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‘Big wheel keep on turnin’,
Proud Mary keep on burnin’

Way back when I was a
teen, one of my favourite
music groups was Cree-
dence Clearwater Revival.

CCR, Creedence Clear-
water Revival or simply
Creedence - the group was
well known to all of my age
ETOLUR.

And I tell yva, when it
came to Al, mint and unre-
al gear jammin’ music
while seated behind the
wheel of a fire-breathing
muscle car, well, Cree-
dence was pretty much the
music of choice,

Everyone knew Proud
Mary, Green River or Born
on the Bayou, and count-
less others. They were clas-
sic  rock-and-roll  songs
with a down south feel.

I had every CCR eight
track tape known to man-
kind in my car and thev re-
ceived hours of play time in
that ald eight track plaver.

I don't have a "bucket
list" but T do have a few
groups from my younger
days that I'd like to see.
And.John Fogerty was one.

I've seen The Stones,
The Who, and McCartney.
Alzo The Eagles, Sadly, af-
ter losing Glen Frey, I real-
ized how mortal we all are.

My all-time favourite
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group is still Croshy, Stills,
Nash and Young, which
['ve seen twice in concert
as well.

But back to Creedence,
or more specifically Foger-
tv - I'was looking at various
shows at local venues, and
saw Fogerty was playing
the River Run Centre in
Guelph.

[ was a bit surprised that
he'd play a small venue like
Guelph, but there it was;
"John Fogerty and Cree-
dence Clearwater Surviv-
al."

0K, it said "survival”
not "revival." Maybe it was
hi= joke that he'd "sur-
vived" that long in the busi-
ness,

What the heck, [ ordered
tickets, and The Sidekick
and I found ourselves at
River Bun Centre on Satur-

day, Sept. 23.

It was a sold-out show,
and on the way in, we ran
into a former school friend
and his wife. We chatted
and agreed to meet at inter-
mission.

The show started with
an AV presentation outlin-
ing Fogerty's early days,
and finally, that signature
bass rmun  from Run
Through the Jungle start-
ed  up, and Fogerty
emerged through a cloud of
smoke, onto the stage.

We were in Row 3, al-
most lookin® up his nos-
trils.

Allthose CCR memories
flooded back. I loved that
music, and the effect it had
on me as a kid.

I knew every lvric! Twas
in heaven.

And as  the smoke
cleared [ thought to myself,
that John Fogerty had aged
well for a 72-vear-old.

I pulled out my smart-
phone and looked up a few
photos, He'd certainly won
the aging lottery!

Between songs he'd talk
about "I wrote this song
back in the "80s when I was
stuck in such-in-such."

And at one point, he
even made reference to his

wife Julie Lebiedzinski in
the crowd . wow, she came
along too?

Al Intermission, I ran
into my old school friend
and we discussed the show,

"He sure looks good for
T2-years-old," he said to
me. I agreed, but pointed
out that I'd recently seen
The Who and 73-vear-old
Roger Daltrey looked like
he was 30 vears old.

We know celebrities
spend obscene amounts of
money to look young, And
we all know that Fogerty's
dark hair couldn’t be real.

A couple vears ago [ saw
John Fogerty on American
Idol on TV, At that time he
locked to be in amazing
shape.

After the River Run
show, The Sidekick and I
made our way home, won-
dering if we'd actually =een
John Fogerty or not.

Once home, 1 looked up
his website, and checked
out hizs tour schedule,

Yup, by golly, it was
right there - John Fogerty
was plaving Saturday,
Sept. 23,2017, in Las Vegas.

Oh well, at least myv
Down Memory Lane mem-
ories were genuine, even if
the performer wasn't,
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This picture was taken on Main Street, looking
north. The second building on the right is 91 to 97
Main Street. Currently, only four windows remain.
Date of the Then photo is 1925,

Cyclists, pedestrians
need to respect each
other

I have lived in Halton
the majority of my life and
have enjoved and raised
my family here.

I am proud to call Bur-
lington my home.

This situation with
bikes; Tam sorry, but [ need
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to speak up,

I myself enjov jumping
on my bike or walking in
and around Burlington and
I particularly enjoy head-
ing down to our beautiful
waterfront.

I am very disturbed by
what happened to a visitor
from another country that
was hit by a bike and was
injured. This should NOT
have happened.
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That sounds like an iso-
lated case and well (we
need to) look at the person
riding the bike. They took
off, (s0) what does that say?
Mozt people would not act
in that manner.

I have travelled quite a
bit to other cities and coun-
tries and I walk and ride
bikes when away, T have no-
ticed - especially in Van-
couver - they have made it
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quite clear where the bikes
go and where pedestrians
should walk. It iz also
(about) respect forr each
other,

If thers are too many
people, slow down. It's sim-
ple. Have pure respect for
cach other.

I have spoken to the city
and expressed my con-
cerns for years that the
proper markings have be-
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come worn down and now I
believe paved over. This, to
me, iz a huge =afety con-
CET'T.

Bike paths and walk-
ways need to be enjoved by
all, to encourage exercise,
and to just get people out-
gide and out of their cars.

Burlington has been giv-
en the best citv to live in
award. Can we please make
(paths, walkways) one of
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our best spots in Burling-
ton - safe for all concerned?

We are better than this.

Let’sfixit and malke des-
ignated areas and make
our city more bike-friendly
and accessible.

Also, we need proper
hike lanes on our roads
that are safe. Everything is
a process, bt it has to start
to move forward.
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