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FENDER BENDER: No one was injured in this multiple vehicle accident on
Queen Street about 8:30 Monday morning. — Marie Shadbolt photo

Safety tips for
young web surfers

The Internet is one
more thing for parents
of teens to worry aboult,
As useful and convenient
as the Internet is, it can
also prove dangerous,
particularly for young
kids. Criminals who prey
on children have taken
their acts online, count-
ing on kids’ innocent and
trusting natures to take
advantage of children,
which can lead to emo-
tional and/or phvsical
harm,

Here are some safe-
guards:

» Emphasize the
protection of personal in-
formation. Ask kids to tell
them if a Web site asks for
information,

» Caution kids against
sharing too much in-
formation, which could
potentially make them
susceptible to online pred-
ators.

= Preach caution in chat
rooms where kids can be
especially susceptible to

dangers. If on-ling chat-
ting is allowed, tell kids to
never share their address,
full name or phone num-
ber with anyone in the chat
room. Accompany them if
they meet on-line friends.
* Keep the computer in
the family room so parents
can monitor kids” online
usage without peering
over their shoulders. Com-
puters in lids” bedrooms
could make them more
susceptible to online crim-
inals who prey on kids.

UNITED WAY

of HALTON HILLS

25" Anniversary President’s Ball
Saturday, September 17 at The Club at North Halton

If you are a past board
member, volunteer, or a
friend of United Way of
Halton Hills, and, have not
received an invitation to our
event, please contact our
office at 905-877-3066.

TICKETS: *90 each

Report from

By Mike Chong
MP Wellington/ Halton Hills
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Many of you — both
individuals and local
contractors — have told
me that you would like
to see an extension of
the ecoENERGY Retro-
fit-Homes Program. I
am pleased to tell you
that the federal budget,
passed by Parliament in
June, extends this popular
program for an additional
year. | would like to take
this opportunity to share
the details,

On July 13, the details
of the one-year renew-
al of the ecoENERGY
Retrofit-Homes Pro-
gram were announced.
From June 6, 2011 to
March 31, 2012, home-
owners can receive home
improvement grants of up
to $5,000 to make their
homes more energy effi-
cient. However, there are
two important changes to
note. First, homeowners
must register directly
with the program before
booking their pre-retro-
fit evaluation. Second,
homeowners must also
provide receipts to their
energy advisor at the time
of the post-retrofit evalua-
tion to confirm eligibility
for the grant.

Homeowners who par-
ticipated in the previous
program may still apply
to the new program if
they have not yet re-
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ceived the maximum
total of $5,000 in grants,
Homeowners who par-
ticipated in the program
before April 1, 2011, but
did not receive a total of
$5.000 in grants, can sub-
mit another application
for home improvements
purchased and installed
after June 6, 2011.

Owners of multiple
properties are eligible
to obtain more than one
grant. Eligible properties
include single detached
and attached homes, and
small multi-unit residen-
tial buildings. New homes
are not eligible for grants
under the ecoENERGY
Retrofit-Homes Pro-
Eram.

The final deadline to
complete retrofits and
obtain a post-retrofit
evaluation is March 31,
2012. However, home-
owners are encouraged to
register soon because the
program will close when
the $400 million financial
limit for the eccoENERGY
Retrofit-Homes Program
is reached.

To participate in the
program, homeowners
must register online at
www.ccoaction.ge.cal
home or by calling (800)
O CANADA (1-800-622-
6232). They must then
hire a local service organ-
ization to send an energy

advisor licensed by Nat-
ural Resources Canada.
This advisor performs
a pre-retrofit evaluation
of the home, unless the
property has been evalu-
ated since April 2007. All
upgrades and the post-
retrofit evaluation must
be completed and signed
before March 31, 2012,

To date, this program
has helped over half a
million Canadians save
an average of 20 percent
on their home ener-
gy bills. This amounts
to over $1- billion in
energy savings for Can-
adian homeowners. [t
has also helped the en-
vironment by reducing
greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 1.8-megatonnes.
The renewed program is
expected to help an addi-
tional 250,000 Canadians
in making their homes
more energy efficient, and
it will generate as much
as $4-billion in economic
activity across Canada.

This past spring, many
of you voiced concerns
to me about the rising
cost of fuel and energy.
This program responds to
those concerns by help-
ing Canadian families
reduce their energy costs
and consumption.

For more information
on the ecoENERGY
Retrofit-Homes Program,
visil www.ecoaction.
ge.ca’homes or call the
toll-free hotline at (877)
953-5454, You can also
contact me at (B66) ETE-
5556.
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Come to the Acton Farmers Market
this Thursday, August 25th from 3 - 8pm

FREE CORN ROAST

Check out our website at www.downtownacton.ca
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Brirg this coupon to our Corn Roast on Aug.25th, 2011 at
the Farmers Market and recaive one cob of sweet lecaland -
fresh corn, FREE! Limit one coupon per customer, Valid onbyon B4
Aug 25, 2011, No cash value. While supplies last. b
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