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Municipal Assistance
Program spending cuts ordered

Committee overspent,

unable to

...say no’

to some ineligible
groups

After giving Town
money to some groups
that didn’t meet estab-
lished funding criteria,
and “finding it hard to
say no” to others, the
Town’s Community Af-
fairs Committee now
wants staff to find 6.9
per cent in funding cuts.
That would reduce the
2014 Municipal Assist-
ance budget to $99,224,
not the 16.9 per cent
increase, or $115,100,
earlier recommended
by staff and approved
by committee.

Committee chair,
Georgetown Council-
lor Moya Johnson said
after the committee saw
the actual figures for
last year, they decided
to take another look at
the criteria for groups
that “should be standing
on their own by now,”
she said on Friday.
She would not iden-
tify which groups got
money but did not meet
criteria. She said that
information is available
in past Community Af-
fairs Committee meeting
minutes, which are pub-
lic documents.

The Municipal Assist-
ance program — in place
in some form for over 15
years — provides grants
to eligible community
members, organizations
and businesses that pro-
mote and enhance a
healthy, safe and active
community.

For 2014, groups want
more money to pay for
sports tournaments, food
bank fundraising, neigh-
bourhood street parties
and expanded re-occur-
ring events, but Johnson
said “we can’t keep go-
ing over budget™ and the
committee called for the
cuts and another report.

Johnson acknow-
ledged the Committee’s
on going over spending
on Municipal Assistance
is part of the problem.
“It’s our fault, perhaps,
that we gave (grants) to
a couple [of groups] that
didn’t fit the criteria, but
that we felt were valu-
able,” Johnson said.

Along with recom-
mended cuts, Johnson
said they want staff
to review the entire
Municipal Assistance
program, developed by
the Town after groups
came to budget com-
mittee year after year,
looking for help to stage
events that provide “op-
portunities and services
that improve the quality
of life in Halton Hills.”

She said they want-
ed to make approval of
Municipal Assistance
funding less “sub-
jective™ and not an
emotional decision de-
termined by “which way
the wind was blowing™
at budget committee, so
they set up seven cat-
egories of assistance
with criteria for each.

In Acton for next
vear, some of the pro-
posed funding includes:
54,836 for the Acton
BIA for marketing and
promotion of the Farm-
ers’ Market, Canada Day
and Leathertown Festi-
val, and $10,020 for the
Acton Agricultural So-
ciety in fee waivers and
marketing and promo-
tion costs.

Johnson said with-
out enough money to
fund all of the groups,
the committee looked
at requiring each group
to apply once a year in
advance, but that would
not be fair to groups
who plan events after
the deadline.

She said they may
also look at making an
across the board fund-
ing cut so each recipient
receives a little less
next year, and may sug-
gest to some groups that
they should be self-suf-
ficient by now. Johnson
said some of the fund-
ing can’t be touched
because it is covered
by a Town bylaw — like
the Acton and George-
town Fall Fairs — where
the fee to rent the Town
fairgrounds is waived
annually,

Community Affairs
Committee member,
Acton Councillor Mike
O 'Leary said they
would not touch any
requests for fee waiv-
ers for rental of Town
equipment, including
picnic benches, park-
ing barriers and garbage
control.

FLU FIGHTERS: Getting an influenza vaccination is quick and easy as
Rexall offers flu shots at all its stores, without appointment. Wellington-
Halton Hills MPP Ted Arnott rolled up his sleeve to get his flu shot from Acton
Pharma Plus Pharmacy Manager Lynn Lafrance on Friday. — Submitted photo

D.A.R.E evolves into B.R.A.V.0O.

Grade six students in
Halton are getting more
education on bullying,
cyber bullying, internet
safety, social media and
youth and the law with
the new B.R A V.0,
(Building Respect, At-
titudes and Walues
with Others) program
which has replaced the
DA R.E. program.

Following a suc-
cessful pilot project
between Halton Po-
lice, the two Halton
schools boards and two

CHURCHILL
COMMUNITY CHURCH

independent schools,
the made-in-Halton
B.R.AN.O. program was
unveiled this fall. It in-
cludes eight lessons for
Grade six students, fol-
lowed by an activity and
celebration.

Delivered by E.5.L.0O.
(Elementary School
Liaison Officers). the
B.REAVO. program
builds on the core themes
of the D.A.R.E. program
including: Decision

Making, Peer Relation-
ships and Substance
Abuse (tobacco, alcohol
and marihuana).

The B.R.A.V.O. En-
core, delivered in Grades
seven and eight, will re-
inforce this curriculum
and other applicable
topics of importance. The
Grade eight program in-
cludes an introduction to
the relationship between
our High School Liaison
Officers and youth.

14406 Churchill Road Morth at Erin-Halton Town Line
East of Hwy. 125 {at Third Line)

e Not all dentures are created equal...
cCTIU Rehabilitation

R = Centre

= Chiropractic

= Rehabilitation

« Reg. Massage Therapy
= Strength & Conditioning

In my denture clinic 1 take pride

In knowing and practising the latest
Technologies in complete and partial
Denture fabrication,

Saturday, December 7, 2013

12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.
Our traditional Tea features cranberry

= Acupuncture scones, raspberry jam, cream, finger Call or make an i "
= Custom Orthotics sandwiches, sweets, special teas or appointment for a Falk
« Orthopaedic Bracing coffee. Consultation 4a

to discuss what g
BPS Denture is.

(519) 853-0079

$10.00 per person
The event also consists of a Bake table,
penny sale, raffle,
vendor tables and more!

19 Mill St. E. Acton, ON L7J 1G8
519-853-2244

www.activechoice.ca
dr.dselby@gmail.com

130 Mill Street East, #103 Acton




