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Library earns Minister’s Award for Innovatlon for wooden cards

This week, the Halton Hills Public Library an-
nounced it has received the Minister’s Award
for Innovation for its uniquely designed, sus-
tainable wooden library cards.

The Minister’s Award for Innovation rec-
ognizes “successful new approaches that
demonstrate a positive impact in a commu-
nity and are of continued value to public li-
braries”

Available in two designs, the wooden cards
are made from Nordic Birch harvested from
sustainably managed forests and are 100 per
cent polyvinyl chloride (PVC) free.

The cards are manufactured by Sustain-
able Cards, the world’s leading wooden card
manufacturer specializing in the most earth-
friendly cards in the industry. Produced us-
ing small amounts of energy (30 per cent less
energy than plastic cards) and without haz-
ardous chemicals or additives in the process,
the library’s wooden cards are the greenest
cards available.

The sustainable cards are available at any
library service desk at both the Acton and
Georgetown branches and are free of charge
for new patrons.

“We are thrilled to receive this award,
which is a reflection of the energy and en-
thusiasm our staff put into the design, pro-
duction and implementation of a product
patrons would be proud to use. We have long
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committed to sustainability; from our two
beautiful branches which received Silver and
Gold LEED certification and our extensive
collection on ‘green living’ to these sustain-
able cards,” said Geoff Cannon, director of
the library. “What better way to share our en-
vironmental dedication with our community
than to incorporate it into the most impor-
tant library tool that is used every day.
Cannon also announced the library will
soon launch a new sustainable card design |
celebrating Canada’s 150th anniversary.
Mayor Rick Bonnette shares the commit-
ment to reducing the Town’s carbon foot-
print and has been a strong supporter of the
Library’s environmentally green initiative.
“Our pledge to sustainability resonates
through everything we do in the Town of Hal-
ton Hills. This promise to exemplify environ-
mental stewardship is evidenced by our In-
tegrated Community Sustainability Strategy,
implemented in 2013 and designed to keep
Halton Hills a champion of the environment
for years to come. Halton Hills Public Library "4
has always done us proud; we are thrilled for
their achievement and grateful to the many
citizens of Halton Hills who have embraced
the sustainable cards.”
To date, over 500 sustainable cards are in Library board member Niki Meijer, Halton Hills mayor Rick Bonnette and executive di-
circulation, contributing to a 58 per cent in- rector of library services and culture Jane Diamanti show off HHPL' library cards during
crease in new card registration. the launch last February. Photo by Kathryn Boyle
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