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Local teen organizes OneMatch
blood donation event at
Georgetown Market Place

Cancer doesn t take a break at Christmas, and
local teen Ashley Hill, who has teamed up with
OneMatch, a program run by Canadian Blood
Services, wants to bring some hope to patients
and their families this holiday season.

A stern cell registration event is being held
at the Georgetown Market Place Saturday, Dec.
10 from 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. with the goal of grow-
ing Canada s stem cell donor registry.

In Canada, fewer than 25 per cent of patients
who need stem cell transplants are able to find
a match within their own families  meaning
75 per cent have to rely on the generosity ofvol-
unteer donors. Right now, up to 1,000 Canacdi-
an patients are waiting for stem cell transplants
to treat life-threatening illnesses such as leuke-
mia, aplastic anemia, and inherited immune
system and metabolic disorders.

Currently, there are just over 335,000 po-
tential donors registered on Canada s network,
and more are needed so a greater percentage
of patients can live.

OneMatch Stem Cell and Marrow Network
is a program dedicated to registering commit-
ted volunteer donors for patients in need of a
stem cell transplant. The ideal participants are
aped 17-35, as their stem cells are the most vi-
able.

Males and ethnically diverse people are
also prime donors as males tend to have more
robust stem cells, which have a better chance
of sticking with a patient, and ethnic diversity
is important as the more diverse the culture,
the more difficult it is to find a match,

The potential donors are asked to fll out

a health questionnaire and have the inside of
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their cheek swabbed. The entire process takes
as little as 10 minutes and could be the answer
to a family s prayers.

Please note: registering for OneMatch does
not have the same restrictions as donating
blood. Even if you are not eligible to donate
blood you may still be eligible to register for
OneMatch.

Hill says she is hoping to get at least 50 peo-
ple to register at the event.

The more people we are able to register,
the more opportunities we have to save lives,
she said.

For many patients, stem cell transplants are
their only chance for survival. During this sea-
sonofgiving, please come outto Get Swabbed,
and to learm more about how 10 minutes of
your time may save a life.

At the event, a set of Toronto Maple Leaf
tickets will be raffled off as a thank you.
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The holidays are a wonderful time to reconnect and celebrate with
family and friends. But if you struggle ta hear well, this time of year
can leave you feeling overwhelmed and frustrated. That's why we're
celebrating the holidays with these limited-time coupan offers.
Combine and redeem them at more than 100 locations in Ontario!
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Book your FREE appointment today!
Call the number below or visit ListenUPcanada.com

Georgetown
324 Guelph Street
Call Fanny at 1-877-363-1406

Sheeraz Rahim
M. Sc., Reg. AHIP Hearing
;?’ t Instrument Specialist

@ ListenUP!
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