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10. Non Stop Begonia
HANGING BASKET

99

Reg. 514.99

OPEN 7 DA&YS A WEEK Monday - Friday 8am -8pm | Saturday 8 am - 6 pm

Hn 529.99 SAVE
¥ - *10

10" Bougainvillea |
HANGING BASI{ET :

HAMILTON 340 Hwy 20 R.R. 1 East of Upper Centennial (305) 692-6900

BEURLINGTON Hwy 5 East of Brant St. (905) 332-3222

MILTON Britannia Rd. West rafalgar {905) 876-4000

WATERDOWMN Hwy 6 & 5th Concession East (905) 689-1999

VAUGHN Keele 5. North of Kirby Side Rd. (305) 832-6955 n
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www.facebook.com/YourTERRA/

26&1 Patlo :
CLEMATIS P’ |N

We love Mams.

TREAT YOURS to TERRA!
_ GIFT CARD |

For convenience, purchase
your TERRA gift card on-line.

Sunday 8 am - Gpm

Where colour lives!

www.lerra qreen houses.com

NEWS
Transition program

for kids entering
school ending

The Halton Dis-

trict School Board 1 _
is preparing to end Ha t(}fl
the practice of al-

lowing parents to D]_Strlct

gradually integrate

their young child to S Cho 01
school life. .

The public board B d
has historically al- 0 ar
lowed the gradual
entry of students to
offer & more sUp-
ported beginning to their schooling career, by combining
parent visits with shorter stays by the child in a classroom.

The board updated its direction around gradual entry in
2011 to, it says, reflect the introduction of Full-Day Kinder-
garten across the provinee,

For the 2016-17 School Year all HDSE schools will
welcome all children on the first day of school in Sep-
tember.

Exceptions to the practice may be requested by par-
ents who feel their child would benefit from gradual entry.
Those parents will be asked to call their childs schools
principal to make arrangements; schools will be provided
with a gradual entry framework for such requests.

Schools will be offered first-day supports through the
deployment of specific staff to support principal and kin-
dergarten teams in welcoming the youngest learners.

A checklist of best practices and first-day considerations
will be provided to schools to provide a smooth transition
away from gradual entry.

Board officials say a number of factors drove a review of
the practice of gradual entry:

s+ The 2016-17 school vear calendar does not allow for
a status quo approach to gradual entry due to a three-day
instructional week. A shortened week makes gradual entry
impractical and more disruptive than helpful,

« All but two HDSE elementary schools offer a Full-Day
Kindergarten Before-and-After School Program, Many
JK/SK children are enrolled in these programs, which are
required to begin on the first day of school. The board s
childcare operators annually scramble to provide space
and programs for those students.

# The majority of students entering JK are prepared to
start their learning on the first day of school in September
as approximately 85 per cent of incoming Year 1 JK stu-
dents were part of formal childcare or pre-school programs

« Gradual entry poses a hardship for many parents/
guardians who must make alternative childeare arrange-
ments, often at a cost, for a short period of time

« ‘The vast majority of kindergarten classes are staffed
with two educators who are qualified to support the transi-
tion of young children to school

# The practice of gradual entry delays the process of ana-
Iyzing the enrolment numbers for September realignment

= The Education Act does not support the prac-
tice of gradual entry.




