OPINION

Medla szsoc=tian

It s time to educate

It is incredible but true that in this era of scientific mar-
vels, when medical advances have done so much to help
people live longer, some parents stubbornly refuse to
have their children vaccinated.

Devoted though they may be, these adults are deaf
to the repeated assurances from the Canadian medical
establishment that inoculating the young safely spares
them pain, suffering and, in many, many cases, prema-
ture death.

Likewise, these otherwise loving puardians are
blind to the overwhelming evidence that vaccinations
are largely responsible for the fact that a baby born in
Canada today can look forward to the highest life expec-
tancy in this nation s history  an average increase of 24
vears over the lifespan of a century ago. Some of these
skeptics, often known as anti-vaoers, will dispute this
record, possibly citing the now discredited belief that
vaccinations can cause autism.

We know these parents mean well, but they are wrong
and they are wilfully putting the lives of their children as
well as other people at risk. But what is the best way to
respond to them?

The answer might be found in legislation now be-
fore the provincial legislature that would help educate
doubting parents about the benefits of immunization,

The disconcerting numbers justify this intervention.
Ontario is falling short of national targets for most rou-
tine childhood vaccinations, according to a recent C.D.
Howe Institute report.

Provincial rates for vaccinations in children aged
seven  including the measles, mumps and rubella vac-
cine, chickenpox, and one for diphtheria, tetanus and
polio  are all below the national target of 85 to 97 per
cent coverage, depending on the vaccine. That s a prob-
lermn when it comes to herd immunity.

There are those who believe vaccination for children
should be compulsory unless there is proof this would
be medically unsafe. While implementing that proposal
would have the desired effect of greatly boosting the im-
munization rate, it would represent an extreme step that
seriously challenges the traditional rights of parents to
make decisions affecting their children s health.

That brings us back to Bill 198, legislation that re-
ceived its first reading in May. Ifit becomes law, parents
would still be allowed to legally exempt their children
from being vaccinated because of religious or other
beliefs. But betore they could do this, before they could
get that exemption, they would be required to attend an
education session with public health officials.

This is wise legislation that deserves quick passage.

The Independent & Free Press

The Independent & Free Press s published Thursday and
is one of several Metroland Media Group Lid. commu-

nity newspapers. Editorial and advertising content of

The Independent & Free Press s protecled by copyright,
Unauthorized use is prohibited, The Independent & Free
Press is @ member of the Ontario Press Council, which Is an
independen! ethical organization established to deal with
editorial concerns. For additional information or fo file a
complaint, contact infe@onipress.com or call
§16-340-1981.

Ointario Press Council
et nnan gt Ly ngnery wabte tend

P ANOTHER CANADIAN
JUST WON AN
OLYMPIC MEDAL

« |THE lND*E'ifElgDENT

NEeasEcarimm). LA

& FREE PRES

H05-873-0201
Publisher: Neil Oliver
General manager: Meve Foreman
|sforeman@theilp.ca, 905-2%4- 10111
Ratail advertising manader: Cindi Camphall
lecamphbell@ibeifp.ca, 305-234-1002)
Managing editor: Chris Yermon
[ewermon@metnoland com, 205-234-1020)
Distribution: Shelley Papineaw
|spagingau@matroland.com, 1-BE6-560)
Classiheds/Real Exlate
Kristie Pells
Irealestale@iheif p.ca, 205-234-1016)
Hdvertising Sales
Janny Hawking
{jhovcki ns @t hesilp.ca, 905-234-1004)
Jemnifer Spencer
[pspencen®beifp.ca, $05-234-1003)
Rachas| Soutt
{rscutl@theifp,ca, 905-234-1005)
Kelli Basonic
{kkosonic@theifp.ca, 905-23%-1014}
Clagsified Call Conlre
1-800-263-6400, Fax 1-B66-299-1459
clagsiheds @matroland com
Accounting: 1-866-771-6575

Edilarial
Eamann Maher: Staff writer/phaolographer
(emahgrBihaifp ca, #05-234-1023)
Kalhryn Bayle: Slalf wribar/phalographer
[ihory @t hepifp. ca, $05-234 -1022)

Froduction
Shelli Harrison (sharrisan®@haifpca 905-234-1017)

Gel the lalest headlines delivered to your
inbax by signing up for our bwice weekly
elecironic newsletier. Go to werw.theifp.ca and
clicken Mewsletter sign-up atthe bottom of
the homepage.

Letters to the editor

Community
gives boy a
great birthday

[ just wanted to write you about a
birthday party for a very special
young boy.

My son is turning seven and has
never once had a friend attend his
birthday party.

My son suffers from severe
ADHD and ODD and is unable to
make and or maintain friendships.
[ put up a post on a Facebook page
called Entertain Kids on a Dime
and Georgetown Mommy s.

It read: Hi there. I made a post
in June regarding my son and his
difficulties making and maintain-
ing friends due to his severe ADHD
and ODD.

I was reaching out to see if he
could make some new [riends that
would be able to attend his birth-
day. At that time [ received an over-
whelming support to either attend
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his birthday or to send him a card.
Next week is his birthday and we
will be hosting a back yard barbe-
cue and pool party for those moms
or dads that expressed interest in
attending.

My son will be turning 7 and as
I'said before he has never once had
any kids attend a party for him and
it really makes him sad. He says
his bucket is empty (meaning his
heart) so if there are still members
that would like to come or send
him a card please PM for address
and or party details. Thanks apain
s0 much for your support.

After posting that 1 received
more than 120 messages of support
and love, from people wishing him
well, people who wanted to send
him a card and some who are even
able to attend his birthday.

I also received a message from
a lady named Kathleen from Tra-
ditional Taste Bakery and said she
would love to donate a cake for
him.

I also received a message from
another lady name Tarilyn with a

company called Angel Wings Inc. They
do party planning with an emphasis on
special needs children. She has donat-
ed her time, services and food, decora-
tion and activities.

Someone suggested that I contact

the newspaper to show how a commu-
nity can come together with their sup-
port in a time of need.

Misty Strickland
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