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Tenth rabies case confirmed

The Halton Region Health Department
received test results from the Cana-
dian Food Inspection Agency on Feb.
13 confirming a case of raccoon strain
rabies in a skunk found in the City of
Burlington.

This is the tenth confirmed case in Burl-
ington since Oct. 4, 2016.

The Health Department is remind-
ing residents to avoid all contact with
raccoons, skunks and other wild ani-
mals.

Rabies is a viral disease that causes
severe damage to the brain and spinal
cord, and if unireated before symptoms
appear will lead to death. The virus is
spread through the saliva of an infected
animal, usually entering through a bite
or scratch.

Anyone who comes in physical
contact with a raccoon or other wild
animal should see a physician imme-
diately and contact the Health Depart-
ment by dialing 311, said Dr. Daniela
Kempkens, Acting Medical Officer of
Health for Halton Region. Halion Re-
gion, as well as neighbouring commu-
nities, are experiencing a higher than
average number of rabies cases and we
want residents to be aware of rabies and
know how to protect themselves from
wild and stray animals.

After someone is exposed to rabies,
timely use of the rabies vaccine can pre-
vent the rabies illness. While the rabies
vaccine is extremely effective if it is ad-
ministered before any symptoms ocour,
there are a number of things vou can do
to protect your family and pets from the
threat of rabies:

» Seek medical attention immediately
if you come in contact with a raccoon,
skunk or other potentially rabid animals.

» Report all animal bites or scraiches
to the Halton Region Health Depart-
ment.

« Warn your children to stay away
from any wild, stray or aggressive ani-
maals.

» Do not touch dead or sick animals.

In February, Haltens health depariment con-
firmed a ease of the raccoon strain of rabies.
Reszidents are encouraged to lake the necessary
sleps to prevent rabies in pets. File photo

= Do not feed or keep wild animals as
pets,

» Make sure your pet's rabies vaccina-
tions are up to date.

« Keep your pet on a leash when off
YOUD property.

Any pet that has come in contact with
a raccoon or other wild animal should
be seen by a veterinarian.

For more information on rabies or to
learn about positive raccoon rabies re-
sults in Halton, visit halton.ca/rabies or
call the Halton Region Health Depart-
ment by dialing 311.
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