NEWS

HDSB to keep public aware in
special education funding cuts

By Tim Whitnell
Metroland Media Group

The wish of the chair of the Halton District
School Board to make the public aware of
ongoing, multi-million dollar funding reduc-
tions for their special education students has
been expanded to a general call to make it
known the board is experiencing financial
pressures in many areas.

At the May 18 meeting of tustees, board
chair and Oakville trustee Kelly Amos an-
nounced an intention to ask her colleagues
to support a motion for a plan to develop an
AWATENESS mmpaign 10 get word to parents
and the rest of the public about reductions in
special education funding.

The board says the projected cumulative
impact of those reductions is $18.5 million
over four years,

It began in 2014-15 with $1.34 million less
in High Needs funding, $3.58 million less for
the current school year, $5.6 million less for
2016-17 and a projected reduction of %8 mil-
lion for 2017-18,

‘This system is setting up winners and
losers. School boards should not be pitted
against each other for something this impor-
tant, Amos said in her initial report to the
hoard.

More and more students with special
needs are being identified and entering our
schools and we need to provide supports and
services so they can all succeed,

The Halton public board provides special
education services to more than 10,500 stu-
dents, Those receiving specialized instruction
and care can include children with a physical
disability, mental disorder or a developmen-
tal or language challenge.

The number of Halton students with spe-
cial needs continues to increase, and those
students are presenting with even greater
needs, while at the same time our funding is

decreasing, Amos said previously.

At the June 1 board meeting Amos
changed her suggested motion after hearing
from other trustees and the public.

[ ve had a couple of dozen emails from
the public since the last meeting and media
coverage, They (public) didn t know we were
having funding roubles, said Amos.

Burlington trustee Leah Reynolds said she
has heard similar concerns from parents.

50 Amos was now asking for the creation
of an ad hoc committee to create a public
campaign, which she has dubbed Fix The Fi-
nances.

Itis intended to raise awareness about how
the board is financed overall and the implica-
tions of what it considers underfunding from
the province.

Wed like (government) transparency,
said Burlington trustee Andrea Grebenc,

How do some boards increase their fund-
ing?

Milton trustee Donna Danielli suggested
that members of the board s Special Educa-
tion Advisory Committee (SEAC) and Parent
Involvement Committee { PIC) be included on
AMY AWATENESS CAMPAign committes,

Amos was hesitant to make committee
membership too broad wondering where the
limit would be, She also said she doesn tknow
how we could embrace all of our {Ontarios
72 school) boards to come on board  with the
campaign.

If we could find some common ground
[on funding concerns) with other boards,
mayhe in the GTA, itwill strengthen Halton s
position, said Burlington trustee Amy Collard,

Amos said a GTA action plan might work.

The chair s suggestion for an ad hoc com-
mittee on developing a plan to let the public
know about board funding pressures was
passed 11-0 by trustees,

A recommendation on a plan is expected
to come to the board in October,
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s  SERIOUS ENTERTAINMENT

Your Dad has enough ties already! This year do
something different and get your dad a gift he will really
like. Bring him to NorthernSTS and enjoy a family session

where oll fathers will save 50% off admission.

No bullets through digital simulation
NorthemSTS your Virtual Firearms Range

11672 Trafalgar Road, Halton Hills
647-846-7235 + www.northernsts.com
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Now Available

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

221 Miller Dr., Georgetown
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Come to Appleby for
Father’s Day gift ideas...

M@ he deserves it or not!
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SYSTEMS GEORGETOWN INC.

Teel comfortable with us!
Fu-;naces * Fireplaces
Air Conditioning » BBQs
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

118 Guelph St, Georgetown
www.asghomecomfort.com
905-877-8990
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