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It s time to listen up

There s been a shake up at Queen s Park,

Last week, Premier Kathleen Wiynne tweaked her cabi-
net, appointing important portfolios to a number of her
Liberal MPPs, including first-time ministers Indira Naidoo-
Harris (Halton) and Eleanor McMahon (Burlington). They
were sworn in Monday,

While McMahon was appointed Minister of Tourism,
Culture and Sports, MNaidoo-Harrs was named Associate

Minister of Finance, tasked with overseeing the rollout of

the Ontario Retirement Pension Plan,

Important in their own right, their responsibilities are no
maich to those of Michael Coteau (Don Valley East) and
Mitzie Hunter (Scarborough-Guildwood), the newly-mint-
ed ministers of Children and Youth Services, and Education,
respectively.

Coteau takes over from Tracy MacCharles [Pickering-
Scarborough East), who is now responsible for women s
issues and accessibility. Hunter replaces Liz Sandals
{Guelph), who is now at the Treasury Board,

MacCharles recently drew the ire of parents of children
living on the autism spectrum when she announced plans
to implement the Ontario Autism Program.

Touted by the government as a program that will provide
families with more flexible and individualized services,
parents vehemently disagree and continue to voice their
concerns with the program, which essentially removes chil-
dren ages five and up from the government-funded, inten-
sive behavioural intervention therapy wait list  a list
they ve languished on for months, if not years. Instead,
they Il receive funding  a one-time, $8,000 payment that
the government claims will allow parents and guardians to
independently seek autism therapies.

Autism, stress parents and critics, doesn tend at five,

An equally strong message has been sent to the educa-
tion ministry, which initiated a consultation process on the
future of provincial schools for children with severe dyslex-

o ia. Trillium Demaonstration School in Milton is one of three
Eedutaﬁunal facilities across the provinee that collectively
‘Zprovide specialized educational programs for more than
F 100 students, Parents of demonstration school students fear
E the consultation will lead to the schools closure.

w  These decisions have not been well received by the pub-

Z lic. And while we know the Province cannot shy away from
= i o

Smaking tough or unpopular decisions, we urge the new
£ ministers appointed to oversee these portfolios to listen

o actually listen  to the valid concerns raised by these fami-
o lies,

ol

= Itsthe least they can do.
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Letters to the editor

A missed
opportunity

June 21st was Narional Aboriginal Day,
a day in which many cities and towns
throughout Canada celebrated First Na-
tions, Metis and Inuit peoples. What did
Georgetown do? Nothing. As a small
town, | completely understand that funds
are limited however words are not: The
Mayor should have acknowledged the day
on the town s website or on his twitter feed
or via any means which would have high-
lighted the significance of the day with the
citizens of Georgetown.

I m also disappointed in the library for
not honouring this special day as they are
usually very good at public commemora-
tion of special events and/or days. The
display cabinet on the lower level would
have been a perfect place to visually edu-
cate the public about those who came
before .

Perhaps as we all look forward to cele-
brating Canada Day  a day for those who
came after  we can take a moment to
honour First Nations Peoples of Canada.

Lisa Simpson

Greorgetown

Note: The library has responded and has
plans to recognize the day next vear.

Asking for the
right choice

Re: fune 16, 2006 editorial Ontarios cfi-
nuate plan weill cost

Dear Editor,

There is a better, more cost effective solu-
tion to mitigating climate change than the
current Government s push towards Cap
and Trade.

A steadily increasing Carbon Fee and
Dividend, as promoted by Citizens Cli-
mate Lobby, will get people and corpora-
tions to switch away from polluting tech-
nologies to clean ones.

Carbon fee and dividend is a revenue-
neutral price on carbon that functions as
follows:

= A fee is placed on carbon-based fuels
at the source (well, mine or port of entry)

s This fee increases steadily each year
so that clean energy is cheaper than fossil
fuels within a decade

s All of the money collected is returned
to Ontarians on an equitable basis (ie.
revenue neutral ).

» Most Ontario residents would break
even or receive more in their dividend
cheque than they would pay for the in-
creased cost of energy, thereby protecting
those most vulnerable escalating prices.

s A predictably increasing carbon price
sends a clear market signal which will un-
leash entrepreneurs and investors in the
new clean-energy economy, Allow the
free market to decide who wins and loses.

Economists all agree that Carbon Fee
and Dividend yields the best cost vs. re-
ward ratio. No other plan or regulatory
scheme comes close to reducing emis-
sions for the least cost, And it addresses
the social justice aspects of pricing carbon.

It is not too late to switch from Cap and
Trade to Fee and Dividend. Isn t it time
the Ontario Government made the right
choice?

Gord Cumming,
Geargetown



