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By David Suzuki

Virus is another sign of failure
to protect wild salmon

In 2007 and 2008, a
virus wiped out millions
of salmon on fish farms
in Chile, slamming the
country's aquaculture
industry with $2-billion
in losses, farm and
processing-plant closures,
and layoffs of 2,000
workers. Now that same
virus, infectious salmon
anemia, has been found in
wild salmon from B.C.’s
Rivers Inlet.

The virus normally
affects Atlantic salmon,
which is what most
salmon farms on B.C.'s
coast raise, but it can
spread and mutate quickly.
Scientists confirm that the
virus found in the sockeye
salmon from River’s Inlet
was the European strain,
which means it almost
certainly came from a
fish farm. We don’t yet
know what its effect on
Pacific sockeye salmon
will be, but it could be
catastrophic, especially
considering all the other
threats B.C.’s wild salmon
are facing. There is no
vaccine or treatment for
infectious salmon anemia
(which does not affect
humans).

Salmon are more than
just a commodity; they
are an integral part of
West Coast ecosystems
and culture. They provide
food for marine predators
and bears, eagles, and
other animals along the
rivers and lakes where
they spawn. The nitrogen
and other nutrients they
bring from the ocean
are spread to the coastal
forests by animals that
feed on the fish. Salmon
also provide a healthy
source of nutrition for
people and have been
an important element of
First Nations cultures
for many generations.
Losing them would be
devastating to local
economies and would
have a profound impact
on coastal ecosystems,

Infectious salmon
anemia is just the
latest in a list of threats
identified during the
Cohen Commission of
Inquiry into the Decline
of Sockeye Salmon in the

Fraser River, It’s also one
of several that have been
linked to open net-pen
fish farms. The problem
of declining salmon
populations is obviously
bigger than the sum of
its threats. Overfishing,
habitat destruction,
pollution, and fish farms
are all issues that can
only be dealt with by
addressing the larger
structural challenges
that plague fisheries
management in Canada.

The Cohen Commission
is wrapping up its
hearings and will report
to government at the end
of June 2012. The David
Suzuki Foundation, as
part of the Conservation
Coalition represented by
Ecojustice, submitted
recommendations on
October 17. One of
the coalition’s main
conclusions was that
we can't protect wild
salmon until we change
the way government and
Fisheries and Oceans
Canada operate, To begin,
Fisheries and Oceans is
charged with promoting
the fish-farming industry,
which is absurd. It should
focus on its primary
mandate of using strong
science and monitoring
and enforcement to
conserve fish.

Canada has a strong
conservation tool with
its Wild Salmon Policy.
But even though it was
released in 2003, it has
yvet to be implemented.
Without the policy, and
with conflicting mandates
and budget cutbacks, the
DFO has not been able
to do its job properly.
The government should
restore the independence
and transparency of
science by re-establishing
an independent fisheries
research board. Instead
of cutting budgets, it
should provide money
and resources to
monitor and enforce
regulations to protect
fish and habitat. It could
start by putting money
now used to promote
industry into science and
conservation.

The government should

also address major threats
to wild salmon by getting
open net-cage salmon
farms off wild salmon
migration routes and
making sure endangered
stocks are not overfished.
But that's just a start. We
need to move from open
net-pen fish farming
to closed-containment
systems that eliminate
interaction between
farmed and wild salmon.
The government should
also do more to confront
climate change, which
will have an impact on
salmon and all marine
species.

The problems may
seem overwhelming, but
with strong policies and
regulations, adequate
resources, and a Fisheries
and Oceans department
focused on protecting fish,
we can start to address
them. Justice Bruce Cohen
has heard from many
people and groups, and
we're confident that his
report will be thorough.
Of course, we hope and
expect that he will include
the recommendations
of the Conservation
Coalition as well as other
environmental groups,
First Nations, and all
stakeholders who care
about the survival of
wild Pacific salmon. It
will then be up to the
government to act quickly
on the recommendations.
The salmon depend on it.
And we depend on the
salmon,

Learn more at www.
davidsuzuki.org
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CHILLING DONATION: Acton BLA Chair Naney Wil

kes (left) thanks Deborah
Cordery of Danby Products Canada for their kind donation of a fridge for the
Acton BIA office. — Submitted photo

Hallowe’en superstitions

Many different
superstitions abound,
some of which are tailor
made for Hallowe'en
haunting.

* If a candle goes out on
its own on Hallowe’en,
it is thought a ghost has
come to call.

* A burning candle inside
of a Jack-o-lantern on
Hallowe'en keeps evil
spirts at bay.

* You invite bad luck
into your home if you
allow a fire to burn out on
Hallowe'en.

* A person born on
Hallowe’en can both see
and talk to spirits.

é Hire
epor

Alarm replaced

A Beardmore Crescent
homeowner was advised
to have an old carbon
monoxide detector re-
placed after it activated,
without apparent reason,
at 3:34 last Wednesday
afternoon.
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+ Seeing a spider on
Hallowe’en could be the
spirit of a dead loved one
who is watching you.

* If you hear footsteps
behind you on Hallowe'en,
don't look back because
it could be the dead
following,

« Carry a lump of bread in
your pocket when walking
in the dark to serve as an
offering to ghosts.

* Don’t look at your
shadow in moonlight
on Hallowe’en night.
Otherwise, you will die
within a short period of
time.

* When a person lived a

good life, flowers will
grow on his grave. If
he was evil, weeds will
orow.

« Mever slam a door;
otherwise, you could hurt
a ghost and risk haunting.
= Holding your breath
while driving by a
cemetery keeps evil
spirits from entering your
body.

= If a bat flies around a
house three times, itis a
death omen.

* Ringing a bell on
Hallowe’en will scare
evil spirits away.

= Knock on wood to keep
bad luck away.
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Are you worried about the academic

public schools?

Resurrection Christian Academy ("RCA™),
Guelph's newest non-denominational Christian
elementary school offers:-

* High academic standards
+ Maximurm class size of 15 students
« Teaching of traditional family values
» fero-tolerance policy for bullying
* Monthly tuition less than $650 per child = multi-
child discounts offered.

RCA, offers students the opportunity to achieve
their own individual excellence, academically,
athletically and socially.

Limited spaces available JK-Grade 8.

Call today to find out more 519-836-5395
Come to our Open House
October 27th 6:30-7:30pm

400 Speedvale Avenue, E.

Or visit us online at www.reaflames.com
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