NEWS

Halton Police demonstrate new automated tech capable
of monitoring hundreds of licence plates per hour

GRAEME FRISQUE
giisgue@metraland.com

A new technology in-
stalled in 10 Halton Re-
gional Police Service
(HRPS) cruisers will not
only improve on efficien-
cy, but officer safety also.

The Automated Li-
cence Plate Recognition
(ALPR) system scans li-
cence plates as vehicles
pass a cruiser and com-
pares them to Ministry of
Transportation  (MTO)
and RCMP databazes to
identify expired driver's
licences and plates, as well
as identify any plates asso-
ciated with eriminal activ-
ity or active cases.

"One of the things that
we brought up to the po-
lice zervices board is that
it works automatically in
the backeground, and that
keeps the officers eves on
the road, Keeps them

looking for other offences

and what not instead of

having to tyvpe plates in
and run plates" said
Const. David Allen, who
accompanied The IFP on a
ride-along to demonstrate
the tech in action.

"Looking for suspended
drivers and stolen wehi-
cles is one of the Munctions
of a police officer, so just
the fact it can operate in
the background and I can
go about mv day doing my
patrols, it's great. It's a
huge boost in safety.”

"It's a force multiplier,
too, Because if a typical of-
ficer can run 50 platesin a
shift, this thing can do
hundreds per hour,” added
Allen, who headed up the
pilot project and rollout.

According to Allen, the
technology  has  been
evolving for decades, but
the HRPS is among the
first handful of forces in

"Looking for suspended drivers and
stolen vehicles is one of the functions
of a police officer, so just the fact it
can operate in the background and I
can go about my day doing my
patrols, it’s great. It's a huge boost

in safety.”
Const. David Allen

the province to utilize the
technology.

The technology was
tested last vear in Burling-
ton in one vehicle, The re-
sults were so positive, the
Halton police services
board approved the instal-
lation of 10 more units,
which will ensure each of
the region's three policing
districts will be supported
by at least three cruisers
equipped with the technol-

ogy.

The unit, which is mon-
itored through a special
sereen, is connected to
three cameras in the
cruiser, one on each side
and one in the rear. The
dual colour/infrared cam-
eras monitor plates as
they pass while the cruis-
er is either moving or
parked on the side of the
road.

"Once the system is
turned on, the infrared
LEDs blast out infrared

light, which when it hits a
reflective licence plate,
bounce back and the svs-
tem makes a determina-
fion that it is a licence
plate, takes a snapshot of
that licence plate and then
tries to decipher what the
plate characters are,” said
Allen.

"It then uses optical
character recognition (to
read the plate), then it
checks those characters
against a list of known bad
plates, whether on the sus-
pended driver list, stolen
vehicle list - it does il in
under a second,” he added.

Plates with no wviola-
tions or warrants attached
to them cvele through un-
til the system gets a hit,
The system breaks down
offences into two catego-
ries; low priority and high
priority. When a minor of-
fence, such as an expired
plate sticker, is identified,

the svstem alerts the offi-
cer with a vellow flashing
screen. A high-priority of-
fence, such as a stolen car,
fake plates or criminal
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warrant, appears as a red *

alert on the screen accom-
panied by a voice record-
ingidentifying it as a high-
priority hit.

The officer is provided
with all necessary details
on the screen instanta-
neously, and bazed on
their discretion can then
pull the driver of the
marked vehicle over and
investigate Murther.

"All the officers learn
during their training that
a hit is only a suspicion
that something might be
wrong with that plate, and
that they still have to for-
mulate their own grounds
to lay a charge,” said Al-
len. "All it does is (serve
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LIONS CLUB OF GEORGETOWN

proudly presents the

86" ANNUAL SANTA CLAUS PARADE

NIGHT PARADE s74r7rs A7 5:00 PM

Date: Saturday, November 18, 2017 Theme: CHRISTMAS IN CANADA....150 YEARS

ENTRY FORM
Name of Group: Contact Person: Email:
Address: City:
Postal Code: Phone: Fax:
Float Design: (Brief Description)
Music: Yes No Number of Marchers/Walkers: Overall Length:
Special Requests:

Entry forms miust be retarned wo later than Saturday November 4, 2007 to ensore your spol. AN participants of the parade showld arvive no later than 4:30 poa to avoid confusion.

PARADE ROUTE Guelph 5t. from Sinclair to Mill 5t. and
Charles St. to the fairgrounds.

Due to increasing rising costs an entry fee aof $75.00
would be greatly appreciated
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Please mail entry form to: Lions Santa Claus Parade
Ei), Box 73, Georgetown, ON L7G 4T1 or by email to louwieviolo6 7 Egmail.com

Louie Violo @ 416-346-2080 » AL Wair @@ 905-877-98596

John Fimi @ 647-261-9628

**Please, No Political or Protest Groups**
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