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Seniors’ Month - Focus on Marie Zions/F ryer

By Julie Conroy

Lasl week you read a little about Flora Bar-
ber who wus born just oulside Acton and lived
in the arca all her
liTe. This week [ am
writing about Marie
Zions/Tryer another
“local™ person whao
was born in Cuelph
Genceral Hospital and
lived with her parents
Sleve Emmerson and
Claire in Georgetown,

She has one brother
Kevin, Her [irse Dive
yoars wera apent liyv-
ing with her hMom
and Gramma Emmer-
son while her dad was
overseas. e was with
the Lomne Scots Regi-
ment. Marie attended
Chapel Street Schoal.
Her Gather and his
siblings also attended
the same school. She
cven had some ol the
same teachers, Later
she attended George-
Ltown High School and
the Guelph Business College., She travelled
tir Gruelph by train.

I the summer she worked at Provincial
Paper Ltd, to help pay for her tuition, Before
araduating she started to work for Tom Van
Stekler, a lawyer in Georgetown and worked
for Tom for about two vears, She decided to
gov back to work at the paper mill. When visit-
g Mare and Bobby Kerr™s parent’s Tarm on
the I'ifth Line, she met her future husband,
Iohn Zions, who was a drummer in the Hmlc
and Roll band The Midnishiers. She wanled Lo
sing with the band bul instead on November
15, 1934 she married the drummer.

They hived with John's Camily on the Fourth
Ling, i the howse John and his brothers built
for their parents. They raised their four chil-
dren Peter, Tubie, Linda and Stephen —in the
Tamily home.

Marie's mother was lrench Canadian from
Vallevhield, Quebee. They visited Marie’s
crandparents and Auntie Cecile, and 1t was
there she hegan her love of music and singing.
Her Aunt Ceerle was an accomphished pramst,
and from a very carly age Maric would sing
when her aunt played the piano.

When Maric was 14 she joined the Holy Cross
Church choir in Georpetown and has been in

a choir ever since. She is a charter member of

the Georoetown Choral Socicly under direelors
Charlic Grimmes and Ralph Ursel, and later
ale Wood.

In 1978 she batled colon cancer which did
not stop her singing, and continuing i the ac-
tivities she loved.

Pat Salt was the organist with S0 Joseph's
Chureh in Acton. Pat and Marie started the
children’s choir. There were 15 to 20 boys and
witly i the choar. Pat and Marie and the choir
members’ mothers imade red suepluses for them
to wear at the Y a.m. Mass, They also enter-
tained al the Old Hide House and Chudleighs
Apple Farm.

Then

Pat was instrumental in encouraging Marie 1o
lake siging lessons and Marie spent two years
traveling to Guelph for voice training,

Mol only does Marie love 1o sing, bul she

loved her garden on the

Fourth Linc. She was a

neighhour of Steve and

Nina Pulichulk and they

persuaded her to join the

Gieorgetown Haorticul-

ture Soeiety, she sunled

rememhbering how she
and her children created

ANy arrangenentls over

the years for their flower

shows. Today her chil-
dren all love gardening
and tlowers,

She later joined the Ac-
ton Horticullure Soctety
i 1987 and became a
charler member when the
AHS recerved its charter
in 985,

I'heir new home wus
built by John oo three
acres beside the original
house on the Fourth Line
m 1969, Marie loved cul-
ting the grass. but when

John decided Lo buy a rid-
e lawn o mower he ook over. She had a huge
rock garden which was her pride and joy, She
spent many hours planting and weeding it, plus
the NMower beds that surrounded the house.

Mansell Nellis dug a pond on their property.
I here were many swinuming parties in the sum-
mer and skating and hockey partics and sking
in the winter,

Many residents ol Aclon realive thal people
that live on the Fourth Line are o community
unto themselves and very supportive of their
neighbours.

A the children grow Marie had o varicty of

jobs, You may have met her in Grace Robert-
son’s Flower shop on Mill Street, or Webb’s
m Norval. Her lome time ITiends the Kocks™s
apencd the Fourth Line Flower Shop and she
and her son Peter both helped.

She also worked Tor the Red Cross assisting
people that needed help with ¢leaning. shop-
ping. bathing, and help around their home.
She worked Tor Janct Goy®s Medical Supply
busingss,

She also worked in the hakery in the 1GA
whoere Grant Tiger 15 now located, and later in
the new Sobeys store. She worked in the of-
Fice for her son Peter. She also worked at the
home of Duvid and Elvse Chapman { Purity
Life) until she retired.

Marie was asked to sing at the opening of

the new Crvie Centre i Georgelown and al
the opening of the new 1vdro Oftice in Acton,
Orver the yvears Marie sang with several local
bands including Carey s Band, The Kerr Band
and Fricwds from dre 10T She took lessans
on the guitar and piano but laughs when she
savs she can’t do two things al once, so now
she Just sings.

In 1986 while John built her a naw house
o1 Fourth Line, Marie went back Lo schoaol
to finish her hizgh school cducation, While
there she was in musical Preppies. She really
cnjoyed her year back at school. In 1989 and

1990 she performed and sang in Georgelown
Globe Productions Fidaier on the Reaof and Ay
Fair Ledy. She also did some Mystery Yinner
Theatre al the Old Town [all.

[n 2003, her hushand Joho dicd very un-
cxpectedly, and she reccived a lot of support
and love from her Fourth Line rends.

Orver the vears Marie and Johnny met Clay-
ton Irver who was a friend of Bob and Arlene
Bruce. In fact Clay helped Johnny build the
bascrnent for the sceond hoose they built on
the IFourth Line. Claytan was barn in Acton,
and although he lived in Vancouver and had
retired from the RCMP, he kept in touch with
and visited tamily and friends in town, When
he was visiting Lhe Bruce™s, he and Marie dis-
covered they both loved to walk and travel.
She wisited him when he returnced to Vancou-
ver, B.C.

On December 28, 2007 they married i S1.
Josgph’s Church and later lived in the Legion
Birchway apartments. They enjoyed the so-
clal dinners at the Centre. They have a tratler
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on Fairy Lake where Clayion loved (o go and
playv in the lake and putter about,

Sadly, Clayton died on November 6, 2012,

Marie loves o walk, play golll, swim and
travel, She has recently returned from [la-
wall and Vancouver where she visited Clay’s
davrhier and srandsons.

Marie has four children and eleven prand-
children, three step —children and five step
—grandehuldren. She s lookimg forward Lo the
arrival of her tirst great grandehild expected
in July. Marie says she loves her life in Acton
and all her muny (Tiends and Gamily.



