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NEWS

Students may face suspension
over immunization records

By Julia Le
Melraland Media Group

Halton high school students with incomplete im-
munization records could face suspension from
school next month.

As of March 22, approximately 590 Grade 11
and 12 smdents had yet to provide proof they
have all the required immunizations, Halton s
Medical Officer of Health (MOH) Dr Hamidah

| Meghani told Halton regional council Wednes-

day [March 23],

However, the number of students with ont-
standing immunization needs has been going
down dramatically, Meghani noted.

It continues to drop every day, she said.
We have a very robust system in place, in

| terms of a call centre we put into place since last

week, so we ve been getting more and more chil-
dren immunized and updated and [ just hope
that by the time suspension does come around
on April 6 that those numbers are guite low,

Students who have not provided to the Health
Department by April 5, either up-to-date immu-
nization records or a legal exemption, will face a
20-day suspension, from April 6 to May 3, stated
a memo distributed at the regional council meet-
ing.

Under the provinecial Immunization of Schoaol
Pupils Act (ISPA), students must have up-to-date
immunization records in order to attend school.

As part of its efforts to enforce the 1SPA re-
quirements, the Halton Health Deparment
mailed 7,730 letters to parents of the 17-year-old
cohort requesting up-to-date immunization re-
cords last July, according to the memo.

Immumization clinics were offered berween
July and December 2015 and an online immuni-

zation reporting system was launched in Septem-
ber 2015 1o encourage families to submit the in-
formation through a secure electronic platform.

The form is available at halton.ca/immunize,

In December 2015, another 4,389 notices were
issued to parents of the 17-vear-old cohort, who
hadn t provided the records, the memo stated.

Targeted immunization clinics were then of-
fered at secondary schools last month and addi-
tional clinics are scheduled for this month.

Smdents are required to be vaccinated against
diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus poliomyelitis
(DETE), measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) and
meningococeal disease, inorder to attend school.

An exemption is allowed, if a student has
medical reasons or provides an affidavit stating
the student isnt immunized because of con-
science or religions reasons.

It is also encouraging all families to review
their children s immunization history and make
sure the Health Departmment has updated records
either online at halton.ca/immunize, by dialing
311 or by dropping off a copy of their child s im-
munization record to the Halton Region Health
Department at 1151 Bronte Rd., Oakville,
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