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Thie Weoy We Were

Skating has long been a faveurite
Canadian pastime, always taking
place outdoors bafore the advent
of the arlificial indeor ice rink. Each
winter, residents strapped on their
blades and look advantagde of the
frozen surface at Sykes Dam in Glen
Williams, named for the Skyes and
Ainley Waoollen Mill, to enjoy a skate.
This photo was taken on New Year s
Day, 1908.
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From our
readers

NATURE'S ART

Judy Adam on Grist Mill Dr. sent
in this photo of a cardinal.

Have a phole you
want to share?

Email  with details please
to evernan@metroland.com.

FIREPLACES

INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Grits must step up

Over recent months, the world
has watched as tragedy unfolds
in Syria. In the past few weeks,
the conflict has intensified as
Aleppo a major Syrian city

was re-captured by the Assad
regime, aided by Russia, Syrias
close ally.

This crisis was
preventable and a
failure of the inter-
national communi-
ty. Even worse, the
catastrophic  battle
has deepened pros-
pects of further vio-
lence and civilian
suffering.

Amidst this trag-
edy, Canada must
show better leader-
ship. Prime Minister
Justin Trudean and the Liberal
government are looking to the
United Nations (UN) for direc-
tion  an organization that has
already proven to be ineffective
in Syria and rife with its own
conflicting agendas.

While Canadas Liberal For-
eign Affairs Minister claims to
be working on a resolution in
the TN, the government has
avoided making statements that
assign any responsibility of the
horror in Aleppo to Iran or Rus-
sia, who ignored the civilized
world and brutally supported
the rescue of the Assad regime.

We in the Official Opposition
have called on the Liberal gov-
ernment to aggressively inves-
tigate reports of atrocities com-
mitted against civilians during
the battle of Aleppo. Any evi-
dence of war crimes or crimes
against humanity should be
pursued through the Interna-
tional Criminal Court.

FILTERS  GASLINES

MICHAEL CHONG

The world cannot remain idle
as innocent civilians continue
to suffer. While Canada is not a
strong enough military power to
act unilaterally in international
conflicts, we are an influential
partner around the NATO table.
We must use that influence to
push NATO to in-
tervene in Syria by
insisting on a no-fly
zone and providing
humanitarian ~ aid
to the thousands of
1 displaced internal
refugees in Syria.

The NATO al-
liance cannot let
the apgressors re-
peat the tragedy of
Aleppo elsewhere in
Syria or in other ju-
risdictions. Letting Aleppo un-
fold as it has increases that like-
lihood and Canada must stand
ready to do more than express
concern in its efforts to prevent
further human devastation.

Some public figures have
sugpested that Canada should
send peacekeepers to  Syria.
Anyone who  sugpests  this
course of action in the Middle
East clearly has not learned the
mistakes of the past. Canadian
peacekeepers would immedi-
ately become the target of the
various and shifting sides in this
conflict. Any major deployment
of Western ground forces in the
Middle East would be a big mis-
take, where there is clearly no
peace to keep.

The time is now for Western
allies to find a solution to stop
the killing of civilians in Syria.
That solution should start with
Canadian leadership through
NATO.
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