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More mosquitoes test positive for West Nile virus in Halton

GRAEME FRISQUE
girisquae@metraland. com

The Region of Halton is
advizsing residents of an-
other test batch of mosgui-
toes found to carry West
MNile virus, bringing the to-
tal up to five positive batch-
e5 in the region so far this
summer.

A release posted to the
region's website on July 20
savs the latest positive
batch was discovered in
Milton, The region says it
alzo discovered four batch-
es testing positive in Qak-
ville.

This follows a recent re-
port of three dead crows
found in Milton which also
tested positive for West
Mile virus last month,

"The Halton Region
Health Department works
diligently to reduce the
risk of West Nile virus in
our community through
both education and preven-
tive programs such as lar-
viciding," said Halton's act-
ing medical officer of

health Dr. Daniela Kemp-
kens in the release.

The release added the
tvpes of mosquitoes that
can transmit the virus Lo
humans prefer to breed in
urban areas in pretty much
anything holding standing
water.

The region also offered
anumber of steps residents
can follow to help protect
themselves and their fami-
lies from the disease (Ses
sidebary.

In its annual infectious
diseases report, the region
reported one human case
in 2016, down from eight
confirmed cases in 2015,

According to  Health
Canada, mosl people infec-
ted with the virus show no
svmptoms at all.

"Symptoms can range
from mild to severe. Most
people (70 per cent to 80 per
cent) who are infected with
West Nile virus have no
syvmptoms.”

Mild symptoms first ap-
pear within two to 15 days
and can  include fever,
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Some of the species of mosquitos that carry the West Nile Virus.

headache, body aches, mild
rash and swollen lymph
glands.

"Anyvone infected with
West Nile virus can be at
risk of developing more se-
vere syvmptoms and health
effects, Adults 50 yvears or
older and those with un-
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derlving conditions or  high fever, stiff neck, nau-  er to Keep our community

Wweaker immune systems,
however, are at greater
risk,"” adds Health Canada
on its website,

Severs symptoms ocour
in fewer than one per cent

sea orf vomiting  (some-
times  both), difficulty
awallowing, drowsiness,
confusion, loss of con-
sciousness, lack of co-ordi-
nation, muscle weakness

safe and protect ourselves
from West Nile virus by re-
moving standing  water
sites that breed mosquitoes
and covering up or apply-
ing DEET or Icaridin when

outside during duszsk and
dawn," said Kempkens.

of cases, Serions symptoms
include severe headache,

and paralysis,
"We can all work togeth-

Permanent Results uith

g

» Safe » Affordable * Gentle
» Certified technician

* Comfortable home environment N
-~
Now Offering Y ), —

Microdermabrasion

Serving Halton Hills since 1999

Bare Image
FRlecrralyaia & Laser

DO YOU HEAR Ringing? Buzzing?

Book a TINNITUS Consultation Today!
NORTH HALTON

BETTER HEARING

| CENTRE
_g’é{ @ @" Hearing Testing, Hearing Aids
- ﬂ"l'

Accessories

120 Mill Street, Georgetown

Ph: 289-891-8833



