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Food chain will
collapse without bees

® Continued from page 37

will promote healthy envi-
ronments for pollinators,
We hope these efforts will
contribute to maintaining
pollinator populations and
allow these species to
thrive in our community
for generations to come,"
he added.

Currently in the plan-
ning stages, Benson said a
work plan will be brought
forward as part of the re-
gion's 2018 Budget and
Business Plan.

For its part, Halton
Hills council voted unani-
mously in support of for-
thering the initiative local-
Iy in Halton Hills and in-
atructed town staff to look
intowaystodo soatitareg-
ular meeting on Aug, 28.

"Sustainability is a stra-
tegic priority of Council so
it makes sense that Halton
Hills would support polli-
nator initiatives." said
mavor Rick Bonnette.

"There should be some
good "buze” around this."
"Asabee keeper myself,
I know only too well the
importance of supporting

pollinator initiatives."
added councillor Bob In-
zlis,

According to a Govern-
ment of Ontario Pollinator
Health fact sheet found on
its website, bess are the
most common pollinator
with more than 700 species
native to Canada. Other
pollinators include butter-
flies, moths, wasps, flies,
hummingbirds and some
apecies of beetle.

Many crops in Ontario
including apples, cherries,
peaches, plums, cucum-
bers, asparagus, sguash,
pumpkins, melons, blue-
berries, cranberries and
many others rely on polli-
nators.

"Improving the health
of bees and other pollina-
tors is a necessity, Without
pollinators, much of the

food we eat and the natural
habitats we enjov would
not exist," savs the provin-
cial government on its
website. "The decline of
these pollinators is a seri-
ous problem that reguires
immediate action to en-
sure that Ontario's food
asystemn and natural envi-
ronment are protected.”

According to the prov-
ince's research, bee winter
die-off rates averaged ap-
proximately 34 per cent
over the 12 vears leading
up to 2014 and has been in-
creasing  annually. The
generally accepted level is
around 15 per cent.

“In 2000-2011, winter
mortality rate for honey
bees waz 43 per cent. In
2012-13 the rate was 38 per
cent. Last winter the mor-
tality rate reached its
highest level at 58 per
cent,” writes the province,
adding pesticide use iz a
major concern for pollina-
tor population health.
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Freshly Made &
Baked On Premises

Breads, Buns, Pastries, Meat

Pies & More!

IMPORTED BRITISH CHEESES

330 GUELPH 5T. GEORGETOWMN (opposite Conadion T}
05-B77-0596 - www.millersscoftishbakery.com

. 40z Burger Combo or $5.99
MONDAY : Veggie Burger Combo
TUESDAY : Burrito or Chicken Shawarma Pita $5.99

WEDNESDAY :

THURSDAY : Pulled Pork or Fish on a Kaiser $5.99
FRIDAY : 2 - Fish and Chips Dinners $21.99
SATURDAY : 2 - 100z Steak Dinners $29.99
SUNDAY : 16 Piece Bucket Crispy Fried Chicken $19.99

212 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON ¢ 905.873.1112

or Chicken Souvlaki Pita

Veal or Chicken Parmesan on a Kaiser $5.99




