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As clean as cold water
can get ‘em

There's a story aboul a leenage
grandson who decided to pay his
grandfather a visit at his remote
cabin in the woods.

The grandfather was
delighted to  have his
grand=zon drop by, and he
made them lunch.

As he served lunch, the
grand=on  looked at his
plate and =aid: "Grandpa,
are these plates clean®™

The grandfather re-

plied: “"Yup, thev're as
clean as cold water can get
‘em "

S0, the grandson enjoved his
lunch, and thev carried on for the
day, going for a walk in the woods,
fishing from a nearby stream, before
heading back to the house to eat the
fish thev caught.

As the grandfather cooked up the
fish and served it on some plates,
again the grandson looked at his
plate,

"Grandpa, are vou sure these
plates are clean™

"Yiesssiree," said the grandfather,
"thev're as clean as cold water can
gt 'em.”

Again, the teen sat down for din-
ner, and enjoyed the fish that they'd
caught.

Az the day wore on, it was time for
the grandson to head for home,

The grandfather walked him to
the front driveway, and as the teen
backed his car around, the grandfa-
ther's dog trotted around the back of
the car, tail wageing and heading to-
ward the grandfather.

The grandfather saw the dog was
close to his grandson's car, and
shouted out to him: "Cold Water, vou
silly old cuss! Get out of the way of
the car!”

T told that story to tell another.

First of all, both The Sidekick and
I lowe our dog, Hamish.

He's certainly part of the family,
and spends a great deal of his day in
the house if we're home, Otherwise,
he's in the barn with the sheep,
keeping an eve on things.

But as much as we love him, we
aren't into having our dog lick our
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faces or give "Kisses'.

Last week, The Sidekick made la-
sagna for dinner. We served it on our
plates and enjoved it in
front of the TV, Hamish
was curled up on the floor
as usual, and [ remarked to
The Sidekick that he was
out of dog kibble,

Taking pitv on Hamish
sitting there with no food, I
put my plate on the floor
and called him over. We
don't as a rule feed the dog
on our dinner plates, so
this was a major coup for
him.

Of course, he was delighted, pol-
ishing off the leftover lasagna bits
on the plate with his tongue.

The Sidekick decided to follow
suit and put her plate down.

Same thing, he licked it clean,

Once he'd finished the two plates,
I picked them up and pul them on
the coffee table in front of us. Later, [
gathered up the plates and cutlery,
and took them out to the Kitchen
ready to put them in the dishwasher.

The casserole of lasagna was still
sitting there, beckoning me to take
another piece,

I succumbed to the siren call of
the lasagna gods, and lifted myself
another piece, and set it on my plate
on the counter,

As Tenjoyed my second helping, [
Iooked at the other dinner plate sit-
ting on the counter and asked my-
self: "Was [ using my plate, or was it
The Sidekick's plate? Of course, it
didn't matter, we share water bot-
tles, ete,

But at that precise moment, The
Sidekick came out and noticed I'd
lifted a second serving of lasagna -
and, like me, she realized it didn’t re-
ally matter which plate I'd used.

Until it occurred to us that we'd
hoth let Hamish lick our plates _,

I put my half-finished second
serving of lazagna down on the foor,
and once again, Hamish happily
cleaned up the plate.

And I tried desperately to not
think about the other unsavoury
things he's carried in his mouth .
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