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Another run for O Leary?

Continued from page 453

He mused aloud as to whether there was a
way he could stay in the race but find a way
to avoid winning, and to come only a close
second, wrote Coates in the article. Those
of us leading his campaign were stunned.

As the person who chaired Kevin s cam-
paign, Ive had more than a few questions
about what happened. And while there has
been much speculation about why he quit,
at the end of the day it came down to one
thing: he was never fully committed, he
added.

0 Leary seemed to sing a different tune
while speaking to the I[FP on the convention
floor.

Oh yeah, I ve got the bug for sure. [ love
this stuff, said O Leary, when asked if he
might consider another crack at politics.

Il get involved, T don t know where. But
[ want to get (Maxime) Bernier into power.
Whatever I can doto help, he told the IFP on
the convention floor on Saturday (May 27).

O Leary, who endorsed Bernier after
pulling out of the race, was of course speak-
ing before the shocking result that saw
Saskatchewan MP and former opposition

house leader, Andrew Scheer, become new
party leader in surprising fashion,

Bernier was widely expected to win by
pundits and pollsters.

O Leary contested Coates claims while
speaking to The Toronto Star on Saturday at
the convention.

I'would say that article is 50 per cent fac-
tual and 50 per cent interpreted, he told the
Star. [ think that s Mike s disappointment in
having worked so hard, that s his interpret-
ed view. I don t feel that way. If [ thought I
could win the election, | would ve went the
distance.

Despite pulling out of the race a month
earlier, O Leary still managed to gamer
more votes than three other candidates with
a L.07-per-cent share of the first ballot count,
based on early ballots mailed in by party
members before his last-minute withdrawal.

0 Leary s short-lived, four-month cam-
paign saw the Dragons Den and Shark Tank
star reach front-runner status in many polls,
and a lot of people  including Coates
believed he could have won had he stayed
init
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UV INFINITIL | BRAMPTON

60 Coachworks Crescent, Brampton - in the 410 Mayfield Auto Mall
1-844-883-1782

COME IN TODAY OR VISIT US ONLINE AT INFINITIOFBRAMPTON.COM

OWN THE DRIVE SALES EVENT

MAKE ROAD TRIPS ALL—INCLUSIVE -

Introducing a luxury 7-passenger SUV ready to meet the unpredictability of family life
with style and grace. Unrivaled adaptability takes you whereveryou're geing together.
The Mew 2017 QX60. Built for families. Designed for drivers.
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