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West Nile virus-positive mosquitoes discovered in Georgetown. Mosquitoes
carrving the virus have now been discovered in all four of Halton Region's
municipalities this summer.

West Nile virus-positive
mosquitoes found in Georgetown

GRAEME FRISQUE
gifisguedmetroland.com

The Halton Region
Health  Department  is
alerting Georgetown resi-
dents after discovering a
test batch of mosguitoes
testing  positive for the
West Nile virus.

Mosguitoes testing posi-
tive for the disease have
now been discoverad in all
four of Halton Region’s ma-
jor municipalities.

The Region made the
announcement in a release
sent Aug. 18,

"“The Halton Region
Health Department works
diligently to reduce the
risk of West Nile virus in
our community through
both education and preven-
tive programs such as lar-
viciding," said Acting Med-
ical Officer of Health, Dr.
Daniela Kempkens,

“We can all work togeth-
er to keep our community
safe and protect ourselves
from West Nile virus by re-
moving standing  water
sites that breed mosquitoes
and covering up or apply-
ing DEET or lcaridin when
outside during dusk and
dawr.”

There have been 24 posi-
tive test batches discoverad
since the beginning of the
summer, including one in
Halton Hills, 12 in Oakville,
s5ix in Burlington and an-

other five in Milton.

Three dead crows carry-
ing the virus were found in
Milton at the end of June as
well,

The region has not vet
reported any human cases
so far this summer, but did
confirm one case in 2016 is
its annual infections dis-
gases report to council.
There were eight con-
firmed human cases in the
region in 2015,

Theregion is suggesting
residents take the follow-
ing steps to protect them-
selves and their families
from hites from potentially
infected mosguitoes.

- Cover up. Wear light-
coloured, long-sleeved
shirts and pants with tight-
ly-woven fabric,

- Use an approved insect
repellent, such as one con-
taining DEET or Icaridin.

- Avoid being outdoors
from early evening to
morning when mosgquitoes
are most active and likely
to bite, as well as at any
time in shady, wooded ar-
BAS.

- Make sure yvour win-
dow and door screens are
tight and without holes,
cuts, or other openings.

Reduce mosquito
breeding sites around your
home by getting rid of all
water-filled containers and
ohjects, where possible.
Change the water in bird

baths at least once per
week.

According to Health
Canada, most people infec-
ted with the virus show no
gymptoms at all.

"Symptoms can range
from mild to severe. Most
people (70 per cent to 80 per
cent) who are infected with
West Nile virus have no
symptoms.”

Mild symptoms first ap-
pear within two to 15 days
and can include fever,
headache, body aches, mild
rash, and swollen lymph
glands.

"Anvone infected with
West Nile virus can be at
risk of developing more se-
vere symptoms and health
effects, Adults 50 years or
older and those with un-
derlving conditions or
wealer immune systems,
however, are at greater
risk," adds Health Canada
on its wehsite.

The region provides a
map showing the locations
of standing water sites that
have had larvicide applied,
that can be found atl hal-
ton.ca/wnv.,

Residents  looking  for
more information or wish-
ing to report standing wa-
ter at public facilities
should wvisit halton.cas
wnv, call 3-1-1, or email
wnvi@halton.ca.

— With files from
an earlier report.
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www. turningwrenchautomotihve.com

Annual Safety inspections by Certified Mechanics

Oil Change
Lubrication
52 point inspection
Battery Check

FREE FLUID TOP UPS5*
ONLY

S2925

Vahiclas

Upgrade to synthetic

for *15 extra.
* up to 6 Ltr

We Can Help!

We're here for everything you need:
A/C, Brakes, Exhaust, Wipers,
Lights, Batteries
& More!

TIRE SPECIALS

* GREAT PRICES
e ALL SIZES

Car & Truck, ATV, Motorcycles
Lawn & Garden Equipment
Personal watercraft, Boats & More!

From Big to Small, Economic to Exotic
We Fix Them All
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