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THE NEW TANNER

Crime rate down, but police not complacent

‘We are the best. We are the safest,’
Police Chief Tanner.
No change in police levels promised

The current level of
policing in Acton and
Georgetown will not
change. even if a Halton
Police Service study de-
termines it is feasible to
consolidate the George-
town and Milton stations
into one facility as a pos-
sible cost-saving measure.

Halton police brass

the Command team
for One District {Acton,
Georgetown and Milton)

made the promise to
Halton Hills councillors
on Monday night during
a policing update,

The possible consoli-
dation of the two stations
is a “deep concern” of
residents according to
Halton Hills Mayor Rick
Bonnette who suggested
choosing one commun-
ity over another for the
station would be like be-
ing forced to “pick your
favourite kid,” and any
decision would leave left-
out residents, in which
ever community very
upset and feeling “aban-
doned.”

Chief Stephen Tanner
said, “1 would not say
that’s (consolidation)
is the direction we are
moving, but we've got
to explore all of the op-
tions,” he said, adding
they will see if there are
any savings through econ-
ormies of scale.

The Chief said what-
ever decision is made,
there would always to a
police presence in both
One District communities,
and Superintendent Chris
Perkins said, “We don’t
police from a building. ..
and the level of staffing
for this area in George-
town and Halton Hills,
will not change.” Mayor
Bonnette noted that some-
times decisions must be
made looking look at the
EConomy, economics and
political realities, not just
the bottom line.

Chief Tanner said a 28
per cent drop in the crime
rate over the past two
vears, as detailed in the
crime severity index, is
“fantastic.” “We are the
best. We are the safest,”
Tanner said, adding that
although they’ve made
significant impacts on
crime in Halton, they
can’t become compla-
cent and think that a 28

per cent drop in crime
over two years is good
enough, “because we still
have thousands of vic-
tims every year,” calls for
service are increasing, in-
cluding traffic calls, often
dealing with life-threaten-
ing behaviour,

Chief Tanner said with
a police budget approach-
ing $139-million budget,
he is “very confident we
will be under (a) three per
cent (budget increase)”
when they present the
budget to the police Board
at the end of the month,
and then to Regional
Council.

He said over 90 per cent

of the police budget is
for salaries, benefits and
pensions. The proposed
budget includes 10 new
staff and with the growth
projected in Halton over

the next few years, Chief

Tanner said the pressure
point is to have a large
percentage of any addi-
tional staff work in the
north of Halton.

He credited the crime
rate decrease to an aging
(and more law-abiding)
citizenship, with fewer
youths aged 15 to 23 in
the crime-prone years, 1o
pro-active policing and a
well-funded police ser-
vice, “For every dollar
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is Celebrating 168 Years of
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you invest in crime pre-
vention and community
involvement, yvou'll save
$7 down the road in poli-
cing costs, judicial costs
(and) jail costs.”
Tanner said.

In a brief operational

Rallis Burgers

Chief

review, Superintendent
Chris Perkins explained
there are two divisions

11 and 12 — in Halton
Hills with 139 police of-
ficers and 14 civilians,
operating under a project-
based policing system

where they spend time
dealing with problems
and projects as they arise.
Like other areas of Halton
Region, Superintendent
Perkins said traffic con-
cerns are the number one
1ssue.
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294 Queen St. E, Acton 519-853-5775
Dine In or Take Out
www.rallisburger.com

We are open Thanksgiving Day!

8:00am - 8:00pm

Our Breakfast specials start at 5.99 - 3 eggs, bacon,
sausage or ham, homefries & toast
Or try our pancakes, french toast or one of our delicious omelettes!

For lunch try our delicious homemade soup, sandwiches,
wraps, salads or burgers.

For dinner try our Fish & Chips, Seafood Platter or New York

Steak dinner

Thanksgiving Day we have a Turkey Dinner only

*10.99

We also have various desserts starting at 3.95 each

Looking forward to seeing you and serving you soon!
We are now on Facebook, Check us out

HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM THE
MANGEMENT AND STAFF OF RALLIS

BURGER!




