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TANDIA
RRSP

3%*

Also available as a TFSA, RRIF or Term Deposit (GIC).
Grow your retirement savings more quickly in our new
Premium RRSP and enjoy an elevated rate right out of the gate.

*3.00% will be paid for the first 90 days when held to 15-month maturity; cashable before 90 days at 1.25%. Auto-renews at
90 days for 1.75% and non-redeemable for remaining 12 months; effective yield over 15 months is 2.00%. Minimum $1,000
and maximums also apply. Rates are subject to change without notice. Offer ends March 31, 2017.

CATCH A
GREAT RATE
FOR RETIREMENT
SAVINGS.

1.800.598.2891 • tandia.com

ACTON
GEORGETOWN

350 Queen Street
187 Guelph Street

By Cory Soal
R.H.A.D.

. . . Lend
MeYour
Ears

We care about your hearing!
Professional Arts Building

99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210, Georgetown
905-873-6642

Serving the community of Halton Hills and surrounding areas since 1992

The Georgetown

Members of the Association of
Hearing Instrument Practitioners
of Ontario recommend a 30 day
time period in which they may
return their hearing aid(s) if they
are not completely satisfied.
(There may be a service fee
charged if an aid is returned).
The criteria for satisfaction of
the hearing aids is that you find
them beneficial. You have the
final word.

CAN I HAVE
A TRIAL PERIOD!

WHAT SHOULD yOU
EXPECT FROM HEARING
INSTRUMENTS! PART 2
* Understanding speech is a brain function

and although the hearing instruments will give
your brain the tools it needs to understand
speech, it takes training and patience to improve
your ability to understand.

* Different listening situations will offer
different abilities to understanding. Noisy
situations are harder to hear conversation
even for normal hearing individuals; hearing
instruments should improve your ability, but will
not allow you to perform as a normal hearing
individual.

* Many sounds that you hear will sound
different, or more distinct, to you. This is because
your diminished hearing over a long period of
time has trained your brain to accept the slight
differences in the sounds you normally hear.
Wearing hearing instruments will bring back
the original sounds as they should be heard,
although different to you. With time your brain
will accept the new changes to these sounds.

* Hearing instruments should allow you to
understand speech better in most situations than
without your hearing instruments.

NEWS theifp.ca

Young, school-aged girls from 
13-18 have been led to a danger-
ous life of sexual exploitation in 
the form of human trafficking, 
and it’s happening in the Halton 
Region.

These girls are next-door 
neighbours. They are babysit-
ters. They are classmates. And 
they are being exploited.

These girls aren’t strangers to 
our community. In fact, 93 per 
cent of trafficked survivors are 
from Canada.

To combat human trafficking 
and sexual exploitation of these 
young girls, Sexual Assault and 
Violence Intervention Services 
of Halton is working alongside 
the Halton Collaborative Against 
Human Trafficking to help edu-
cate service providers on what 
steps to take when handling a 
case in relation to human traf-
ficking.

“There’s this idea perpetu-
ated by the media that trafficked 

individuals are those who get 
smuggled across borders and 
come from other countries,” 
HCAHT program co-ordinator 
Cindy Stover said. “In the Halton 
Region, police are finding over-
whelmingly it is local Canadian 
girls who are being trafficked.”

The government of Ontario 
defines human trafficking as “a 
criminal offense that involves 
recruiting, transporting, trans-
ferring, receiving, concealing, 
or harbouring a person, or ex-
ercising control, direction or in-
fluence over the movement of 
a person for the purpose of ex-
ploiting them or facilitating their 
exploitation.” This encompasses 
labour trafficking as well.

Trafficking is a long game. Ac-
cording to Stover, it occurs most 
commonly at the 401 and 403 
highways because of the access 
to hotels, and there are many 
ways young girls can be groomed 
for trafficking.

“There are so many ways that 
an individual can be groomed 
for purposes of sexual exploita-
tion,” Stover said, noting the girls 

who are targeted normally have 
obvious vulnerabilities to begin 
with, including a history of be-
ing in care, they have a history 
of substance abuse, instability 
in their families or are battling 
mental illnesses.

“They get targeted by traffick-
ers who are trying to set up this 
‘boyfriend experience.’ They tell 
them they’re beautiful and ev-
erything they’ve ever wanted to 
hear and they’re going to take 
them away from this terrible sit-
uation and love them forever.

“It really is this horrible ma-
nipulation of playing on the in-
securities that so many young 
girls go through,” Stover said. 
“There’s this idea that traffickers 
intentionally prey on those vul-
nerabilities and use that to trap 
a girl and have her think he’s her 
boyfriend and she’d do anything 
for him. It’s at that point that he 
does ask her to do anything, and 
that’s where the manipulation 
and the force comes in.”

Stover said the girl may offer 
to comply in the beginning, but 
violence may be introduced into 

the situation should she decide 
to back out.

Trafficking and independent 
sex work is a careful distinction 
to make, Stover said. The steps 
in determining whether or not 
a girl is being trafficked or is an 
independent sex worker boils 
down to two decisions regarding 
independence and consent.

“Is the person actually inde-
pendently making choices to be 
involved in sex work or are they 
being forced to with somebody 
else controlling their move-
ment?” Stover said.

“Then there’s the idea of con-
sent: are they choosing to be in-
volved in this, is this something 
they want to do? Or is someone 
forcing them to do it?”

If the person who comes for-
ward wants to do independent 
sex work, SAVIS and the collabo-
rate will work with them to keep 
them safe by taking harm reduc-
ing precautions, such as creating 
a safety plan and providing the 
person with contraceptives and 
tests for sexually transmitted in-
fections (STI).

Human trafficking is happening in Halton
By Kathryn Boyle
kboyle@theifp.ca
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