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FCM to assist government spending
designated for housing, infrastructure

KATHRYN BOYLE
kboyle@theifp.ca

Halton Hills councillor Clark Somerville
may hold the title of past-president with the
Federation of Canadian Municipalites
(FCM), but he is still very much involved in
some of its major initiatives,

Last month, Somerville and Blair Lan-
caster, A Burlington councillor, both attend-
ed a FCM Board of Directors meeting in Al-
berta to discuss how decisions in the federal
government's national infrastructure plan
and the National Housing Strategy can
transform communities across Canada.

The federal government introduced
phase two of its infrastructure plan, which
consists of $81 billion, and examined the
ways the funds could be utilized.

"We have never stopped planning for in-
frastructure since I've been on FCM,” Som-
erville told the Independent.

In fall 2007, the federal government in-
troduced its infrastructure deficit in Cana-
da, being $123 billion, and it's since grown.

The majority of Canada's infrastruc-
ture, which consists of bridges, roads, and
more, was built over 50 vears ago and is
meeting the end of its life cycle.

With FCM, Somerville will work closely
with the government and with municipal-
ities across Canada to distribute the fund-

ing.

“This i= a game-changer for communi-
fies," he explained. "Once in a generation
does something like this come along.”

“The Prime Minister came up to me and
said: "This is vour budget.” he said. "This is
a historic budget. We have never had this
much money over a 10- to 1l-vear time
frame.”

The National Housing Strategv is anoth-
er matter FCM will be working closely on,
with #15 hillion available from the govern-
ment. Details on how the money will be uti-
lized will be published at a later date,

“The Mational Housing Strategv is an
important component to Canada's housing
gyatem, and it's essential that the federal
government focus on fundamentals such as
repairing =ocial housing,” Lancaster said in
a press release. "Leveraging our local ex-
pertise to build new affordable homes that
fit long-range community plans is the mes-
sage that we are tryving to deliver.”

Somerville is optimistic about the up-
coming discussions regarding both the
strategy and the infrastructure plan, and is
looking forward to what the future will
bring.

"FCM works closely with 18 provincial
associations, so when we approach both
provincial and federal governments, we
will be a united voice," he said.
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