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Settlement to cost Ontarios
municipal taxpayers millions

Continued fram page 13

As a result of those appeals, aggregate pits
are now taxed based on Class 5 farm land
as opposed to traditional industrial rates
and the settlement was retroactive to 2009.

Why are (they) using Class 57 Why are
(they) not using the class of the actual land
aboveit. Soifitis Class 1 farm land theywant
to turn into an aggregate (pit), it should be
assessed as Class 1, said Councillor Clark
Somerville, adding the new rules would af-
fect all municipalities with aggregate pits,
not just Halton Hills.

According to Wendy O Donnell, Man-
ager of Finance for Halton Hills, in addition
to annual revenue losses which have
already been accounted for  town staff
determined the settlement for Halton Hills
pits alone would cost municipal taxpayers
in Halton Region a total of $2,010,750.56 in
back taxes to be refunded,

The hit just for Halton Hills taxpayers
based on seven listed pits in the report
clocks in at $671,442.26  all to be paid
back to the pits in question for past taxes no
longer applicable based on the settlement.

In order to accommaodate the appeals
process, the ARB selected 10 of the 362
gravel pits as test cases to resolve the prov-
ince-wide appeals. Two of those properties
were in Ottawa, three in Puslinch, two in
Caledon, one in Mono, one in Oro-Medon-
te and one more in North Dumphries,

Caledon was first up in the appeals pro-
cess and Halton Hills helped cover some of
the $500,000 in legal fees incurred during
the process.

For the Caledon properties, MPAC had
applied an industrial land rate of $75,000
to 846 acres of extraction lands. The appel-
lants argued for land rates in the range of
$8,000 to $12,000 per acre, read the Halton
Hills report.

The settlement, according to the report,
resulted in a phased decrease of 50 per cent
in industrial land rates for the 2009-12 taxa-

tion years and 60-per-cent decrease for the
period between 2013-16.

For the current property assessment
vears between 2017-20, gravel pits assess-
ments are now based on class 5 farm land
rates and cap out at $15,000 per acre. That
represents a significant hit to all affected
municipalities and their taxpayers.

Because the appeals were part of a cen-
tralized appeal encompassing properties
across the province, the settlement affects
every town in Ontario with a gravel pit
The Town of Puslinch settled without hav-
ing their case heard following the Caledon
settlement.

The MPAC assessment  settlement,
which was explained to Halton Hills coun-
cil in a presentation by MPAC reps at its
May 9 meeting, drew understandable con-
sternation from the mayor and all council-
lars present,

Does anyone ever lose when they bring
their appeals to MPAC? asked the Mayor
Rick Bonnette. These are substantial dol-
lars and when [ say it s a settlement, thats
not a settlement as far as we re concerned.

We have nine (gravel pits and guar-
ries), but there are other municipalities
with a lot more than we do, said the mavor,
adding the tax revenue gained by allowing
agpregate pits following this decision is be-
coming so small as to call into question the
value of even allowing new ones.

A number of other councillors echoed
those same concerns, pointing out the en-
vironmental impact of aggregate extraction
and cost of road maintenance to accommao-
date the heavy trucks needed to transport
the extracted materials.

According to Somerville, the one-time
hit of $670K and the loss in annual tax rev-
enue is going to hit property taxes for local
residences and business, who will be re-
quired to make up the shortfall,

[ don t think it s right, but | think we re
stuck with it, added Councillor Jane Fogal.
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SALES & SERVICE

CHURCHES & TEMPLES

GEORGETOWN
CHRISTIAN
REFORMED

CHURCH
welcomes you!

Pastor:
Eev. Tom van Milligen

Sunday Worship
Services:
10:00 am & 6:00 pm

11611 Trafalgar Road
(north of Maple Avenue)
905-877-4322

WWWOCTC.on.Ca

KNOX
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

God s Waord Tor
Today s Waorld.

woana KnoXgaorgatown.ca

Rev. Steve Boose

116 Main 5t. 5., Georgetown, ON
905-877-7585

Chair-lift access available.
Service Dial-in:
905-702-1629

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICES: 11:00 A.M.

§ HALTON HILLS

Family House
of WORSHIP
familyhouseotworship@start.ca e
Services EVERY Sunday
16 Adamson Street,
South Norval,
Halton Hills

Services starting
at 10am
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INVISALIGN
EVENING

THERE'S NOTHING LIKE AN

INVISALIGN SMILE!

Date: Thursday
May 25t
Time: 6:00pm

324 Guelph St. Unit 8

Georgetown ON L7G 4B5

Space is limited-
please RSVP by phone or email
to reserve your spot today!

We would like to take this opportunity to teach you more about

Invisalign- the clear and modern alternative to braces! There will be a

brief presentation, question and answer period and then you will have the
opportunity to have your Invisalign Records taken for FREE (a value of $192).
Come and see how Invisalign can change your smile!

dentistry

X

905.873.4800 | smile@youngdentistry.ca

45 Mountainview Road North, Georgetown, Ontario
905.877.7958

e-mail: hassellsauto@bellnet.ca * www.hassellautomotive.com

SPRING is back, and so is our
“ 12th Annual SUPER SPRING SPECIAL

- Oil & Filter and complete top to bottom check OVer iwp tos iitres and exciuding synthetic oil.
- Installation of summer tires talread'f 'ﬂn rlm51 included.

EXTRAS

- $5.00 Tim s Card
- Windshield Washer Fluid a;i ;\

Call for an
Appointment
ﬁdﬁ‘ & -
ﬁ T OO WN@ . 2 B8 K
&""#"" Feyd e i a T ko T i Kpgh Mo Ay

only/

95

54

Thursday, May 18, 2017 - The IFP - Halton Hills - www.theifp.ca - Page 3



