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Politician George Smltherman gets warm welcome

By: Jane Dougan

An audience of 75
plus at the Acton Town
Hall Thursday gave a
warm receplion to an
onstage Q& A conversa-
tion between Mayor Rick
Bonnetie and Canadian
politician and broadcaster
George Smitherman.

Smitherman will run
tor Toronto city council
in 2015 and is penning
a memoir, tentatively
titled “Unconventional
Candor”. The Welling-
ton-Halton Hills Federal
Liberal Association An-
nual General Meeting
followed. Bonnette re-
minded the audience of
Smitherman’s key support
for Georgetown Hospital
“during a time of crisis”
when he was provincial
Liberal cabinet minister
tor Health and Long-Term
Care (2003-2008).

Smitherman first got
hooked on politics at 15
when he heard Pierre Tru-
deaun speak. “He made
politics interesting to
me”, especially later as
a gay man recognizing
the critical importance
of the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms.

Mavor Rick Bonnette and George Smitherman

Politics is what “comes
most naturally, gives me
the most joy, the most
productivity.” Smither-
man spoke candidly in
response to Bonnette's
questions. Regarding
the upcoming legaliza-
tion of marijuana, he
said, “I think everyone
was unrealistic about
how complicated it is,
especially the appropri-
ate model for distribution
amongst the various
provinces, territories and

municipalities ... You're
going to see Health Can-
ada with a very dynamic
public education effort.”
Indigenous affairs? “The
Indian Act is still well-
intentioned paternalism.
[ would roll up all the
dollars, give them to the
First Nations and let them
run with 1t. We have to
respect them at a gov-
ernmental level and give
them responsibility and
accountability to deliver
their own services and

programs to their own
people.” Former Conserv-
ative leadership candidate
Kevin O'Leary? “A self-
servant, not a public
servant,”

The widowed father of

two young children wor-
ries about the federal and
provincial debt load that
future generations will
inherit. Smitherman took
gquestions from the audi-
ence and agreed warmly
that it was “worth the
drive to Acton.”

.j AT

M
7[:> ]

Gay Lea Foods

The Rotary Club of Acton is pleased to thank the following businesses
1;'_ and individuals for their generosity in donating gifts to the Spring Gala & Auction
=, on Friday, May 5*

Rallis Burger
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Acton Motors

AS. May Powell Corp.

Active Choice - Rehab Centre

Acton Agricultural Society

Acton Jiu-Jitsu

Acton Optical

Acton Precast Concrete

Advantage Solutions

Anne Lanthier

Aurora Importing & Distributing

B.ES. Sports

Bev Baddeley

Bill & Cheryl Beaton

Blooms Away

Blue Springs Spa

Canadian Mational Exhibition

Cathy & Garth Hartley

Chompin At The Bit

Christine Percy

Chudleighs

Clorox

Coleen Rolphe

Denny Bus Lines

Dittos Boutigue

Dollar Stretcher Daze

Domino s Pizza - Acton

Dr. John Pond

Dr. Jones Chan

E.D. Smith

Ed Stewart Farm Equipment

Elma Timbers

Erin Carguest

Ernie Mowat

Everton Culinary Academy
Food Basics - Georgetown

A

Georgetown Little Theatre
Giant Tiger - Acton

Global Pet Foods

Golf North - Acton Golf Course
Halton Hills Furniture
Heaven on 7 Bistro & Pub
Hides in Hand

Holland Shop

Home Depot Milton

Home Hardware - Acton
Home Hardware - Rockwood
Ireland Young Company
Irving Tissue

Jonesy s Sports Hub & Grub
Ken Curren

Kruger Paper Products
Leathertown Lumber
Lemongrass Spa

Leslie Sand & Gravel

Lily Thai Restaurant
Mackenzie Chapman Hilliard
MacMillarn s Foods

Mane on Mill Hair Salon
Marineland

Maple Lodge Farms
Manarch 5ilks & Trading
Meedle Gnome

Mellis Construction

Mestle Purina Petcare

Ma Frills Acton

Marthern Hardwood

P &H Milling

Pepsico Foods (Frito Lay & Quaker)

PetValu Acton
Premier Equipment - Ospringe
Profile Hair Salon

Ray & Katherine Bratton
RE/MAX Connex Realty Inc.
Red s Garden Centre

Rexall Drugs

Richard H. Crane
Rockwood Chiropractic
Rockwood Foodland
Rockwood Home Hardware
Rockwood Pharmacy
Saunders Bakery

Shoppers Drug Mart Acton
Silver Creek Service Centre
Silver Creek Spa

Smooth Solutions
Snap-On Tools

Sobeys

Speyside Welding

Spokes and Slopes

Super Cuts

Staying Alive Fitness

Steve McKnight
Surroundings Etc.

Sweet Molly s

Tanners Pub & Grill

The Clay Oven

The Red Harp

The Starlight Café

The Towne Friar

Thee Corner Stone

Tim Horton s Acton

Trendz Hair Studio

Daniel Varanelli

Victoria Park East Golf - Guelph
Westervelt Waste Management
Willow Lane Matural Foods
Yourway Auto Repair
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DENTAL HYGIENIST / DENTIST / DENTURIST

Spa Dent, Chairside Whitening - Special Introductory Price!

- Whiles
2

Torawy Renovaren OFFicE

Direct Insurance Billing
Services include: Teeth Scaling,
Polishing, Chair Side Whitening
We also have: Custom Sport Cheards, Dentures, Same Day Denture Repairs
& Free Dental Consults

;lﬁ{; NTrodn Caturday and evening appointments available
r
Eﬁ\'dtbrl’md S Kelly I-ul k, Registered Dental Hygienist

e Michael Fijolek, Denturist

Osipenkov, Dentist, Erin only

James and Donna Melsaac wish to announce
the engagement of our daughter
Courtney Mclsaac to Mike Hefferman
son of Paul and Elizabeth Hefferman.

fe Wedding to be announced at a later date =&

-Dr. George Elliott " _
Drrec%aﬂr\ of Music at Trinity United for 60 Years
We honour Geoﬁ*ge;’_pur
“Minister of Music”

Sunday, May 28

10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
and

2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

- Trinity United Church
70 Mill Street East’

Acton L7] 1H3

Please come and join us on this special dayl
RVSP

519-853-2090
!' E-mail: trinityunitedchurch2@bellnet.ca

DE MELO CHIROPRAGTIC

& WELLNESS CENTRE

Dr. Dave de Melo, Chiropractor

Amy Spiers, Reg. Massage Therapist
Amanda Pickering, Reg. Muassage Therapist

* SAFE, GENTLE CHIROPRACTIC CARE
* EMERGENCIES & WORKERS COMP ACCEPTED
* NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

25 Main Street North, Acton
Across from Giant Tiger Plaza

519-853-3460

No Referral Necessary

- DEMELOWELLNESS.COM 3



