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Church sponsored Syrian refugee famlly ﬁnally arrives in Aeten

By: Harry Rudolfs

They're finally here.

After almost a vear of

waiting, the Syrian refugee
tamily sponsored by the St.
Alban’s Refugee Resetftle-
ment Committee arrived at
Pearson Airport last Thurs-
day night.

A handful of committee
members were on hand to
greet the Hassan family
after they cleared immigra-
tion. They were met with a
banner that read “Welcome
to Canada—Welcome to
Your New Home.”

“There were hugs and
smiles all around,” said
Tauni Sheldon, a member
of the welcoming team.
“You could see they were
very tired.”

The young couple and
their four young children
had been in the air for 20
hours journeying from
Amman, Jordan, with a
stop in Istanbul, Turkey. To
complicate things, they ar-
rived in Ontario during an
early winter blizzard. The
Hassans were given Can-
adian flags, pendants, and
warm Canada logo toques,
which they immediately
put on.

“It was a big joy for
everyone. It was great
to see the happiness on
their faces, although they
seemed bewildered by the
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weather,” said Rev. Brian
Galligan, “The seven year
old boy was so excited
with the moving sidewalk,
he kept jumping on and
off, while the little five
wear old girl was fascinat-
ed with the airport vending
machines.”

Councillor John Hurst
brought his seven-seater
van 50 the family could
stay together, while the
rest of the group followed
his taillights through the
snowstorm. Upon ar-
rival at their new home
in Acton, the family was
greeted by other team
members who were wait-
ing with coffee, tea and
finger foods. According
to committee chair Pam
Sheldon, “Tired as they all
were, they had to be ori-
ented to their new home
so they would feel safe
that first night. So, it was
a very late night for every-
one—like | am.”

The young family's ar-
rival is the result of a
process started by Rev.
Galligan back in Janu-
ary of last vear. Galligan
is retired now, but at the
time he was the parish
priest. “We were talk-
ing to the congregation
about whether they would
want to welcome a refu-
gee family to Acton,” he
said. “They took a vote
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Cnuneuller Jon Hurst {Ieft}, Ahmed Ah [mlerpreler}.. Hnsean famnh Mem Dad and r.he four |f.:h|lv:1ren1
Rev. Brian Galligan - 5t. Alban’s Church (retired), St. Alban’s members - Pauline Russell, Tauni Sheldon,

Albie Sheldon and Barbara Smith.

on it and the support was
overwhelming. The only
criterion was that we
wanted to take a family
that was most in need.”
A committee of about
30 people was formed that
worked with the Anglican
Miagara diocese to get
the process started, The
refugee family was iden-
tified soon after. “We've
been talking to them on
the telephone through an
interpreter every two or
three weeks,” said Galli-
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gan. “In the interim,
they’d managed to leave
Syria and get to Jordan.”

At the same time St
Alban’s refugee commit-
tee swung into high gear
collecting furniture and
renting a house for the
expected arrivals. “Halton
Hills Furniture and Ap-
pliances donated a stove
and other people donated
a washing machine and
dryer, and eribs for the two
year old boy and one year
old girl,” added Galligan.
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“The community involve-
ment was fantastic,”

Amer Hassan, father of

the family, expressed his
gratitude to the Canadian
government and his spon-
sors in Arabic through his
translator Ahmed Ali. <“W

are happy beyvond expres-
sion that we have finally
arrived in Canada and left

behind all the worries of

an uncertain future.”
Committee chair Pam

Sheldon thinks that the

next steps are getting the
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family started in ESL
classes and getting the two
oldest children enrolled
in school for January. She
also has a team willing
to help orient the family
to community living and
activities. “It will be a
long slow, but immense-
ly enjoyable process for
everyone involved,” she
said. “Up until three weeks
ago, we didn’t know when
they were coming. This
really has been a Christ-
mas miracle.”
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