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Terry Fox Run returns for 37th annual event

On Sunday, Sept. 17, the
A7th annual Terry Fox Run
will take place in George-
town at the Gellert Centre,
and in Acton at Acton Dis-
trict High School.

In Georgetown, the run
takes place from 10 a.m. tol
pam., where participants
can walk, run, or wheel a
one-Kilometre "Fun Run"
or a five-kilometre loop.
Available on =site will be
Domino's Pizza, Terra Cot-
ta Cookies, and a raffle and
gilemt auction featuring
products and services from
over 30 local buzinesses,

In Acton, residents can
arrive any time between &
aum. and 3 pon. where they
can walk, run or cycle
some, or all, of the 25 laps
around the high school
track, Official opening cer-
emonies will take place at 8
a.m. with the Acton Citizen
of the Year, Keith Black, in
attendance to cut the rib-
bon, along with the newly-
crowned Miss Acton Fall
Fair,

A food booth will be on
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site, with all food donated
bv local businesses, All
proceeds will be donated di-
rectly to the cause, Terry
Fox T-shirts will be for sale,
and Halton Hills firefight-
ers will be stopping by in
the morning with a fire
truck kids can venture into.

The single mission of
the Terry Fox Foundation,
as Terrv himself insisted, is
to fund innovative cancer
research, and here is the
reason why: when Terry
was receiving his chemo-
therapy treatments in the
cancer clinic following the
amputation of his leg, he
was devastated by the pain
and suffering he saw
around him. So many pa-
tients losing their fight
against cancer, because in
those days, the stark statis-
tics were that two-thirds of
cancer patients would pass
from the disease. Those ex-
periences  made Terry

stronger and more compas-
sionate, as well as motivat-
ed him.

He believed he was one
of the lucky ones who
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would survive cancer and
he wanted to do all he could
to  advance cancer re-
search, knowing it was the
kev to better patient out-
comes and less sulfering
for them and their families.

Terrv decided to run
across Canada, and began
intensive training, not only
to prove to himself that he
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The Terry Fox Run will take place on Sept. 17.

could do it, but to physical-
ly prepare for the challenge
ahead. Once he and his
friend, Doug Alward, dis-
cuszed details and the tim-
ing of what would become
the Terry Fox Marathon of
Hope, Terry wvisited the

British Columbia/Yukon
division of the Canadian
Cancer Society to tell them
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of his plan to raise $1 mil-
lion for research, and he re-
gquested their support.

And so began the epic
journey, from St John's,
M.I., to Thunder Bay, an
event that iz so fondly re-
membered by all who wers
fortunate enough to see
him in person and by all Ca-
nadians who followed his
progress through the me-
dia.

Asg he ran, day after day,
in all weather conditions
and battling traffic, Terry's
grit and determination and
courage instilled inus all a
sense of pride and appreci-
ation. We were proud of
Terry and we were proud of
our country, Terry's Cana-
da, our Canada. Who would
have believed that anyone,
let alone an amputes, could
run a marathon a day, ev-
ery day. for 143 davs, cover-
ing 3.339 miles.

On Sept. 1, 1980, Terry
ran his last miles, and at a
heartbreaking news con-
ference, he shared the dev-
astating news that his can-
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cer had returned and he
was flving home for treat-
ment. It seemed unfair, but
Terry said, "I don't feel this
is unfair. That's the thing
about cancer. I'm not the
only one. It happens all the
fime, to other people. I'm
not special. This just inten-
sifies what I did, it gives it
more meaning, it'll inspire
people more.”

The initial fundraising
target was $1 million, and
during the run, it increased
to 510 million. At one point,
Terry had thought that if
evervone in Canada gave
one dollar, it would raise
22 million for cancer re-
search. Before he died, his
family told him on June 28,
1981, donations to the Mara-
thon of Hope reached $23.4
million: more than Terry
had ever hoped for,

After his death, Terry
passed the torch to Canadi-
ans. Today, 37 years later,
over 750 million has been
raised in Terry's name,
with all funds dedicated to
research, as he wished.

Werking with cur dvertising rep, Belli, ta get our ads in
thie paper in a timely basis has bean qreat! We are a busy,
smiall business and she keps us on track, Also, she s really
great in letting us know when there are local events coming
up that we might like to partner with in terms of our
advertising. Kelli comes up with ideas for ads that we had
not thought of, which we really ap precate.

The weekly ads we do in the newspaper have helped our
Bbusiness especially for the summer camps! Each of our 4
weeks were filled almest before the Summer started which
hadn't happened before. We have had pecple say they have
seen our ads in the paper and have come in to meet s and
chek things oul.

L5 imiportant to advertise in the local paper as it builds
community and supparts all local businesses.

Happy Sewdng!
Linda and Ang
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