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Police share driver excuses after
day-long traffic blitz in Halton Hills

By Graeme Frisque
gfrisque@metroland.com

The Halton Regional Police Service (HRPS)
held a day-long traffic blitz on March 29 in
Halton Hills and Milton, targeting the most
commaon violations  speeding, distracted
driving, aggressive or impaired driving and
not wearing seat belts,

Police said the initiative, dubbed Proj-
ect Safe Commute 2017, was devised in re-
sponse to a number of complaints and con-
cerns levied by Halton residents regarding
aggressive driving, particularly during the
morning and afternoon commutes,

Officers set up shop at 13 locations,
dedicating a total of 76 combined hours of
enforcement in areas deemed high-risk
zones in both Milton and Halton Hills,

From those events a total of 90 charges
were laid. The charges ranged from distract-
ed driving, speeding, interfering with taffic
and impaired operation of a motor vehicle,
wrole police in a release Tuesday [April 4).

As part Project Safe Commute 2017, offi-
cers were asked to note quotes from drivers
as they tried to explain away their poor driv-
ing behaviours in hopes of avoiding a ticket.

This was done for two reasons, firstly
to highlight that none of the reasons were
urgent and warranted the drivers placing

themselves and other road users at greater
risk, and secondly to encourage a dialogue
that might change driver behaviour to im-
prove safety and the safety of the wider com-
munity, said Sgt. Paul Rudall of the 1 District
Response Unil

What follows are some of the explana-
tions officers noted that day:
Speeding OK let me explain, I was oul on
a test drive and yeah I pushed the gas.
Distracted Driving My phone rang three
times and I didn t answer it. I answered it
when it rang again and told her 1 was driv-
ing and she was going to get me arrested
Three seconds later you were knocking on
my window,
School Bus Violation/Speeding [ was
following a truck so I didnt even see the
school, all these school buses and the chil-
dren. What is the speed limit anyway?
Speeding in a Construction zone with
workers present | m late for a dentist ap-
pointment, my hushand s out of the coun-
try  Isn tthere anything you can do?

Speeding lisarental goes much faster
than my own car.
Speeding [ was having a leg cramp and

was trying to stretch it out so it caused me to
accelerate,

Project Safe Commute 2017 will next
make its way to Oakville at a date yet to be
determined before wrapping things up in
Burlington sometime in the sumimer.
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Location Prices & Services

Premier Equipment - Ospringe Rabies (3-year): $30

Corner of Hwy 124 & 125 Microchip: $30
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FREE ADMISSION

Mold-Masters SportsPlex
Georgetown

At Home
IN the Hills

Come out to the HALTON HILLS
Community SPRING SHOW

2. Family fun that s guaranteed to
. make you feel at home in the hills
» 100+ exhibitors in double the
exhibit space
+ Safety Show - Fire, Police,
Paramedics, CN, and more!
* Local talent & entertainment
* Food at the Community Kitchen
* 100 mile marketplace
(1st of the season)
» Canadal50 displays
and guest speakers

N

SWAG
BAGS for
Ist 100
visitors
daily

THE SHOW |S COMING TO TOWN haltonhillschamber.on.ca §
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SALES & SERVICE

SPRING is back, and so is our
N 12th Annual SUPER SPRING SPECIAL

- Oil & Filter and complete top to bottom check OVer iwp tos iitres and exciuding synthetic oil.
- Installation of summer tires talr'ead'f on rimﬁ] included.

EXTRAS

- $5.00 Tim s Card !
- Windshield Washer Fluid & &

PETTIRARMAR 22844

45 Mountainview Road North, Georgetown, Ontario
905.877.7958

e-mail: hassellsauto@bellnet.ca * www.hassellautomotive.com
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