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Halton Hills wants 1ce storm dlsaster ald

Multi-million dollar &

clean-up costs could be
shared by provincial and

federal governments

Halton Hills Council
voted unanimously to ask
for provincial and fed-
eral money to help pay
extra costs due to the ice
storm and its aftermath
- gstimated at at least
£1.24-million, but at the
same fime are unhappy
the Ontario Disaster Re-
lief Assistance Program
(ODRAP) does not cov-
er more than $1-million
of the costs from Town-
owned Halton Hills
Hydro, or to replace trees
on public property.

On Monday, politicians
voted to ask the province
to declare Halton Hills -
called the epicentre of the
storm by Environment
Canada — a “disaster area”™
as required under ODRAP
rules. The Town estimates
the storm and cleanup cost
Public Works and the Fire
Department $100,000
each, and 514,000 for
Recreation and Parks
department. To clear, dis-
pose of debris and remove
trees would be an addi-
tional $1.3-million, plus

£750,000 more Tor tree

Treafment for:
* Fihromvalgia
« Chronic Pain
* Sress
o Heawackes
.and much more.

planting.

Despite the Town's
protest that HHH and the
Town have a unique close
relationship, the province,
to date, had insisted HHH
is not a municipality,
board or agency, and so
15 not covered by the OD-
SAP. HHH may recoup
some of its additional
costs through an applica-
tion to the Ontario Energy
Board, or through a redue-
tion of dividends/interest
payments to the Town and
its ratepayers.

Terry Fenton, Act-
ing-Manager of Local
Government for the Min-
stry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing, detailed the
ODRAP to councillors,
stressing it is not a sub-
stitute for insurance, but
is5 intended to help those
whose essential prop-
erty has been extensively
damaged by a sudden, un-
expected natural disaster.

The program does not
provide full cost recovery,
but 15 meant to “alleviate
financial hardship and help
replace essential items”

in affected communities,
Fenton acknowledged
Halton Hills was hardest
hit of any Halton com-
munity by the storm.

She said eligible
ODRAP costs cover
clearing and removing
debris/tree/limbs if they
are a public danger. There
is also coverage for Town-
owned equipment costs,
overtime for employees,
food/water for disaster
relief workers, repair/
restoration of uninsured
public facilities, like li-
braries, parks and drains,
and evacuation and shelter
of people and animals,

Halton Hills Mavor
Rick Bonnette questioned
why tree replacement
costs are not covered -
Fenton said they are not
deemed “essential” - and
Bonnette asked if the
policy had been reviewed.
Fenton said they always
review the lessons learned
during an event.

Georgetown Council-
lor Dave Kentner made
an impassioned plea to
reevaluate the ODRAP
exclusion of tree replace-
ment costs, arguing trees
are “essential to good
heath, they take care of
cooling or climate change,

they take care of the qual-
ity of the air we breathe
and are one of he main
supports for animal life,
He said the storm’s devas-
tation will deprive two or
three generations of sig-
nificant trees.

Ward Two Council-
lor Bryvan Lewis sought
assurances that ODSPA
staft saw the utter devas-
tation in Halton Hills first
hand - not just the clean-
up underway - noting the
storm cleanup could cost
each Halton Hills resident
538, or 564 including hy-
dro costs,

Councillors instructed

staff to monitor and make
any applications required
related to the opportunities
for financial assistance.
Councillors and staff will
also have approval to meet
with the Minister and of-
fer officials at an annual
municipal conference next
maonth in Toronto,

The ODRAP also has
a private component al-
lowing individuals,
homeowners, farmers, all
businesses, and non-profit
organizations to apply for
funds, which are raised
by the community and
matched, up to 2:1, by the
province,

Mayor thanks residents for ‘patience and
strength’ following ice storm power outages
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Halton Hills will be a stronger community hav-
ing lived through the ice storm and its afiermath,
according to Halton Hills Mayor Rick Bonnette
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who said the devastation spawned countless acts
of kindness.

“There’s been numerous stories of people taking
in their neighbours for days...we know of many
different groups who provided food for hydro em-
ployvee...” Bonnette said at Council on Monday,
adding it was “small town living at its best.”

After “very difficult” couple of weeks there’s still
a lot of work to do, but Bonnette said the “generosity
and spirit of our community and been tremendous.”

Bonnette thanked Halton Hills residents for their
“patience and strength™ and said the Town will learn
from the experience. I think at the end of it, we
will be a stronger community”™ when they analyze
emergency response and look at enhancements.
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Bonnette said the issue of municipal compen-
sation following the ice storm is on the agenda
tomorrow (Friday) at a meeting of GTA Mayors.

Bonnette was invited to the meeting by Missis-
sauga Mavor Hazel McCallion, and he expected
Toronto Mayor Rob Ford and Caledon’s Mayor to
be at the closed door meeting, designed to bring
municipalities together to jointly ask for relief
funding.



