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THE NEW TANNER

COMMUNITY CORNER

Speedy Gilass.

* Truck Accessories = Upholstery
* Heavy Equipment Glass
* Window Tinting

354 Guelph Street,

(905)873-1655
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Firstline Contracting Services

+ General Repairs
{interior and exterior)

+ Drywall & Painting
« Deck & Fence Repair

info@firstlinecontracting.ca
519-767-5719
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- Roofing - Siding
« Alumium - Skylights

Call Steve for a FREE estimate

226-606-7663

A ONE

BURNER SERVICE INC.
TERRY ok JIM
Office: 519-853-2748

1-800-358-9131
e-mail: aone@bell.net
Emergency Service Available

For all your heating and
plumbing needs

A little bit of
Heaven

Ron Henry

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Serving the Community
for over 40 Years

67 Mill Streer East, Acton
& 27 Cork 51 Guelph
519-853-1160

SciENcE MATTERS

Carin Pelka

Llcenced Faralegal

Eafety & Insurance Board

- Claims/Revenue

62 Mill Street East
Acton, ON
By appointment only

Plastic straws suck

Ot all the plastic prod-
ucts we use and take for
granted, plastic drinking
straws arc among the
most unnecessary. De-
signed to be used once
and discarded, their
only real purpose is to
keep yvour mouth from
touching a glass or ice.
It made more sense in the
days when contaminated
vessels were more of an
1s50e.

Now, there’s a move-
ment to get people and
businesses to ditch the
straws, It may not secm
like a big deal, but 1t
is. In the U.5. alone,
people discard 500 mil-
lion straws every day,
or more than 180 bil-
lion a year, That’s about

1.4 million kilograms of

plastic sent to landfills
and into the oceans every
day!

Drinking straws have a
long history and weren't
always a big problem.
The first ones were made
from straw, or any straw-
like grass or plant. That
changed in the 15805
when Washington, D.C,,
resident Marvin Stone
was drinking a mint ju-
lep through a rve grass
stalk. He didn’t like
the residue it left in his
drink, and so he wrapped
paper around a pencil, re-
moved the pencil, glued
the paper together and a
straw was bormn! In 1888,
Stone patented a version
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SANDING &
REFINISHING

NEW SEASON SPECIAL
SAVE 30%

Mo Peeling or Flaking

519-774-8277
905-616-6588

WalkThru

GARAGE DOORS ! —

SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Call Dave The Door Guy
1.866.919.

made from manila paper
coated with paraffin.

Forty years later, Jo-
seph B. Friecdman saw
that his daughter was
having difficulty drink-
ing though a straight
straw. He inserted a
screw into a straw,
wrapped dental floss
around the ridges, re-
moved the serew and
invented the flexible or
“bendy™ straw, which he
patented in 1937,

The explosion of plas-
tic’s popularity in the
19605 and into the "70s
spelled the demise of the
paper straw. After that,
most drinking straw in-
novations were as much
about marketing as
function — including
the twisty Krazy Straw
and the wide straw-and-
spoon combo used to
drink slushy drinks.

Plastic straws are now
ubiguitous. Whether
yvou're ordering a take-
out drink, cold coffee
beverage, bar cocktail
or glass of water in a
restaurant, vou'll likely
get a plastic straw unless
you request your drink
without it. And vou
should, As a Trechugger
article notes, they don’t
biodegrade, they're dif-
ficult to recyele, they
leach toxic chemicals
into the ground and they
can end up in oceans,
Often. they're inciner-
ated, which puts toxins

By: David Suzuki

into the air.

MNumerous campaigns
I'li,i‘l."l: z:.prung Ll]J [£8] g[,'l
people to forgo drinking
straws — or at least to
use less environmentally
damaging alternatives,
Some restaurants have
stopped automatically
putting them in drinks,
and others are using
compostable straws,
but most still offer plas-
tic. International spirits
company Bacardi has
Joined with the Sur-
frider Foundation for a
“no-straw movement”
as part of 1ts Good
Spirited: Building a
Sustainable Future pro-
gram. Surfrider, which
has led campaigns
against plastic bags,
discarded cigarette buits
and other ocean threats,
has a “Straws Suck”
campalgn that encour-
ages businesses to get
rid of straws, In doing
s0, bars, restaurants and
stores can save money
as well as reduce en-
vironmental impacts.

As for alternatives,
several companies sell
re-usable and biodegrad-
able straws made from
metal, glass, bamboo,
straw or paper. Some
come with cleaning
brushes. One company
1s even making straws
from pasta, which can
be cooked later!

According to the an-
ti-straw group the Last

b
Piano Movers

905-877-6183

Serving mﬂ" af Ontario since 1968,
Call for your Free Estimate Today!

www.annscartage.ca

Plastic Straw, 80 to 20
per cent of marine deb-
ris is plastic, and as
much as 80 per cent of
that came from plastics
discarded on land, Re-
searchers estimate eight
million tonnes of plas-
tic garbage enter the
oceans trom land every
vear. Plastic straws are
among the top 10 litter
items picked up during
beach cleanups, with
thousands picked up
cvery vear. Cigarette
butts are the most num-
erous items picked up,
with plastic bottles and
caps, food wrappers and
bags also in the top 10,

Avoilding plastic
straws won't save the
oceans or the world on
1ts own, but as we've
seen with plastic bags
and public smoking,
when people start think-
ing about their habits
and making small chan-
ges, they can bring
about shifts in con-
sciousness that lead to
wider societal changes.
Ordering yvour drinks
without straws is a small
sacrifice but a big step to
reducing the amount of
plastic we produce and
waste. Giving up dis-
posable drink bottles,
plastic grocery bags
and other unnecessary
plastic items, and en-
couraging businesses to
offer alternatives, will
also help.

Knox Presbyterian
Church &,

44 Main 51 N, Aclon LTS 1W2
pococweb. calknoxacton
519-B53-2360 =~ 519-853-5404
knoxacton@gmail.com

Aldo Braida

B.A. L.L.B.
Barrister & Solicitor

69 Mill St. E Acton
28 Paisley St. Guelph
Phone: 519-824-2242

Fax :519-824-3049

ROCKWOOD
SELF STORAGE

INDOOR/OUTDOOR
STORAGE

SECURE FACILITY
Call for availability
8572 Hwy 7, Rockwood

519-856-2221

& 30ON3

HARDWOOD FLOORS
SANDING & FINISHING
905-873-4244

ACTON, ON
L7J2L9

HOME REPAIRS
IMPROVEMENTS

HANDYMAN SERVICES
20+ Years Experience
Tiling « Undermount Lighting
Plumbing - Trim Carpentry ete.

CALL MIKE ce1- 905-467-3011
rockwond: 519-856-0020
Quality Craftmanship & Service

pmsg2@hotmail.com

DOLLIVER SURVEYING INC.

Lecal ann Rl | 4
TOPOGRAPHIC “'.m"f'
SURVEYS i

ACTON, ONTARIO

Mernber: Association of Ontario Land Surveyars

T:519-853-2502
www.dolliver.com

surveys@dolliver.com

McISAAC
Sept Pumpmg"E Drain Service

¢ & Holding Tanks

Radio dlspatched trucks
Call Don or Mac

51‘9L 353 2790

M.O.E. RRM, fctan

Mew Life
Ruth 4 v 1-22

Sunday, July 23 -10:30 am.

NELLIS

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
ROAD BUILINNG
FARTH MOVING

R.E #] Acton 853-0960




