COMMENT

Students could teach these
trustees a lesson

By David Churchill
Dehurchill@cruiseshipeenters.ca

I don tmean to shock anybody here, but I m go-
ing to let you in on a little secret. There are gays
and lesbians in Georgetown,

They re in our neighbourhoods, our wark-
places, our churches and even in our schools.

That may be news to Halton Catholic District
school Board trustees, who two weeks ago sur-
prised the Ministry of Education and even the
head of their own board when they failed to rat-
ify a provincially mandated anti-bullying policy,

Led by tustee Anthony Cuinn of Oakxille,
four trustees balked at supporting the policy
over concerns that Catholic values may come in
conflict with the views or lifestyles of gay, leshi-
an or otherwise different students, Basically, if
the church teaches students that they shouldn t
be gay, then they damn well shouldn t be gay.

That s my interpretation. Here s Quinn s own
words,

In an email to the Toronio Star he said the
policy left me wondering what could happen
when students have disagreements on issues
of sexual morality? ... Could the teachings of
the Catholic faith and the verbal expression of
those teachings cause students to be disciplined
if they led to another student not feeling safe or
welcomed?

sexual morality? Does that mean gay and
leshian students  or students who engage in
sexual activity  shouldn t feel welcome or safe
in our high schools.

My next thought was that | would love to
introduce Mr. (uinn to a few voung people |
know, People who have been bullied for grow-
ing up different, to leam what s it 5 like to sur-
vive high school as an outsider, But then it only
took me a few seconds to recall that Quinn was
one of the trustees who didn twant Gay-Straight
Alliance groups in our schools at all. Not much
chance of a change of heart there.

For the record, the other three trustees who
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voted against the bullying policy were Anthony
Danko of Oakville, Helena Kerabela of Oakville
and Susan Trites of Burlington, Other trustees
are fully supportive of the policy.

The whole mess becomes even sillier when
vou realize that the bullying policy was sup-
ported unanimoushy by these same trustees at
a committee meeting earlier this month, CQuinn
did not attend that meeting,

Our Halton Hills Catholic trustee, John Mark
Rowe, whowas a teacher for more than 30 years
before becoming a trustee, said he was disap-
prointed at how the vote went.

I was disappointed that a trustee that had
missed the policy meeting, convinced enough
trustees to vote against it, even though they had
considered it the previous week and voted for
it, Bowe told me in an email.

The only good news is that Quinn s attempt

to block the policy will likely be short-lived,
The policy is expected to come before trustees
again at their next meeting. The one trustee who
missed the recent vote is expected to attend and
that should be enough to carry the vote, even if
the four who voted againstit two weelks ago stick
to their position.

But to those gay and lesbian students in our
schools, the message has already been deliv-
ered loud and clear. Despite all the good work
going in in schools to support students of all
beliefs and lifestyles, including Christ the King
in Georgetown, these four trustees have shown
there s still work to be done, And that s a shame,

David Churchill is a longtime journalist
wha writes about family, life in Georgelown
and a love of travel. Follow him on Twitter @
Churchilll)f
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Frashfy Made & Baked On Premises
Breads, Buns, Pastries, Meat Pies & More!
IMPORTED BRITISH CHEESES

330 GUELPH 5T., GEORGETOWN {opposite Canadian Tine)
Q05-87 7-05926 - www.millersscottishbakery.com
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» Ceramic & Porcelain Tile Installation
» Bathroom Renovations

» Kitchen Backsplashes

» Heated Floors

Dave LoDuca
416-989-7809 « 905-877-1936

TREE CARE

-Tree Pruning » Removals « Storm Damage « Small Shrub & Hedge Trlmmlng
-Tree 'Ca bllng & Brar.lng . Stump Grlndmg

Cell: 416-996-9338
1ayﬂhllltuptraﬂ:ara ca f' U
www.hilltoptreecare.ca

it's Lonely atithe Top!

40 YEARS & GOING STRONG!

VisiT NIKKI S POOLS AND SEE WHAT EXPERIENCE LOOKS LIKE!

Need a POOL REPAIR
ora NEW LINER?
CALL NOW to book it!

° Design ® Service

e |nstallation * Liner Replacements ;

www.nikkispools.com
330 Guelph St., Georgetown (Across from Canadian Tire)
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