ish 1, Chips

* Dine-in / Take Out
* Daily Specials
* Family Run Business Since 2010

Hours: Tues - Sat 11am - 8 pm
130 GUELPH ST. GEORGETOWN (Across from CtK)

905 3,702 1118

Making FABULOUS FISH in Georgetown & Orangeville for over 6 years!
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B O UTI QLU E

51 Main Street South
Georgetown
tel: (905) B73-8778

Tuesday - Wednesday

1C:00am - &:00pm
Thursday
1C:00am - 7000
Friday

1C:O0am - 8.00pm
Saturday
1C:00arm - 5000

' T

. WALK-IN &
" FAMILY CLINIC

Full Service Medical Clinje

* Senior's Health
* Lab On-Site
® Pharmacy On-Site

* Open Late & Weekends

* Walk-in and Appointment
* Male & Female Physicians
* Paediatrician

* Sports Medicine
* Minor Procedures

* Women's Health &
Pregnancy Care

Hhary TiGueiph St
il D,

10 Side Rd

Opposite 1o Mlison's Farm Market

221 Miller Dr., Georgetown » 905-873-6776
www.GenesisHealthTeam.com
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Roughing it wasn t an option

By Ted Brown
tedbit@hotmail com

The Sidekick and I were in Southampton a few
weeks apo and while there, we visited Bruce
County Museum.

The museum focuses on early local settlers
and concentrated on one settler who had de-
tailed notes.

The display featured a replica of a shanty or
log cabin, built to show what early settlers had
to contend with. The structure measured about
six by ten feet, with a sloping flat roof and a very
small door. There were no windows.

The wall at the low end was about four feet
high, and the high end was perhaps seven feet
high.

It lnoked nothing at all like the Little House
on the Prairie cabin of the television series.

The walls were constructed of small cedar
logs, six to eight inches in diameter, and the
chinks (cracks) were sealed up with mud, some-
times mixed with straw or horsehair.

At the low end of the room there was a
bench which doubled as a bed and at the op-
posite end, there was a small fire with a pot sus-
pended over the flames.

The chinks above the fire pit were left open
for a couple feet, allowing the smoke to escape
out the top. A few items were hanging on nails
driven into the walls, and there was a small
clothesline to dry clothing over the fire.

The door was a blanket pulled across the
opening,

It was pretty crude to say the least.

Bruce County was settled in the 18505 so
this was a somewhat modemn cabin, com-
paved to Halton, which was settled in the early
1820s. Some of the hand tools used in 18508
Bruce County probably weren t even available
in 18205 Halton.

As 1 peered into that tiny building, | was re-
minded of our own farm. My great-great grand-

father took possession of the property in April of

1826. His first priority would be to build a shel-
ter, similar to what T was looking at in the Bruce
County Museum.

25% OFF ALL =
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it was the norm

ATed Bit

Forty years ago, we built a bungalow for my
parents, located on high land near the original
farmhouse.

There was an indentation on the highest part
of the farm it had always been there. When
the backhoe dug into that indentation, a few
clunks of wood were unearthed.

We had found the location of the original
cabin, about the same size footprint as the rep-
lica in Southampton.

[ thought how my forefathers had to live in
something that small and crude, to make a life
for them and their families.

I understand every settler was expected to
clear a certain acreage of their farm every year,
as well as work on the trail in front of their prop-
erty to ultimately create a road.

Everything was done with hand tools
blood, sweat and tears.

AsIsurvey the farm today, [ think how much
thought was put into the layout of the buildings.
The cabin was located on the highest piece of
land on the farm, ensuring that rain water al-
ways ran away from the structure,

The farmhouse, where [ live today, is also on
that same high piece of land. It was built around
1835, 50 my great, great grandfather and his
family lived in the cabin for nearly a decade. I m
sure the cabin expanded with the years, but it
still must have been pretty crude.

[ often sit on the verandah at home, trying to
imagine how the place looked in the early days.

I'wonder what the original cabin looked like,
[ wonder where their animals were housed and
I m totally blown away when [ think about living
in a cabin with an open fire, and a hole in the
upper wall to let the smoke out  through our
Canadian winters.

But thanks to a forward-thinking museumn
curator in Southampton, [ can at least have an
image of what it was like here 190 years ago, a
time when roughing it wasnt an option it
was the norm.
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OPTICAL

Making Quality Eveglasses
for over 25 years

905-873-3050

saorgetown MarketPlace Mall

Open Sundays

www.lamilyoptical.ca
In Store Eye Exams




