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Local parent wary of social media usage at elementary school

KATHRYM BOYLE
kboyleithaifp.ca

A Georgetown parent is
guestioning the online
safety measures a local
school is putting in place
to keep sensitive informa-
tion out of the hands of
predators.

The school, St. Francis
of Assisi, utilizes Face-
book, Twitter and You-
Tube pages to keep par-
ents, students and teach-
ers in the loop of happen-
ings at the school, such as
fire alarms and class
events, The accounts are
open, meaning anvone -
even someone without a
Twitter account - and can
read what’s happening at
the school.

"Why iz there no securi-
tv?" A parent, who will not
be identified for their chil-
dren’s sake, told the Inde-
pendent. "You fry and
teach kids to be safe on-
line, vet their page is open
to any prowler.”

At the beginning of the

school vear, paperwork is
sent home with each child
regarding a number of
things, one of them being
social media. On a [airly
consistent basis, St. Fran-
cig, and its teachers, will
post photos of the class-
room, some including chil-
dren, and some with full
names displayed.

One of the photos fea-
tured the name of this par-
ent's daughter, open for
anvone to see, As of Sepl.
25, the photo was taken
from the account.

"T =lgned papers under
the bad assumption (the
school) was putting securi-
tv measures in place,” the
parent said. "I just don't
get how a Twitter account
i helping parents or the
kids."

Mark Witter, principal
at 5t. Francis, said the
school Twitter account is
used to keep people in-
formed.

"We like to share the
good things happening at
the school," he said.

He confirmed at the be-
ginning of the year, paper-
work is sent home to be
signed by parents, and that
paperwork is good for that
school year, Should any
parent decide to exclude
their child from social me-
dia posts, staff always
make an effort to make
sure they are not included
in any photos,

"We want to be a good
model for students and
show them the way to be-
ing a good digital citizen,”
Witter said.

Locking the account, or
having people send a re-
quest to follow the ac-
count, would make the
page difficult to manage
and would be taking away
an avenue for parents to
see what's happening, he
explained.

After hearing some of
the concerns, Witter said
he talked to a representa-
tive from the Halton Cath-
olic District School Board
(HCDSE). Messages were
left for the representative,
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A local parent has some concerns regarding a Georgetown elementary school’s
protocol for sharing material on social media, namely Twitter.

but were not returned.
According to the
HCDSE social media infor-
mation page, there are a
number of rules regarding
its use, such as not to use
social media for personal
attacks, not to post any-
thing the world shouldn't
seeand not to spam others,

The school board also lists
under basic rules that any
personal information will
not be shared in any public
reports or documents.
Similarly, the Dufferin-
Peel Catholic Distriet
School Board follows simi-
lar guidelines, and also
has a Twitter and YouTuabe

account.

The Georgetown parent

was pleased to see the pho-
to of their daughter's
name taken down, but
they are looking for more.

"These are our kids,"
they said. "Practice what
we preach to them about
online safety.”
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Learn more and provide input

Read the discussion guide and

Aftend a
small group
meeting in
Miltorn (REVP

Alterd
an open
house
{drap-in}

complete a feedback farm anline
at emmilton.ca or provide a
written submission by email to
milton@cn.ca or mail.

ow can alsa visit our Milten Information Centre - see details (and full meeting schedule)

™
_. 3 r! i 1 ‘ A . at enmilton.ca. RSVP (small group mecting anly): milton@eon.ca or 1.800.216.9466.
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4 o ’ "!- g ' : Halton Hills open house (drop-in)

Célebrate Halton's Catholic Teachers

October 5 201? Date Time Location

1
1 Manday, 6:30 p.m, to Mold-Masters SportsPlex — 221 Guelph Strest,
warld TEEL‘hEI‘S Day i Dctaber 16 8:30 p.m, Geargetown {Gardon Alcott Hentage Hall)
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