioned by the minister

which brought the discussion
bubbling back to the surface
again.

"On Oct. 3. the health and so-
cial services committee dis-
cussed the expert panel's find-
ings on public health. The panel
suggested condensing the exist-
ing 36 boards of health into 14,
which would split the region in-
totwo different boards," said Ar-
nott in a release.

In February 2017, the region
threatened to ignore provincial-
ly mandated growth targets if
funding gaps were not ad-
dressed.,

"Halton Region continues to
experience lunding shortfallzs in
public health programs, includ-
ing paramedic services. In total,
this represents a lunding short-
fall of $9.7 million in 2007," said
the region in a release in Febru-
ary.

"Municipalities do not have
the adeguate revenue tools to
satisfvy the ‘growth pays for
growth” principle. As a result of
these limitations, there is an es-
timated funding gap of $14.1 mil-
lion per year and combined,
there exists a tax impact of 10
per cent on the regional portion
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Wellington-Halton Hills MPP Ted Arnotl says Minister of
Health and Long-term Care, Eric HosKkins, is ignoring Halton
Region’s request for a meeting regarding longstanding
concerns over inadegquate funding and healtheare delivery

across the region.

of property taxes to the resi-
dents of Halton," it added.
According to Arnott, Carr's
October meeting request was ig-
nored by Hoskins and the minis-
try.
The inaction prompted Ar-
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nott to bring the reguest for-
ward in the legislature on Nov.
15, He says he spoke to Hoskins
again during an emergency sit-
ting of the house on Saturday
(Mov, 18) and reiterated the re-
quest - to no avail.
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"Halton Regional Council is
expressing serious concerns
about the report of the Minis-
ter's Expert Panel on Public
Health, which is entitled Public
Health Within An Integrated
Health System,” said Arnott in
the House. "What's more, they
are speaking up about the fact
that this government continues
to shortchange the Region of
Halton for public health - to the
tune of almost $10 million a
yvear."

"Tapproached the Minister in
the Legislature on Saturday
during the emergency sitting of
the Legislature and reminded
him again that he needs to meet
with the Regional Chair and Re-
pional representatives,” added
Arnott in an email response to
The IFP. "He has vet to agree to
this meeting."

In response to Arnott's gues-
tions in the legislature on Nov
15, Hoskins acknowledged the
meeting request but was non-
committal in addressing it.

"I know there is a request in
from the Regional Chair of Hal-
ton, Mr. Speaker. I'm happv to
have alook at that," replied Hos-
kins.

CHURCHES &TEM PLES

HALTOM KILLS

)'\Famlly House
of WORSHIP
familyhousestworship@start.ca
Services EVERY Sunday
16 Adamson Street,
South Norval,
Halton Hills

To advertise your
church services or any other
church event here
please contact
Kelli Kosonic
905-234-1018
or email
kkosonic@theifp.ca

And we are FINALLY

moving Sale!

Services starting
at 1 Dam

SAVE on EVERYTHING - Instore items & Parts!

Friday & Saturday
November 24 - 25, 2017

(*regular retail prices)

auditiong

The GLT Youth Compary Spring Production,
‘Dark of The Moon”
by Howard Richardson and William Bearney

Saturday December 2, 10:00 to 2:30 at

IR
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1-866-445-4447 | 1

’ 905-877-4266

November 23, 24, 25 at 7:30pm

) November 25 at 2:00pm 33 Stewarttown Rl
10 Lindsay Court gf n . - BT
Georgetown, ON L7G 454 630{? oW Ticket prices are $10.00 2172 bt time st Headshot and preporedt

or $5.00 for Students with ID.

Performances held at the GLT Studio,
33 Stewarttown Rd.
Please call the Studio for mare infarmation: 905-877-3422

monalogue reguested,

Is FINALLY moving to ERIN, ON & re-branding as: *RV

Under the Stars 721/

To Erin:

9577 - Sideroad 17,
Erin, ON NOB 1T0
www.georgetownrv.ca

GEORGETOWN LITTLE
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PRODUCTIONS

thaifp.ca




