Region also provides
naloxone to at-risk drug users

A NEW CEMETERY

IN HALTON HILLS
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to reduce the spread of
blood-borne illnesses such
as HIV/AIDS and hepatitis
B and C among intrave-
nous drug and steroid us-
ers,

Use of the program has
steadily increased since
202, That vear, the region
handed out 147,871 needles
while  receiving  back
105,604 dirty needles in re-
turn.

Last vear's data showed
program use had nearly
doubled in the five vears
since, with 283,025 needles
handed out compared to
202031 dirty needles col-
lected.

"Meedle exchange pro-
grams help by modifving
many risk-related practic-
es of injection drug users
such as reusing and shar-
ing needles,” said the re-
gion on its wehsite,

"The program is alsoim-
portant becanse it controls
the unsafe disposal of nee-
dlesin the community {e.g.,
playgrounds, washrooms)
and reduces the risk of
blood-borne infections,” it
adds.

Both needles used for in-
travenous drug injections
and those used for inter-
muscular steroid injection
are available, with 182,508

such as reusing and sharing

needles,"

-Halton Public Health website

and 100,519 handed out for
each last year, respectively.

"As part of this pro-
gram, outreach workers
and public health nurses
operate a mobile outreach
garvice in Halton where
they exchange used nee-
dles for new clean needles,
provide health information
to clients, distribute con-
doms and make referrals to
drug and alcohol treatment
centres”

The Exchange Works
program offers other ser-
vices including the distri-
bution of alecohol swabs, fil-
ters, sterile water and con-
doms and lube.

Hepatitis A and B vacci-
nations, HIV testing and
sexually-transmitted infec-
tion testing are also avail-
able through the outreach
program and at regionally
operated  sexual  health
clinies across the region.

Information on safer in-
jection, HIV/AIDS and
hepatitis education, coun-
selling and treatment re-
ferrals and crack kits are
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also listed as services of-
fered through program on
the region’s website.

The region also pro-
vides naloxone to at-risk
drug users, a medication
which can temporarily re-
verse symptoms of an
opioid overdose,

From February to May
of this vear, Halton Health
said it handed out 53 nasal
spray naloxone lkits
through its clinics and out-
reach program tousers and
their family and friends - 11
of which were provided as
replacements for lost or
used kits.

"Clients receive training
in recognizing the symp-
toms of an overdose, basic
resuscitation skills and in-
struction in the use of nal-
oxone,” said regional stafl
inits report,

While the report savs
opioid use and opioid-relat-
ed hospital visits in Halton
have increased over the
last decade, both remain
lower than the provincial

average,
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people of all religious faiths.

Contact us for information about available interment options,
either at time of need or in advance.

fDEVEREAUX
CEMETERY

Owned and operated by The Roman Cathellc Episcopal Corporation of the Diacese of Hamilton

905-877-8500 | www.devereauxcemetery.ca

why )should | choose DEKER%‘_
Reader’s Choice last 7 years running 3 ‘

» Halton Hills' Business of the Year

» Certified, licensed electricians

» Locally family owned and operated

* Fully stocked trucks

» Zero WSIB claims

» Fast, friendly service

* Not one but five Certified Generac technicia

...and we’re just great people to work with!

eLeCTRIC Itd.
905-702-0515

www.dekerelectric.ca
SALES SERVICE

ESA #7003060

L
GENERAC

£2 ¥ GEORGETOWN DAYCARE CENTRE
TR0 AND NURSERY SCHOOL INC

Enriching the lives of Children Since 1985.

Daycare
- Full or P/IT i ¢ - v L
Newborn - 12 Yrs LI i 1) e
Nursery RATE: $225/wk

School
Prﬂgrﬂm AUl snweks aad delp Feos are Ineluded In the weekly rate
Weekly Camps run July 3ed - Sept 15t

Ages 2-5 yrs, Call for space,

* Teansportation To/From
Local Schools
* Ages 3-12

* Nutritious Lunches &
Snacks made on site

LOCATIONS 479 Guelph St., Norval 905-877-4376 + 483 Guelph St., Norval 905-877-4375
www.georgetowndaycare.ca

* Beautiful parkland setting 2t the
Luey Maud Montgomery Park

* PD Days & Christmas
Break Programs
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