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EDITORIAL

with Dawn Brown

What it means to be Canadian

What does it mean to be Canadian? This is the question
The New Tanner posed to readers for both our Word on
the Street and Word in the Village features this week, and
the answers we received were as varied as the people we
asked. But I wondered, as | often do, what my own answer
would have been?

As Canadians, we are peppered with stereotypes—some
crazy like we to eat nothing but poutine while drinking gal-
lons of beer, and others perhaps a little closer to the mark
like a reputation for being polite. However, in a time when
a world leader can push past another world leader for his
chance at a photo opp, perhaps consideration and respect
for others is something everyone should be practising a
little more of. But that’s a rant for another day.

We, as Canadians, are known for apologizing. ['m sorry,
but I just don’t get that one. Were known for the words “oot
and aboot” and “eh,” which I vehemently deny Canadians
say. Though, I conceded there may be a slim possibility
that after years of exposure, | just don’t hear them any-
more.

We are known for the cold, for hockey, maple syrup and
our strange ham-like bacon. | can’t help but notice just
how many of these stereotypes centre around food, and
that’s not even including ketchup potato chips and Kraft
Dinner. Were known for being funny, and some might even
add passive aggressive, but | would like to believe there is
more to being Canadian than food and humour.

| prefer to think about how talented, creative and innova-
tive Canadians can be—proven by the invention of things
like the zipper, insulin, and butter tarts—more food—and
talents like Margaret Attwood and the Tragically Hip. The
list of things Canadians have contributed to the world is
extensive and in some cases even surprising.

[ like to think that most Canadians are kind and sup-
portive to those in need as we’ve seen evidence of when
disasters strike locally and around the world. I believe we
are a country who is inclusive and truly appreciates divers-
ity and freedom. And we are fortunate to live in a country
that is vast and beautiful, filled with natural wonders.

This Canada Day | will be celebrating with family and
friends. There may be beer, though poutine is unlikely. |
will do my best to be considerate to the people around me.
I’ll apologize if warranted. | will not say “oot and aboot”
or “eh.” Mostly, however, I will celebrate the things I love
about this country. 1 will celebrate how I want to, and I
hope others celebrate the way they want to, and that’s what
being Canadian means to me.
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MONUMENT CONCERNS:
Many residents called into
the Town last week to
report vandalism at Acton’s
Fairview Cemetery, but
workers were actually
carrying out monument
repairs. Halton Hills
staffer Roger Vanderham
said several of the larger

S monuments were starting
| to lean, and to prevent them
| from toppling, they had to

dismantle them completely
and level their bases. - Fivien
Fleisher photo

Lettlng Kids be kids

In 48 hours we will be in full
sesquicentennial mode. We will
wear our red and white, don our
Canadian flags, toast our fabu-
lous country while watching
parades, eating at picnics and
indulging in a cold beer or a
“timmies” as true Canadians do
and for once we will not apolo-
gize.

However, what happens after
our grand day?

School is out for this vear, The
big 150 is over. It 15 summer
time and enter the question...
what are vou doing this sum-
mer? I find now with the kids
being in elementary school we
get that question a lot, “Sooooo
what are vou guys doing? Going
on vacation? Going to camp?”
people ask. Some are just asking
to be nosey. However, for most
it is small talk and the thing to
ask kids.

For some moms, though, there
is a lot of pressure on what they
are going to do with their kids.
It both parents are working par-
ents, there is the normal course
of action—daycare or summer

camp. Long gone are the days of

only having a choice of going to
# town run day camp. There are
science camps, nature camps,
magic camps. There are soc-
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cer camps and hockey camps,
and of course, the town run day
camps, It is actually overwhelm-
ing the choices of camps kids
have these days. A lot of people
are shocked to find out that we
booked our camps in March. |
found out the hard way a few
years back that if yvou're want-
ing to get a kid into a day camp,
you can't expect to book in June.

However, not every kid goes
to camp or daycare, and even
if they do go to one, there are
still a lot of other days that the
pressure is on for the parents to
“find something to do™. In Mil-
ton, there is actually enough
local parks and splash pads that
a mom created a bingo card
sort of thing that takes a family
through every park/splash pad
for a month. Every day is a dif-
ferent park.

Parents are begging for ideas
for things to do with their kids
and it doesn’t take long to add
up financially. | know for us, an
outing to the movies and din-
net out can easily cost 5100, We

haven’t ventured vet to Wonder-
land, and I can’t even begin to
think what that would cost. I'm
guessing the days when [ bought
a seasons pass for 325 are long
gone,

However, why do we parents
feel the need to *find something
to do™ with the kids? Why can’t
some of the summer just be
kids being kids? Summer for
me when I was a kid was rid-
ing my bike every day for hours
on end throughout Acton and
playing at one or two parks, IT
it rained, we would head inside
to play Barbies. If it was sunny,
we played tennis on the street
using the big crack in the pave-
ment to mark the net. Then at
the end of the summer, what we
“did” was go the CNE for a day
and if we were lucky we would
park off site and ride the TTC to
the grounds.

We live in a world that 1s nd-
dled with stress. Why do we feel
that when someone asks “what
are you doing this summer™ that
our reply needs to include elab-
orate plans? Why can’t we just
let kids enjoy being kids and
their summer vacation? Why
do we feel the need to do when
maybe all we really want is to
be?

TuE FLAGS MAKE VS

SAV'E 'E-G

Cag eavreR

LEATR;ﬂTc..rsmﬁr qnat:.

So bhoes
F’lEEWﬁR\L& y

rTI—]_I:.

= TanNer -

PusLisame Livo.,

Every effore will be macde to see advertss T n'.t.-|1'\. Tl |I| ]:-rL‘-LIItLI.I 1%

PuBLisHER: Ted Tyler

Dawn Brown, Angela Tyler,
Jane Dougan, Vivien Fleisher, Les Schmidt,
Harry Rudolfs, Trish Bell

ConTtacTt us:

379 Queen Street East
Acton, Ontario L7J 2N2
Tel: 519-853-0051

Fax: 519-853-0052

correctly printed, The publisher assumes no financial responsibilin A C M . sh dbl:'] E'.“AI L:
for typographical errors or omissions in advertising, bar will gladly DVERTISING AND UIRCULATION?: Mane Sha t % =
reprint without charge thar past af ans ulu. msEmEnL in which an ez ' (_H:nf.‘ra]: thEIIE‘H-' tanne I'I:El]ll. Ellbl'l. com
may oceur provided o elaim is made within fve days of publicatson. PR{}DUC[IIGh . Iﬂil’l Bren nan, Jessica “.'.i]mn fine fudr'h'g .‘id’t-'!;.’l"ff.'n'f”‘j: and Cﬂ-ﬂ.'!flrﬁfff-ﬂﬂj
Al ariclkes, adverrisements xlui,;r;pl\i.,' arraork :I?J'h_-.lriﬁ!_l. in The Maw Edltﬂl’ﬁ] lannEl‘Edit{I r[“'ﬂ be““et ca
Tanner is fr:-p'.'rlghll.'d. Any usapre, :'u|1'r|-|||.|r11||n or |1l.||:s||i.'z.r|-'sr|. nf : — E
these tems, in whole or in part, without the exprss withen comsent Distributed to every home in Acton and area,
af the publisher of The Mew Tanner is a copyright infringement and A i D N rew .. . g n R—
Fobiec o legal aecion as well as adjoining communities. EADLINE: Advertising and Editorial TUESDAY at Noon

/




