Corporate donations outin
2018 municipal election

By Graeme Frisque
girisque@metraland.com

Ontario will no longer be able to make di-
rect campaign contributions to their pre-
ferred candidates in municipal elections.

Campaign finance rules are just one of

y changes coming through the Munic-
ernization Act passed by
the province in Iu]u-

The new rules, in place for the 2018 mu-
nicipal elections, were presented to Halton
Hills council at last week s Dec. 12 regular
meeting.

Unions and corporations cannot do-
nate directly to a candidate, said Halton
Hills clerk and director of legislative ser-
vices, Suzanne Jones. ‘They can register

rty advertisers. S v can ad-
vertise in favour or in opposition of a can-
didate, or in favour or in opposition of a
question on the ballot, they can still advo-
cate (in that way).

Much like donation limits under the old
system, third-party advertisers will also be
subject to spending limits and most ol the
same campaign finance rules as other do-

nors. They will also be required to register
beforehand.

Any third-party advertisers support-
ing/opposing a candidate must register as
third-party advertisers with the municipal-
ity for which they wish o advertise, said
Jones in her presentation to council.

Jones added that while some larger mu-
nicipalities already have similar restric-
tions i the rules will now be uni-
formly applied across the province.

Other amendments o the Municipal
Elections Act include changes to election
signs and advertising, the nomination pe-
riod and process, clerk s authority and the
opportunity ndividual municipalities
to choose between first-past-the-post and
ranked-ballot voting,.

Jones pointed out some of the more
notable changes coming including re-
ducing the nomination period from 37
weeks to 13 weeks. Council candidates
must also now be endorsed by at least 25

'E,'hll- xutt‘n before being nominated to

ingwhoisr pcmsjb]c for thr_: a-:l_verti.smg.
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