NEWS

Halton paramedic accused
in child pornography sting

By Louie Rosella
Metroland Media Group

Halton Region is conducting an internal investiga-
tion after one of its paramedics was charged in a
massive internet child exploitation bust in which
police say more than 20 victims were rescued, in-
cluding young children.

Tad Melson, 56, of Dundas, Ont., faces two
counts of possession of child pomography. Halton
Region confirmed Monday that Nelson is a Halton
Regional employee and has been placed on leave
as the Begion conducts an internal investigation.

Community safety is our top priority and we
take these allegations very setiously, said Region
of Halton spokesperson Heather Anderson.

Nelson is listed as an Advanced Care Paramedic
and was on Ontario s Sunshine List in 2014 and last
year, The list forces taxpayer-funded organizations
to publicly reveal the names and salaries of employ-
ees collecting annual salaries of 100,000 or more.

MNelson was named as one of 80 people fac-
ing more than 270 charges by the OPP in a joint-
forces investigation with other police forces in and
around the GTA and agencies such as the RCMP,
Canada Border Services Agency and United States
Homeland Security Investigations.

It was described by the OPP as a province-wide
investigation by members of the Provinecial Strat-

egnr to Protect Children from Sexual Abuse and Ex-
ploitation on the Internet.

The most fundamental responsibility of any
society is to protect its children. Every child has
the right to be nurtured and the right to be safe.
The Provincial Strategy demonstrates the success
that police services worldwide can achieve when
working together and sharing our best practices

and information, said OFP Chief Superintendent

Don Bell said at last months news conference an-
nouncing details of the investigation.

Bell added that these investigations, which in-
volve children in - pictures of every imaginable sex
act being available to everyone online, are a top
priority for police.

A total of 174 search warrants were executed, re-
sulting in 274 charges against 80 people, including
one youth who cannot be identified under terms
of the Youth Criminal Justice Act. Charges include
sencua] assault, child luring, drugs and weapons and
arange of child pomography charges.

In addition, 20 victims were identified during
the investigations and referred to appropriate com-
munity-based resources for assistance, police said.
Druyg and weapons-related charges were also laid.

Police say the investigation uncovered human
trafficking and officers were also able to ensure the
safety of nine people who had been working in the
sex trade as a minor or against their will.

Be careful with Pokemon Go

Halton police are among police forces across
Canada waming residents of the risks involved in
playing augmented reality mobile games such as
Pokémon Go.

As media reports surface of people getting in-
jured, or in some cases, breaking the law, as they
play the cellphone-based game, Halton police
have taken to social media this week to warn resi-
dents of the dangers of playing the game.

Pokémon Go allows players to capture, battle,
and train virtual creatures, called Pokémon, who

appear in the real world through their mobile
phones.

Dont become a #pokemonGo #distracted-
drivingzombie, tweeted Halton Police s Oakville
detachment earlier this month.

The game has no place in the hands of a driv-
er $490 ticket.

Released earlier this month, the Nintendo
smartphone game became available in the 115,
Australia and New Zealand, and in Canada on
July 18.
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Please join us for this special occasion. With your support, we can help Michael win
the leadership of the Conservative Party!
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Rev. Steve Boose
116 Main 5t. 5., Georgetown, ON
A05-877-THB5
Chair-lift access available,
Service Dial-in:
905-702-1629

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICES: 11:0M A.M.

HaAaLTOM HI_LS
RFamlly House
of WORSHIP

Services EVERY Sunday
16 Adamson Street,
South Norval,
Halton Hills

Fav.: Tom van Milligen
Youth Fastor: Brian DeBoer

Sunday Worship Services:
10000 am & 6l pm

11611 Trafalear Road

{north of Maple Avenue)

Services starting
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DON T GET
CAUGHT...

SUMMER’S FOFIECAST IS “HOT & DRY”

NAPPLEBY

SYSTEMS GEORGETOWN INC.
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Furnaces * Fireplaces
Air Conditioning » BBQs

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

118 Guelph St, Georgetown
www.asghomecomfort.com
905-877-8990
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