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Can our electricity system
cope with climate change?

Watching streets fill with
water and the lights blink out
across the city, caused On-
tario’s Clean Air Alliance to
ask if we really are prepared
for the coming climate storm.

More than 170,000 Toron-
to and Mississauga residents
lost power after last Monday
night’s torrential downpour.
This was largely a result of the
province’s continued reliance
on a highly centralized electri-
city system that, for example,
routes power from distant
nuclear stations into Toronto
via just two major connection
points. If one of these points
goes down — such as the dam-
aged Manby Transformer
Station in the city’s west end
last week — big areas of the city
can quickly find themselves
sitting in the dark.

Thanks to climate change,
storms are going to get strong-
er and more frequent. We
could build dykes around our
transformer stations, or we
could adopt a smarter, more
decentralized approach to
electricity production and
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distribution. More rooftop
solar (pv and thermal), more
geothermal (to curb the power
demand from air condition-
ing), more combined heat and
power, especially in condos,
hospitals and office towers so
that elevators, lights and in-
cubators continue to operate
when the grid goes down.

By boosting the city’s abil-
ity to generate its own power,
we become much less depend-
ent on tenuous long-distance
transmission lines and a tiny
handful of transformer stations.
Toronto can meet just 13 per-
cent of its peak day electricity
needs from local sources while
New York City is required to
meet 80 percent of its power
needs from local sources. To-
ronto can and must do better.

The second thing we need
to do is increase our ability
to reduce demand in critical
periods. On Tuesday, Toronto
Hydro used both the peaksaver
program, which dials back

demand from air condition-

ers, pool pumps and water

heaters, and commercial
demand

reduction measures to reduce
the Pressure on an over-cx-
tended system. These measures
helped keep the lights on for
at least some Torontonians,
but we could do a lot better:
peaksaver participation rates
remain frankly pathetic seven
years after the program was
introduced, and commercial
demand reduction still has lots
of untapped potential. If we
had stronger demand reduction
programs, we wouldn’t have to
worty about huge spikes in de-
mand on hot summer days and
we would be better prepared
for emergency situations as
well. We could also avoid the
high cost of a new gas pipeline.
Last Monday was an import-
ant lesson about the fragility of
our current centralized electri-
city system. We can continue
to try to patch up the existing
system or we can start to ad-
dress its big underlying flaws.
With severe storm warnings
becoming a near weekly oc-
currence, we better get going
on the latter.
From the Clean Air Allliance
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Free Estimates

Sales, Service & Installation
Residential, Commercial
Overhead Doors & Openers
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Toll Free (B77) 856-9955

JETLINK
ARMT SN

CALLTO
RESERVE

(519) 853-1550
ar tolfl free
1-800-73TY LI:.R

MCNABB
GRAPHICS

S‘II.L"FIE EﬁSTr’IIT"uH CHTRRID L7 H2

p-r- u:lE.!L..L-ﬂ u.mlr e qemm‘
i 7 d

519-853-5615
Email: g

merabbgraphicsiicogeco.met L1

Telephone/Fax

Denny’s Tngurance

13 WIILL 5TREET, W ACTOM, OHT

Serving all vonr Insivqnice
neees sinee [958

Tiel:

« Home
519-853-0150

+ Terumis & Condo
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* Farm
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Homa. Gifice & Piane Movers
905-B77-6183

Serving all of Ontarie since 1968 Call for your Free Estimare Today!

Laws & GARDEN SALES & SERVICE

ALTHORIZED WARRANTY DEALER FOR
BRIGGE & STRATTON « KOHLER » HOMDA |
= TECUMSEH MTD = NOMA/MURRAY
« JONSEREDR » HYDRO-GEAR

« RCAGHE

A LITTLE BIT

OF HEAVEN

TEL: S19-856-2564  FAX: S19-856-0657 |
18485377053

“ZWATER & SERVICE

= Back Hoe & Bulldozer Service Available
= Dry Fire Wood, Top soil, Sand & Gravel
= \Water for Pools, Wells

905-693-2969

www.owaterandservice.com
LesBentleyWaterandService@gmail.com
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* Heavy Equipment Glass
= Window Tinting

Ron Henry

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

SpeedyGilass.

Serving the Community
Jor over 30 Years

= Truck Accessories * Upholstery

67 Mill Street East, Acton
27 Cork 5t Guelph
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