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Attacks on climate

change

science

hinder solutions

By David Suzuki

Starting in late
September, the Inter-
governmental Panel on
Climate Change will
release its Fifth Assess-
ment Report in three
chapters and a summary.
Not to be outdone, con-
trarians have unleashed
a barrage of attacks de-
signed to discredit the
science before it’s re-
leased. Expect more to
come.

Many news outlets
are complicit in ef-
forts to undermine the
scientific evidence.
Contrarian opinion
articles have run in
publications in Canada
and around the world,
from the Financial Post
and Washington Post to
the Australian and the
U.K.’s Mail on Sunday.

In the Guardian, sci-
entists Dana Nuccitelli
and John Abraham point
out that attacks cover
five stages of climate
denial: deny the prob-
lem exists, deny we're
the cause, deny it’s a
problem, deny we can
solve it and claim it's
too late to do anything.

One attack that’s
grabbing media atten-
tion is the so-called
Nongovernmental
International Panel on
Climate Change's report
“Climate Change Re-
considered II: Physical
Science.” It’s written
by Fred Singer, a well-
known tobacco industry
apologist and climate
change denier, with Bob
Carter and Craig Idso,
also known for their
dismissals of legitimate
climate change science,
and published by the
Heartland Institute, a
U.S. non-profit known
for defending tobacco
and fossil fuel indus-
try interests. Heartland
made headlines last
year for comparing
people who accept the
overwhelming sci-
entific evidence for
human-caused climate
change with terrorists

and criminals such as
Unabomber Theodore
Kaczynski!

Read Singer’s report if
you want. But it’s full of
long-discredited claims,
including that car-
bon dioxide emissions
are good because they
stimulate life. It’s not
the goal of deniers and
contrarians to contrib-
ute to our understanding
of climate change; they
want to promote fos-
sil fuel companies and
other industrial inter-
¢sts, a point explicitly
stated in the Heartland-
NIPCC news release.

It claims the Sing-
er report, which isn’t
peer-reviewed, pro-
vides governments with
“the scientific evidence
they need to justify
ending the expansion
of ineffective alterna-
live energy sources and
other expensive and fu-
tile strategies to control
climate. Then they can
focus on supporting our
most powerful energy
sources — coal, oil, nat-
ural gas, nuclear, and
hydro-power — in or-
der to end the scourge
of energy poverty that
afflicts over one bil-
lion people across the
world.”

In other words,
don’t worry about cli-
mate change, let alone
health-damaging pol-
lution or the fact that
fossil fuels will become
increasingly difficult
to extract and eventu-
ally run out altogether.
And even though moun-
tains of solid evidence
from around the world
show climate change 1s
and will continue to be
most devastating for the
world’s poorest people,
the report feigns con-
cern for those suffering
from “energy poverty™.

Owverall, the attacks
on legitimate climate
science are coming
from people whose
arguments have been
debunked many times
and who often have ties
to the fossil fuel indus-
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try. Some, including
Roy Spencer and Ross
MeKitrick, have signed
the Cornwall Declara-
tion, which states: “We
believe Earth and its
ecosystems — created by
God’s intelligent design
and infinite power and
sustained by His faithful
providence — are robust,
resilient, self-regulat-
ing, and self-correcting,
admirably suited for
human flourishing, and
displaying His glory.
Earth’s climate system
15 no exception.”

The declaration also
states that “There is no
convincing scientific
evidence that human
contribution to green-
house gases is causing
dangerous global warm-
ing” and that renewable
energy should not be
used to replace fossil
fuels. Their world view
can’t accept the reality
of climate change or its
solutions no matter how
much evidence is pro-
vided — something that
offends many people
of faith who believe we
have a responsibility to
care for the Earth.

The IPCC report,
on the other hand, 1s a
review of all the avail-
able science on climate
change, conducted by
hundreds of experts
from around the world.
[t confirms climate
change is happening,
burning fossil fuels is a
major cause and it will
get worse if we fail to

act. It also examines
what appears to be a
slight slowing of global
warming — but certain-
Iy not a halt, as deniers
claim — and offers sci-
entific explanations for
it. Upcoming chapters
will also propose solu-
tions.

Resolving the prob-
lem of climate change
will cost, but it will be
much more expensive to
follow the defeatist ad-
vice of industry shills,
whose greed and lack of
care for humanity will
condemn our children
and grandchildren to an
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Ladies and Gentlemen! “HOS5™ the Avctioneer owner of Global Assets Solutions Ine. Auctioneers,
Appraisers and Liguidators has been instructed to sell by public auction Antiques, household furnishings,
shop tools and assorted fanm machinery. Fain or shine most will be sold in drive shed.

PARTIAL LISTIMG ONLY: Anticue onk wash stand, antique pump organ, oak library desk, antique ozk
Antique pocket watches, costume jewellery, antique copper boiler. antique hand water
well pumps, Antique radio collection, de Laval electric cream separator, working spinning wheel with
attachments, Antique copper fire extinguishers, Snow shoes, Coca Caola trays, collectables, Standard 487
metal lathe, welder, drill press, air compressors, cement mixer, Deutz-allis 917 lawn tractor, chop saws, new
Holland Haybine 477, assorted PTO for tractors, White 252 plough, pitch forks, pick axes, sledge hamimers,
chicken cages, large quantity of assorted chaims, assorted wire fencing, harbwire, many assorted small hand
tools, scrap metal piles, copper, steel, Kawasaki 1735 motor bike, efc ...
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Cash, Visa, Master Card, Internct, All sales are final and are sold on a as 15
where is condition. Delivery available Normal [0% buyer's premiwm in cffect.

GLOBAL ASSETS SOLUTIONS INC.
Auctioneers, Appraisers, Liguidators
Toll free 877 776 6854
www.globalassetssolutions.com
“We go miles for yoor files™
To sell or consign or to have yvour own AUCTION
please call us and book your space.
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What’s Your Beef? "

Put it in a letter to the Editor!
Ir 5 better than just chewing your cud!

Deadline is Tuesday at noon.
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