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Town encourages residents to be prepared for winter

By Eamonn Maher
emaher@theifp.ca

Officials with the Town of Halton Hills
are urging residents to make sure they re
prepared for extreme winter weather con-
ditions, even though the area has been
basking in warmer-than average fall tem-
peratures.

According to Environment Canada
and the Farmers Almanac, winter is ex-
pected to be back in full fury for 2017 after
a relatively mild edition in 2016,

But as Halton Hills mayor Rick Bon-
nette pointed out, residents still had to
deal with a surprise day-long ice storm
this past April, with memaories of a para-
byzing and damaging ice event during the
Christmas holidays of 2013 still fresh in
the minds of many of the municipality s
60,000 residents.

No two winters are the same, and as
weve experienced, the conditions are
becoming more diverse, said Bonnette
in discussing the Town s Winter Manage-
ment Program.

2014 was the coldest winter on re-
cord, when we learned some new terms
like polar vortex and frost quakes. Wed

never had a single complaint about pipes
freezing in my 30-plus vears on council
until then. That was a first for me. Then
last year, we didn t have any sign of (accu-
mulating) snow until January 17.

Not helping matters is the variable
conditions that can be found from one
end of Halton Hills to the other, starting in
Norval to the southeast along Hwy. 7 into
northwest Acton, which is approximately
300 m above sea level.

In total, the Town maintains about 960
km of residential streets, 155 km of re-
gional roads, 125 km of sidewalks, as well
as dozens of school bus loading zones, cul
de sacs, GO Transit bus stops and munici-

pal parking lots  on an annual budget of

£2.1 million.

It s based on a five-year average and
last year we did okay with a little left over,
said Dick Spear, the Towns superinten-
dent of public works.

Going into November/December this
year, we re in decent shape, but T hate to
say that, because one year we had snow
just before Christmas and it carried into
the New Year We spent a lot of money
in just one week. Just putting salt on the
roads is expensive and sois having people

work on statutory holidays.

Moreso than operational or financial
considerations, Town officials are ask-
ing residents to be prepared for weather
episodes that can remain in effect for 72
hours, or in the extreme case of the 2013
ice storm, a week without hydro.

Halton Hills Fire Department deputy
chiel Harry Olivieri noted that winter
storms kill more Canadians than toma-
does, thunderstorms, flooding, lightning
and Maritime hurricanes combined.

He stressed that every family should
have an emergency exercise in place with
three major considerations in mind
forming a plan to expect to be separated
or evacuated, putting a survival kitin place
and staying informed through the ordeal.

Climate change around the world has |
affected weather patterns and we re not
any different here, said Olivieri.

Weve seen some strange and won-
derful things happen to us and we have to
be prepared to react as a corporation. But
citizens have to be aware of what they can
do as well The Town has an emergency  Tewn of Halton Hills superintendent of public works
response plan and another part of the Dick Spear (left) and mayer Rick Bonnetle inspect a new
puzzle is citizens having their own planin  five-ten dump plow that will be pressed into service this
place. winter.
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18 Volt Cordless 4-Tool Combo Kit

Inctudes 1/2° hammer drill'driver - 1,700 BPS, 29,000
BPM; Sawzall reciprocating saw; 6-1/2° circular saw,
work light, (2) lithium-lon batteries, charger & casa,
(TTT03R11{2694-24)
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Ceramic Heater Fan

7501500 watts, Features adjustable
thesmostat, thermal shut-off sensor am:l mulr
in safety thermal fuse

6 Dutlet Yard Stake
Touwdh sensor and ground stake
Prograrmabde with 7 settings.
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24-In. Indoor/Outdoor Push Broom
Saft & =liff fibers for sweeping dirt & debris
as well as patios, driveways etc. 54" handia
with threaded metal tip 52135741 3024)
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MNordic Snow Pusher
26 dark orange poly blade, and
45 stained ash handle.

264 Main Street North, Acton
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wiww. leathertownlumber.ca = Mon-Fri 7-6; Sat 8-4: Closed Sun
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. Bath & Kjtchen
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332 Guelph Street. Georgetown

iAcross from Canadian Tire)

905-702-0885

www.bathstudio.ca
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Phato by Eamann Maher

WASTE REMOVAL

Bin Rentals for waste,
wood, scrap and landscape

One of a kind same day service
www.sandersondisposal.ca

Scrap or
Waste

219-833-2614
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