
 Anyone who has ever tried trac-
ing their family tree knows what a 
thrill it is to find the names of their 
ancestors on official documents. 
It can be like finding a needle in a 
haystack or striking gold.

One of the best sources of offi-
cial information is the census. Cen-
suses have been used for centuries 
to record information about moth-
ers, fathers, children, and peoples’ 
ways of life, income and occupa-
tions. To see the name, address 
and profession of an ancestor who 
lived a hundred years ago or more 
can be quite exhilarating.

The first census in Canada was 
conducted by Jean Talon, a civil 
administrator, in 1666. The census 
counted all 3,215 inhabitants of 
European descent and logged their 
age, sex, marital status and occupa-
tion. Talon conducted the census 
to gather information that would 
help plan and develop the colony. 
In fact, Talon was so committed to 
the process that he collected much 
of the information personally, visit-
ing settlers throughout the colony.

The rest, as they say, is history, 
Canadian history. The census has 
evolved over time into the mod-
ern census we have now that takes 
place every five years. This year 
marks the 350-year anniversary of 
the first census.

To make it easier for your de-
scendants to trace their family tree 
100 years from now (census re-
cords are kept sealed for 92 years), 
jot down May 2 in your calendar 
this year. You will be receiving a 
package in the mail inviting you to 
complete the census online or on 
paper.

The 2016 Census is mandatory 
for all Canadians. Three in four 
households will receive a short-
form census, while one out of four 
will receive the long-form census. 

The only difference between the 
two is more detailed questions in 
the long-form, about things like 
citizenship and immigration sta-
tus, birthplace of parents, educa-

tion, income, housing, child care 
and other support payments and 
employment history.

- www.newscanada.com
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Showroom on wheels
www.kitchenpainters.com

Call for a FREE quote

519.216.2919

Call for a FREE quote and we’ll come to
your home with our Showroom on Wheels
We provide colour samples,
quartz and granite
samples, refacing
door samples
and much more...

Servicing Orangeville, Caledon, Erin and Georgetown

Before

Give your cabinets a brand new look
without the major expense of a brand
new kitchen!

Renovate the kitchen you already have!
We refaced this kitchen with our
durable and fully guaranteed
designer colour, Snow White.
We refaced the outdated plate rack
with modern glass doors and added
new crown moulding.
We removed the outdated bar top
and replaced it with a stunning one
level quartz countertop.
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We added decorative bead board
panelling and new furniture kick.
We replaced the decorative
hardware with new contemporary
brushed nickel knobs.
We installed a new white subway tile
backsplash.
We installed a new undermount sink
and touch activated faucet.
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Call 519.216.2919 or visit our website for more before and after photos! www.kitchenpainters.com

HOME, LAWN & GARDEN
Help future generations trace your family tree

Warmer weather means making the 
most of your backyard space. And 
dining is a simple way to extend your 
time outdoors. Whether it’s enjoying 
everyday meals, hosting an intimate 
dinner party or welcoming larger 
groups for a barbecue, there are a few 
things to consider when purchasing 
patio-dining furniture.

Conversation sets: These are be-
coming increasingly popular to pro-
vide comfortable seating which rep-
licates the living room. They provide 
a great space to sit back, put your feet 
up and enjoy a good book in the af-
ternoon and provide the optimal area 
to linger long after a meal is done. For 
less formal gatherings, food stations 
can be set up, buffet style around 
the perimeter of the set. This allows 

guest to easily move around and talk 
to different people while they make 
their plates of food. Look for a con-
versation set with matching side and 
coffee tables so guests have a place to 
rest plates of food and glasses.

Dining sets: When it’s warm out, 
why not take your meal outside? 
Whether prepared indoors or on the 
grill, outdoor dining sets are great 
for enjoying any meal. You can bring 
indoor elegance outside with deco-
rative table linens, candles and co-
lourful tableware. Great for smaller, 
more intimate dinner parties as well, 
food can be plated or served family 
style allowing your guests to remain 
at the table and lose track of time as 
they eat.

Flexibility: If you can’t decide 

between an intimate dining set or 
a casual conversation set, or if you 
just want the best of both worlds 
but don’t have the space, look for a 
conversation/dining combination. 
Lowe’s offers the new Prescott dining 
set which includes a table, a sofa, two 
end chairs and two stools that can be 
used for seating or foot rests.

Whichever set you choose, you 
may also want to consider the ease 
of adding additional seating like 
matching chairs or benches for when 
you have a larger group. Stools are 
great as extra seating or end tables.

More information and product 
inspiration is available online at 
Lowes.ca

- www.newscanada.com

Tips on backyard entertaining


