COMMENT

Momma s ot a brand new ride

By Ted Brown
tedbit@hotmail com

When it comes to cars, [ could never be ac-
cused of rushing into a purchase.

I m pretty sure The Sidekick can be driven
to the brink of frustration with my approach to
buying cars, but I think she s still on board.

[ like to enjoy the chase, let the salesperson
work a bit to convince me that [ should pur-
chase that car

Eventually, 111 give in, and the purchase is
complete.

The Sidekick and I dont change vehicles
very often. We drive our cars for years, and
when the time comes to buy a car, we ease into
the chase.

But this past week kinda changed that ap-
proach for us,

The Sidekick had booked her car in for ser-
vice and we decided to drop it in the night be-
fore, and throw the keys through the door slot.

You drive it, she said, Its been making a
funny noise lately and I was wondering if you
could hear it.

Something [ve noticed about women-
when it comes to noises in cars is they are the
queens of denial.

One time, when my daughters were all stll
at home, [ took the kids car to a meeting, As |
drowe it, I noticed a rumbling noise. [ swerved
the car back and forth and the neise quit when
[ pulled the one way, but was louder the other
way.

It had to be a wheel bearing,

When I got back, 1 asked the kids why they
didn t tell be about the noise.

Oh that, one said. We just turned up the
radio so we couldn t hear it

50 [ thought T was back to that ime and
place, as [ drove her car to the service centre.

Next moming, The Sidekick received THE
call

Abroken frame  the 2003 Ford Focus, with

anly 167,000 km on the odometer, was toast.
Twas figuring we d get another two years out
olit
Saturday we went in search of a vehicle a
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brand new vehicle.

The Sidekick has been talking about how
shewanted a new vehicle, and three years ago,
[ bought a brand new F150  s0 it was her turn.

We dropped by our local Ford dealer and
sat down with John, a colleague [ve know for
Years,

The Sidekick told him what she wanted
absolutely not black, silver or white, a four-door
(she s had a two-door for years) and it would be
nice with heated seats.

John flipped through his inventory, looking
for something red, blue or green. She then sug-
pested she d like an Escape (she d been waffling
between a Focus and an Escape.)

John pointed at the red Escape in the show-
room  itwas pretty nice.

The Sidekick was pretty impressed too, and |
John arranged to have one of the sales guys
bring one around from the back. (There was
no sense in jockeying the one in the showroom
when he had another identical one out back.

We headed out on a test drive and The Side-
kick experienced the same trauma that T felt
when [ got my F-150 three years ago. In the new
cars you almost require a degree in engineering
to read the instrument cluster.

Some time later we returned to the dealer-
ship.

She was smitten
were both smitten.

The price between the Focus and Escape
wasn t much different, but the deal maker was
the hatch that could carry a months groceries.

Itwould also be great for a road trip with bet-
ter mileage than the F150 for sure.

50 Tuesday night, after work, The Sidekick
became the proud owner of a brand new Ford
Escape.

Yup, Momma s got a brand new ride.

And aswe left the dealership, [ couldn t help
but cast an eye in the direction of that 5.0L Mus-
tang GT out there .

8 pm

Hours; Tu(:“ Sat 11am -

LIGHTING 13 TE

grou, UP TO

entire stare
on Sdie

— PLUS —
INSTALLATION

SALE

24 I*““JT‘ 1=

okay, if T were honest we

ON OF THE PRICE! »

Direct Importers from [ltaly

SAVING YOU

50-60"

OFF

FRICES EVERYDAY

Attention business owners/managers.... wa will convert your entire buildings to TA

LED zero cost to you $$$. Limited time only.
Call 905-849-5463 for more information.
MISSISSAUGA
5980 McLaughlin Rd.
#3 near Britannia

905.71

O BAyY
i n '1_:!_-
*Some conditions apply. See stom for detais
OAKVILLE i BURLINGTON
243 Speers Road i 1515 N. Service Road
. 905.849.LITE(5483) {  905.331.7444

2.4548

www.conceptlighting.ca
NOW SHOP ONLINE
Thursday, August 25, 2016 - The IFP - Halton Hills -

RETAIL

HOST A HOUSE PART
of FUNDRAISER earn 10%

*See store for details

www. theifp.ca - Page 15



