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SAVE 20% ON ALL REPAIRS
WITH OUR PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE PLAN!

Here comes the cold again!Here comes the cold again!

Georgetown’s trusted choice for hearing care

360 Guelph St., Unit 44
Georgetown
(In the Knolcrest Centre)

905.877.8828 Armstrong Ave

Delrex Blvd

Try before you buy!
At Halton Audiometric Centre,
we are committed to your
hearing healthcare. To find out
if hearing aids are right for you,
come in for a complimentary
assessment and try the latest
digital hearing aids risk free!

Understand difficulties in a new light � Develop healthier coping strategies � Increase meaning in life

311 Commercial Street, Suite 108, Milton, Ontario L9T 3Z9
www.drtoddmurphy.com

905-878-9665

Offering a range of assessment and treatment
services for both individuals and couples

My vision has decreased to the level where I 
can no longer access my computer with my 
current adaptive aid.  As I am no longer able 
to read text of any size, I needed a different 
solution.

The Assistive Devices Program allows per-
sons with disabilities to acquire equipment 
and technology specific to their needs, help-
ing to improve their lives. 

Every five years, a blind or visually im-
paired person can acquire equipment 
through this program SO I applied for new 
equipment.  The  Assistive Devices Program 
paid 75 per cent of the cost.  

This time I received a product called 
JAWS, which is a screen reader that reads the 
screen elements aloud.

While Zoomtext has both text enhance-
ment and voice capabilities, JAWS only has a 
voice component. It’s a flexible and power-
ful tool that relies on keyboard commands to 
perform all the functions needed to use the 
computer.

  It is “old” school for me as I started us-
ing computers before there were mice input 
devices. In those days, “the stone-age”, every-
thing was input through the keyboard. For 
example, to move from one link to the next, 
press the tab key. To move back a link press 
and hold the shift key and then press tab.

To quit a program, press and hold the 
alt key and press F4. Hold the alt key and 
press tab to cycle through open applications. 
These keystrokes work on any computer but 
JAWS also uses the numpad in combination 
with other keys to perform functions like cur-
rent cursor location, next word, current line, 
paragraph, and other special JAWS opera-
tions. It’s internet capabilities are excellent.

While it is a bit daunting as there are so 
many key combinations, you quickly learn 
the ones you really need.

Andrew Tutty is a member of the Town’s 
Accessibility Advisory Committee and writes 
about issues that affect people of all abilities.

By Andrew Tutty 
Halton Hills Accessibility Advisory Committee

Entering a new age 
of assisted technology

Andrew Tutty
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