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Local parents continue ﬁght for more autism funding

By Kathryn Boyle
kboyle@theifp.ca

On March 29, families living with
autistic children received news that
would shape their schedules for the
following months.

In the first announcement, funding
for Intensive Behavioural Interven-
tion (IBI) was cut for children over five
years old and as such, children would
be taken off the multi-year wait list: a
detrimental decision that would shape
the rest of the child s life.

The Autism Coalition of Ontario
{ACO) took to picketing and rallies at

Queen s Park, hoping to get the mes-
sage across the funding was needed.

Standing with them were Halton
Hills parents Linda and David Galvao,
who have three children: Isabella, 10,
Toby, 8, and Lucas, 6. Both Toby and
Lucas have autism.

Our son, Toby, has been doing
the [BI therapy for the last year and a
half. It s done wonders for him, David
said. Luke, he s been waiting for three
vears (for IBI therapy) and when the
announcement originally came out,
we were told just a month prior, that
Luke was guaranteed a spot to start TEI
this coming spring or summer.

When Toby was six years old, he

began IBI therapy. At just 30 days, the
formal non-verbal child began speak-
ing, reciting songs and the alphabet.
But with the cut in funding and the
new rules regarding age, Lucas would
never get the opportunity.

Each passing day that goes by is
another lost opportunity for Luke to
learn something new.

Although not members of ACO, the
pair followed the efforts of the group
and have attended rallies to get their
voices heard. They attended a meeting
with Wellington-Halton Hills MPP Ted
Arnott, who then took their concems
to Queen s Park during Question Pe-
riod on May 17.
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The voices of so many families were
heard. On June 28 Michael Coteau,
minister of Children and Youth Ser-
vices, announced a new agreement: if
a child is under five years old and on
the IBI waitlist, the child will remain
on the list. If the child tums six years
old during the transition period, which
is August 2017, the child will be eligible
for $8,000 in funding,

The Galvaos decided not to travel
the direct funding route, and turned
down the additional funds. Instead,
they have their son Toby under Direct
Service Option (DS0),

Continued on page 150

= - 5 SO EX-F X
- L] r
341 Guelph St., Unit 3 Georgetown AT A E’DUTlQUEHDTEL WITH ,5-6 0l r.1.
EVERY NEW MAZDA. LiviTeD-TIME 05FER M AL e
Fﬂ.’hﬂTSMﬁ 1195 Stewlas Ave Eas M.III IQIN L 'I'I.k'.
wwwbuy-wise.ca info@buy-wise.ca AchillesiMazdalofgMilton, gt <L
» gwarded readers choice 26 times » SN T2 www.achillesmazda.ca - info@achillesmazda.ca




