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THF MNEW TANNER

Town accelerates ice storm tree clean up

Mayor ‘worried’ Town will get short changed

if it doesn t complain about relief deadline

In order to recoup storm-
related cleanup costs, the
Town must complete 36
weeks of work in eight to
meet a June deadline for
consideration by the prov-
ince’s one-time disaster
relief help.

Town's staff"s proposed
“measured” phased-in
approach to the massive
cleanup - estimated to cost
$1.3-million - had to be
scrapped after the prov-
ince announced work had
to be completed by June
22 to be eligible for re-
imbursement. In all, staff
said there are 2,600 loca-
tions that require action,
with over 2,700 broken
limbs and 900 complete
tree removals required to
ensue pubic safety.

On Monday, Chris
Mills, Director of Infra-
structure Services told
general committee mem-
bers the cleanup schedule
can be compressed to meet
the provincial deadline,
but he needs council’s ap-
proval to loan, or transfer
money from Capital Re-
placement Reserves to
the Severe Storm Fund to
cover the bills until they
receive relief funds. He
said there is $605,000 in
the Severe Weather Fund,
and Treasurer Ed DieSousa
said the Capital Replace-
ment Reserve sits between
$2 and $3-million.

Mayor Rick Bonnette,
said the ice storm and sub-
sequent weather delays
left a “heck of a mess,”
in Halton Hills, and it
would be “absolutely 1m-
possible” to do 36 weeks
worth of work in eight.
He noted the cost esti-
mates do not include the
clean up of Town parks,
cemeteries, Town facili-
ties, trails or hamlets, or
the estimated $730,000 to
replace trees.

Ward Two Councillor
Bryan Lewis said the June
22 date for clean up to be
complete showed provin-
cial officials had “not been
in our community” to
show the devastation. He
also said he hopes rural
residents won't miss-use
the additional help from
the Town and Region to
clear their bush lots for
free.

Several councillors said
they continually get storm
clean-up questions from
ratepayers, some whom
complained the Town's

approach has been “willy
nilly™ and asking when an
arga will be worked on.
Dick Spear, the Town’s
Superintendent of Public
Works said they checked
for limbs and branches
that were “hanging dan-
gerously™ and noted there
are still “gquite a few out
there.” Spear marvelled at
the size of the brush piles
at the Acton and George-
town works vards, The
tree debris will be burned
or chipped imto mulch. The
town hired four additional
emplovees to help with the
cleanup, and rehired four

seasonal emplovees.
Thanking staft for their
efforts to date, Bonnette
said he appreciates the
proposed shortened work
plan, but is worried that
at the end of the day,
the Town will get “short
changed if we don’t make
any noise.” He will write
a letter of protest to the
Premier, the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and
Housing, Opposition lead-
ers and parties, local MPP
Ted Arnott and the other
21 municipalities who
appealed as a group for
provincial relief,
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Naomi Bedell
Registered Massage
Therapy
63 Mill 5t E.,
Acton, ON
319-833-8357
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Deanna Wilson
35z, DCh.
Chiropodist
Foot Specialist

§19-833-8057

85 Mill St E.
Acton, ON
L7J 1H4
» Fooliail Cars
» Diabetic Footcare
+ Custom Orthatics

www. actonheadZtoe.com
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CLEAN-UP CONTINUES: The pile of storm-related limbs and branches
continues to grow at the Acton works vard on Commerce Crescent where
residents can drop off their brush, for free. Bulk brush can be placed out for
pickup on regular vard waste/garbage days, and bulk brush will be collected in
non-serviced areas of Acton from May 26 to June 6. - Frances Learment phoio
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ACTON'S® ECO-FAIR
AND ELECTRONICS RECYCLING EVENT

Re-duce, Re-use, Re-cycle

Jdoin our congregation along with Community
Erwirenment Alliance and Greening Sacred Spaces as
we |earn about what really happens to our electronic
recyclables. Discuss with local arganizations what we
can do to change and improve our community.

Participants will include:
Acton Cammunity Garden, Halten Waste Magmt
Community Environment Alliance, WasteWise

Halton Sustainability,

Don’t forget! Free electronics recycling!
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REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPY = SPORTS INJURY THERAPY
PERSOMNAL & GROUP TRAINING

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR..,

Celebration of 5 years in business & 31 Annual Kids Easter Egg Hunt

MONDAY APRIL 21572014
STARTING AT 1PM

MEMBER APPRECIATION DAY!

“Thank you to all of eur clients, your continued support over the last 5 years
is very much apprecinted! The clinic continues to be a success with incredible

energy because of you!” Koo Silory, Owner

The Nedenee af a Healthy

EXISTING CLIENTS: Come out on Easter Monday to be automatically entered inzo the draw
NEW CLIENTS: Enter into the same draw after you book your first appointment with us

15 Willow St. S, Acton ON L7J 129

519.853.1200 www.bmtherapeutics.com
mitherapeutics.com

RSVP by Friday April 18™ inf




