NEWS

GTA West highway decision could determine futureof the region

By Noor Javed
Metraland Media Group

As the spring deadline looms
for a decision on whether to
kick-start or put the brakes on
the controversial GTA West
highway, pressure is mounting
on the province from opposing
ETOups.

After two years of environ-
mental assessments and pub-
lic consultations to identify a
preferred route for the four-
to six-lane highway linking
Vaughan and Milton, dubbed
the 413, the province suddenly
suspended work on the proj-
ect in December, saying it was
essential to have a forward
looking plan when it comes to
relieving congestion.

The Ministry of Transporta-
tion promised an update on
the project in the spring,

Environmentalists and
communities that will be bi-
sected by the 413 welcomed
the decision to take a pause,
hoping the next move would
set the stage for a more transit-
focused future. But Peel and
York regions, bolstered by the
development  industry, are
pushing to resume the proj-
ect, saving growth cant be
supported without a highway
to get people and goods from
here to there.

It doesn t take a rocket sci-
entist to figure out cars and
trucks will never be obsolete,
said John Sprovieri, a regional
councillor in Brampton, which
is on the highway route. We
have to build for that, he said.

At the heart of it, the high-
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way decision pits two mod-
els for regional planning
smart growth vs. urban
sprawl against each other.
Some say it will even cre-
ate the blueprint for how the
province wants cities to grow
decades from now. No one
seems to know which way the
decision is likely to go.

The GTA West Highway is
a symptom of a larger prob-
lem in how we plan for future
growth in this region, said
Sony Rai, of the group Sustain-
able Vaughan, which has been
speaking out against the route
that will cut through north-
ern Vaughan. Municipalities
such as Vaughan and Bramp-
ton want highways because
they re still planning car-de-
pendent suburbs, he said.

Any investment in public
transit the province makes to
reduce traffic congestion in the
GTA is undone, year after year,
as 905 municipalities contin-
ue approving car-dependent
growth, he said.

As the deadline nears, both
sides are trying to demonstrate
how much is at stake.

Susan Swail, the smart
growth program manager with
the group Environmental De-
fence, says the highway will cut
through protected Greenbelt
lands in Vaughan and pave
over prime farmland in Cale-
don.

We are hopeful the sus-
pension was time to do further
study and look at the climate
change impacts of this high-
way: What s the cost of it, and
how much more congestion

will it create? Swail said.

More than 1,000 people
have signed a petition to Stop
the 413.ca, she said, and lawn
signs with Stop 413 are pop-
ping up in King, Vaughan,
Caledon and Brampton. We
are hoping they cancel the
project altogether, she said.

Both York and Peel say they
need the highway to plan for
the future. In recent months,
both councils have sent the
province strongly worded mo-
tions asking the ministry to
resume the environmental as-
sessment process and choose a
preferred route as soon as pos-
sible,

Vaughan, Caledon and King
City are endorsing similar mo-
tions,

Peel Region officials asked
for a face-to-face meeting with
the minister to discuss the
highway, and one has been
scheduled with the three Peel
mayors and chair Frank Dale
for Monday, the minister s of-
fice confirmed.

We agree with the provin-
cial interest; they want high-
order transit and more people
to change their behaviours,
said Dan Labrecque, Peels
commissioner of public works.

But one of the big challenges
in the GTA is the movement of
goods, and where do the trucks
go, he said. We see the corri-
dor as a long-term strategic in-
frastructure investment to pro-
tect the economy of the GTA.

There is development pres-
sure, too. The multple pro-
posed routes for the highway
have frozen lands along the
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The Minislry of Transportation promised an update on the GTA West project
in the spring. With no word yet on whether or not the project will go forward,
some city officials have scheduled a meeting with Minister of Transporiation

Steven Del Duca.

various paths that cannot be
developed until a decision is
made. A letter sent to the re-
gions by BILD, which repre-
sents developer interests, says
its members support plans
to move forward with the GTA
West Corridor EA Study,

But King City Mayor Steve
Pellegrini, who sits on the York
Region council, says continu-
ing with the study will actually
protect the region from ram-
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pant development.

We want the province to
finish the study and preserve
the corridor in perpetuity, said
Pellegrini, who doesn t expect
the highway to be built for de-
cades. If they do not, they will
release the land
be developed, he said. And if
there is ever a need for an east-
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west corridor, there will be no-=

where to go, because there will
be homes there.
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